AFARMER'S SAY >
By Michael J. Ssall

Bio tech crops help
African countries

l Fwas reported i Hhis colimn
Tast month that maize, cas
ava and cotton farmers in
North Bastern Tanzania, had ap-
pealed to sentor government offi-
cials to give them Genetically Mod-
ified (G erops to plant in ordey
o avoid persistent crop failure,

This followed vain attempts
made for yenrs by the farmers to
fight pests like stalk horer which
affects maize, Afriean cotton holl-
worm, and ineurable disenseg stch
A8 CAssAvA mosaic,

One of the farmers’ major con-
cerns was that they spent too
much money on inputs like pes-
ticides to grow Crops whereas
Tanzanian seientists, through
GM research, had developed crop
varieties that were self-protected
against the reaclec diseases and
Which needed no pesticide spray-
ing.

Only last week, an ouline publica-
tion, Grop Biotech Update, carrieq
ascreaming headline: “Improved
~assava Varieties to fage Hunger
In Africa.” It yas about scientists
OmKenya Agricyltura] Ljye.
stock ang Research Organization
(KALRO) that had developed G
Cassava that yag both nutrit

'1mprqved and resistant to cassava
Mosaic and Cassava brown streak
diseages,

According to Simon Gichuki, a
RO scientist, the two cassava
estroying diseases annually caygse
acombineq €conomic loss of about
US$ 180 million in East Africa
alone,

 Uganda’s agricultura) production
1SSues could he the worst in the
reglon due to recently arrived in-
Curable Crop diseases anq climate
change, Besides Cassava, maize,
and cottop Production constraints

e crop’_s Production ang signifi-
cantly rajseq food prices,
ganda can hardly afforg totake

such fpod insocurity Issveg lightly
glven jts tapidly 810Wing popyla-
tion, denlming soil lertility, -
quen ¢ roughts, and high i
Influy, W
g Using Bovernment apq donors’

nds the country’s sejentigts
through GM research it

I ‘Oved crops because.par-
lament is not jp 5 hurry tg pass the
blotechnology and bio-safety bill,
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