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Aquaculture is
golden opportunity

! New national data shows Uganda produced

65,444 metric tonnes of farmed fish in the
role of gai‘ Yealtr. The revelation shows the growing
geherat eg acultute in feeding the country as it
through over §150m (about sh560b) annually
Scortl exports, proof that fish farming is
Whil nghan economic powerhouse.
brobll e the census shows promise, it exposes
) l%mS, too. All_hough urban farms contribute
e of production despite being fewer in
T t’i'r, rl.]ral operations, where most farms exist,
il gele with llmlted market access and technical
Support. Shockingly, 30% of fish ponds remain
unstocked, and close to half of farmers operate
| without extension services, relying
. }— on trial-and-error methods that
> compromise yields.
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must address critical gaps
" through strengthening hatchery
" capacity (currently operating at 75%),
i expanding technical support 1o the 4,500
farms lacking extension services and developing
feed production to reduce Costs.
The Government should prioritise integrated
value chain development, moving beyond
the current 97% grow-out operations towards
integrated hatchery-grow-out models. Public-
private partnerships could establish feed mills and
rocessing facilities in strategic locations.
Fish farming offers a triple win: Food security,
} gxport earnings and enviror_lmental sustainability.
| This census, therefore, provides the evidence base
| we need for targeted interventions to transform the

aquaculture sector:
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