
DAILY MONITOR | MONDAY, MAY 18, 2026 . 

Www.monitor.co.ug 

How Uganda can 
benefit from China 
zero-tariff policy 

hinas decision o expand 
2ero-ariffaccess for ag 
ricultural procucts from 

Jeast developed countriespre- 
sentsarare and timely op- 
portunity for Uganda. As ane 
Of Africas most agricultural 
Iyendowed nations Uganda s 
‘well positioned to tap into the 
‘Worlds largest consumer mar- 
et However,translating prefer- 
ential access intoactual export 
‘rowth will require delberate: 
action from both government 
and the private sector 
Ugandas agriculturalsec 

tor contributes about 24 per- 
centofGDP andemploysmore 
than 70 percent of the popu- 

on. The country produc 
esfrom coffee 

and tea to maize,beans, fuis, 
and fish, Yet Ugandas exports 

toChina remain relativelylow 
and concentrated in afew pri- 
‘mary commodites,particular 
Iycoffee Chinals zero-ariffpo- 
icy changes the equation by re- 

‘moving price barriers that have 
historically limited competi- 
tiveness. 

| Nations that 
can deliver 
consistent qua- 
@ty reliable vo- 
lumes,and 
competitive pri- 
cing will domi- 

industryUganda already pro- 
duces these crops but volumes 
are inconsistent and quality 
standands often fal shortof ex- 
port requirements. 
‘Tofully benefit, Uganda must 
address supply:side consfraints 

yields for many crops n Ugan- 
daremain far below global 
‘benchmarks Closing this g2p 
throughimproved seeds, riga 
tion,and extension services will 
increase surphus for export. 
Second s qualityand stand- 

ardscompliance.Chinahas 
strict sanitary and phytosani 
tary requi Ugandan ex- 
porters mustinvest in traceabil 
ity systems,proper use of 3gr0- 
chemicals,and certfication 
processes. ing insti 
futionssuchas the UgandaNa- 
tional Bureau of tandardsand 
investinginmodern laborato- 
rieswillbecritical. 
‘Thirdislogistics High rans- 

costs and inefficencies e 
duce competitveness Ugan- 
daislandlocked meaningex 
‘ports must pass through ports 
inKenya or Tanzania Reduc 
ingdelays at borders,improv- 
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