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Kagadi, Kakumiro districts
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struggle to deliver services

New. The two digtiicts were
created on July 1 201R They
were carved out ol [ibaale
Distriet
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KIBAALE. The newly created
districts in greater Kibaale are
grappling with service delivery
amid poor local revenue collec
tion, a vear after thelr creation

Kagadi and Kakumiro dis
tricts were created on July |,
2016 after they were carved ont
of Kibaale District following a
protracted debate in Parliament
and relentless demands from
the local populace.

The districts were operation:
alised in the first phaze of the
Financial Year 2016,/ 2017 along:-
side Rubanda and Amur, pri-
marily to extend services nearel
to the local people.

However, one year down the
road, the new districts have
already been overwhelmed by
challenges of poor service deliv-
ery than the expected achieve-
ments on the ground.

The challenges

Some of the challenges in-
clude low revenue collections,
poor health services, poor road
networks, understaffing and
lack of transport,

Poor local revenue collection
seems the bigeest challenge,
which is projected to continue
and is forcing districts to suffer
the over dependency syndrome
from the central government
for financing,

The Kakumiro Districl sec-
retary for finance, planning
and administration, Ms Grace
Tushemerirwe, while present-
ing the district budget for this
financial year recently, slated
that in the first two quarters of
the year ending on June 30, the
district local revenue collection
was 5hsBO.9m, just 44 per cenl
of the estimatod Shs185.0m,

Kakumiro District chalrper-
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Daplaable A patient eleepa oit the floor at Kahumirn Health Gentra IV in Kakumira Distilet, The newly creatadl
district Is grappling with =ervice dellvery amild pout losal feveniis dolladtlan, Finiiosyaies ian e

soit, Mr Joseph Senlayi, sald the
poor local reveniie isa \:Ig thal-
lenge because the district has to
depend on the central gaveri-
ment and donor funds, which
come with strings attached,

"We caniol keep on depend-
ing on donor funds because of
their stringent conditiona and
the district has coie up with
a revenue enhancement plan,
which was approved by the dis-
trict council, We want to use this
plantoat least raise the revenue
collection to Sha250m," Mr Sen-
tayl sald,

He said all distilet and sub-
county leaders have heen urged
to sensitise the people on rey-
enue collection In order Lo sup-
port the Shslib distelet hudgel
for this finanelal year,

Ms  Generoza  Dekunda,
a mother and a restdent of
Buten)a village In Mpasana Sub-
county, told Dalty Monftor thal
the distriet has been faced with
poor health rervive delivery ax
evidenced through the death of
four expectant mothers in la:
bour at health eentres hetween
the months of Mareh and June,
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DISAPPFOINTING

Ope year after heglnning sperationg,
e few ilistilivf= have alisaily hsai
nverwheliied iy challenges of g
eeivive ilelively

Hhe mald the distriet has
falled (o create a difference in
termis of belter health gervices,
eapecially lo expectant mothers
who still trek long distances to
health factlities,

Shesabd expectant mothersin
ler area trek more than dbkim
Lo Nkooko or Kiafita health cen-
tre 11,

"Generally, the health secton
performance 1 not yet good,
There s a problem of under:
glalfing and even when officials
from State House Health Monl-
toring Unit visited our health
centres recently following the
death of expectant mothers,
they found out that there are
slalling gaps, We have also put
In place o health committes to
help address some of the chal-
fenged I the health secton,” My

Hentayl sali

The district general purpose
cominittee secretary, My Obed
Tuzhabomwe, sald Kakumiro
Diztrict has no hospital to serve
118 population of abiout 100,000
penple

He recommended in this
year's budgel for the elevation
of Kakumiro Health Centre 1V to
a hospital,

The former Kibaale District
depiity apeaker, M Lawrence
Nazaara, who represents Kal
Indo Subcounty at Kakumiro
District Council, said the new
district has been riddled with
lrregular recrultment of stalf
by the district service com
mission, lack of accountability
and delayed implementation of
projects,

He, however, obaerved that
the creation of new distyicis
had improved on works on local
road network

*Some roads have heen
worked onand others are in the
budget, For example, the Kik
aora-Kigoma-Kasenyl road was
worked onat a cost of Sha 06"
My Bagaara sald
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