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BY SADAT MBOGO

MPIGI. Construction works on the
15.6-kilometre Mpigi-Muduuma Road
are taking shape, raising hopes of a re-
liable alternative route connecting to
Kampala City centre off the Kampala—
Masaka Highway:

However, some residents may slow
down the works after denying the con-

tractor, Zhongmei Engineering Group.

the right of way. claiming they should
be compensated like their counter-
Pparts on the road.

Ms Annet Nabuuma, the Mpigi Dis-
rict community development officer
and coordinator of the Metro Develop-
ment Forum,said although 97 percent
of Project-Affected Persons (PAPs) have
consented to surrender part of their
land for the project, some — including
awners of eucalyptus forests — have
sought redress in courts oflaw.

“The government chief valuer came,
but still they failed to cooperate. They
want the court to resolve their con-
cerns,” Ms Nabuuma said in an inter-

view last week. She also highlighted
structural challenges.

‘Mpigi-Muduuma roadworks take shape amid hurdles

“The road is very wide. If it was nar-
row. the cost would have been lower, in-
cluding that of compensating the PAPs

as guided, and complaints would be :
fewer. Some access roads are very wide,

requiring compensation, yet they offer
no vahie for money™Ms Nabuuma said.

The road is one of the key infra-
structure projects under the World

Bank-supported Greater Kampala Met-
ropolitan Area Urban Development
Programme (GKMA-UDP). The pro-
gramme, which has total financing of
approximately $566 million (about -
Shs2.1 trillion) from the World Bank’s
International Development Associa- |
tion (IDA), aims to improve institution- :
al capacity for metropolitan coordina- |
tion and increasé access to better infra- :
structure and services across the Great-

er Kampala Metropolitan Area.
Mr Joseph Muwanguzi, a resident o
Muduuma, expressed cautious opti

mism while closely monitoring the de- ;
- velopments.
“We are seeing some positive chang- -

es, with signage in place and a few mo-
torists already using parts of the road.
However, we still need better drainage
to our homes and gardens, and those
eucalyptus trees on the roadside are
dangerous, especially in Kibutu Village,
where grading has exposed the roots”

ONGOING WORKS
The Mpigi-Muduuma Road
is expected to be upgraded
to bitumen standard within
18 months. Construction
commenced in 2025 to reduce
travel time and stimulate
economic activity between Mpigi
Town Council and Muduuma
Sub-county. The cost for the
road segmentisapproximately .
Shs60.2b. Current activities
include culvert installation,
. deep excavations, grading and
levelling in several sections.

oo

. Development Forum member, c

he said.

The road traverses villages, includ-
ing Kibutu, Mayembe Lower, Nahbun-
nya.Kikamula, Nmono, Ggavi, Byengeza
and Mudunuma. Other positive strides
include the right of way being large-
ly secured, with inetitutions such as St
John's 88 Muduuma properly accom-
modated.

“Some house structures and electric
poles still lie within the graded i

works,”Mr Muwang:

Regarding the 23 bui
restructuring as corm
quantities (BoQs)
but the exercise h
This delay has aff;
prompting some w
sented to begin reconsidering their po-
sitions.

Mr John Baptist Ssengenclo, a !

for timely reconstruction to minimise
inconvenience to residents.

Ms Nabuuma said reconstruction
of the affected buildings and gates
will commmence before the end of this
momnth.

“But gates are for the contractor, and
as a district, we are only supposed to re-
construet 23 buildings, which is our re-

nstruction isst
e resolved swiftly so that the road
delivers lasting benefits to thé commu-
nity.

1Te

(8 CamScanner



