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and
vandalism.

Féulty traffic lights sow

chaos on Kampalaroads

BY ANDREW BAGALA
abagala@ug.nationmedia.com

KAMPALA. If you are attempting to

cross any major junctions in Kam--

pala City, you have to be extra care-
ful because the traffic light signals
are sometimes misleading

On several occasions the traffic
lights have displayed misleading
signals to motorists at major city
junctions, nearly causing accidents.

Kampala Capital City Authority
(KCCA) officials have attributed the
incidents to malfunction and van-
dalism.

For instance, vehicles plying Kira-

Road junction were nearly involved
in an accident recently after new
traffic lightsinstalled by KCCA mal-
functioned. < . ¢

A witness, who preferred
ity, said several vehicles were nearly
involved in head-on collisions in the
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tion to avoid an accident.

“The car avoiding collision headed
straight to the motorcycle I was on.
We only survived after the rider
avoided contact with the car,” the
eyewitness said.

KCCA has erected traffic lights at
several junctions in the city centre
and its suburbs. There are traffic
lights at Makerere Hill Road, Mam-
bule Road, Bwaise and Kira Road.

The traffic lights on Yusuf Lule
Road near Fairway Hotel have been
malfunctioning since they were
erected.

Mr Peter Kauju, the KCCA spokes-
man, recently said the traffic lights
at Yusuf Lule Road went off after
unknown people vandalised the ca-
bles connecting them to the power
supply. Theyhave since been recon-
nected. ., 5.,

Some of the traffic lights in the
city such as those at Clock Tower
on Entebbe Road and Kitgum House

middle of the }tmmum.and.ea‘ch ,pf,..juncti.gn-og..linja Road are still us-
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NEW
TRAFFICK
LIGHTS

New traffic
lights are being
installed by the
Kampala Capital
City Authority
(KCCA) under
the second

of the Kampala
Institutional and
Infrastructural
Development
Project (KIIDP-2)
with $183m
(about Shs664b)
funding from the
World Bank.

s

and, therefore, cannot efficiently
respond to solve a surge of traffic
from one direction.

The Executive Director of
KCCA, Ms Jennifer Musisi, said
during the mid-term review of
the institutional infrastructure
development on Wednesday, that
KCCA had invested alot of money
in traffic lights to save people
from traffic jams, but traffic po-
lice are hindering their operation

- by overruling them.

Ms Musisi’s assertion is sup-
ported by Operation Wealth Cre-
ation chairman, Gen Salim Saleh.

Gen Salim Saleh, while meeting
members of the Police Advisory
Committee at Namunkekeera in
Kapeere, Nakaseke District re-
cently, said the biggest challenge
t}\;;r',s Jdn the city is traffic

_ “Weare wasting a lot of money
in traffic jams. This is the biggest
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Man held over fake water

WAKISO. Police in Kampala have
detained a men for allegedly selling
counterfeit mineral water. The suspect
was repertedly caught red-handed by
police as he was packaging unprocessed
water in bottles to sell them as mineral
water. He was arrested at Shamba
Complex in Kampala following a tip-
off from traders at the building. The
acting Kampala Metropclitan Police
spokesperson, Mr Luke Owoyesigyire,
said they suspect that the culprit has
been selling fake water for a long time.
[Joseph Kato]

Police detain three

KAMPALA. Police in Kampala

are holding three men accused of
robbing people travelling at night

and breaking into houses. The three
suspects were reportedly arrested

in two separate incidents at night

in Buziga. One of the suspects was
reportedly found on a road at night
carrying a nail stubbed club. In another
incident, police arrested two people at
night who they found in possession
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Faulty traffic lights sow
chaos on Kampala roads

“If we allow

the vehicles to
move according
to the traffic
lights on some of
these junctions,
thera will he
ariclock in the
city. Sometimes
the lights don't
correspondent
with the evants

in the city,”

LUKE UWUYESIGVIRE,
KAMPALA
METROPOLITAN POLICE
SPOKESMAN

“There are two
areas that people
often claim that
itis the police
that cause jam
in—Clock Tower
and Jinja Roaq
Junctions, The jam
in those areas is
Caused by the raq
design, not traffic
officers, We just
come in to giye

‘an altemative,"
TRAFFIC POLICE
OFFICER
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problem in Kampala. [ wanted the
director of traffic police, Dr Stephen
Kasiima, to study the cause of the
problem and address it » _

Kampala Metropolitan Pol_lce
spokesman, Mr Luke Owoyesigyire,
said junctions with traffic lights us-
ing old technology are manned by
traffic police officers or KCCA traf-
fic warders to control the flow of
traffic,

“If we allow the vehicles to move
according to the traffje lights on
some of these junctions, there wil]
be gridlock in the city. Sometimes
the lights don’t correspondent with
the events in the City,” he said.

Some motorists often allege that
Whenever traffic officers take over
control of traffic gt junctions, there
is traffic gridlock in the City centre,

OWever, a senior city traffic offi-
cer, preferred anonymi

is not allowed to Speak
said the claimg are false,
“There are twyq areas that people

he police that

At Clock Tower on Ent
he said, traffic

€d, vehicleg
Tom Jinja wij not
be able move,

The officer said the city blannerg
do not consider ney developrnents,

me of whop are not o the city
asHteh said new unplanneq roads sych
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