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Ha|l Hassan Chalrperson of the Conperative Soclety

We are reauesting our partners In servicn,
particularly NAADS/OWC  to glve us morn
support In form of training, In terms of vaccines,
more Inputs like animals so that our society
benefits; you find that we are many and almost
half have not yet got.

Then there is the issue of diversification. You
find that there are people who are not Interested
in animals and may be Interested in poultry. So,
if we train them and aet capital, it will involve
everybody. | ee a lot of light at the end of the
tunnel.

Please paint for me a candid picture of how the
cooperative soclety was before and now?

Actually, before NAADS/OWC, we had serious
concerns with our members. By then we were
only an association of 30 members but we have
Now grown our membership to 203 and more are
still Joining In. In the earlier days, poor nutrition
was the order of the day, a lot of poverty, poor
sanitation and hygiene and then Ignorance as
nobody knew what to do and generally the
Income of the soclety was so low.

However since NAADS/OWC came, a lot has
changed. Everybody has got at least 3,000
liters to ‘»OQOof milk in the family while others
are getting as much és shs 50, 000 per day. So,
if we expand ou‘i’sécie!y and activities, | think
we would be getg!hg a lot of milk. And if for
example we get a_‘coofef. and market our milk at
fairly good prices, poverty would be no more.

Umaru Kasawo, a member of Bugwerl Commercial Farmers’ Cooperative
Soclety, displays his cows Jocated at Bulungull Seed, Bulungull Parish,
Buyanga Sub-county, Bugwerl County, Iganga District. PHOTO BY PHILIP

BUGIRI FARMER REGRETS DELAY IN JOINING MAADS/OWC

B USIT When Mr. John 2alla, A realdent
of Bukays Village, NMaklvamhba Parlsh,
Nabukatu  Sub-county In  Pugl  Dlstrict
ratuctantly ambraced the Mational Agricultural
Advisory Serviess (NAADS) progaramme In
2074, ha had no Idan that this will ba he tuming
polnt,

Mr Sajja to'd Dally Monltor how a September
2014 viet to Pracident Musevenl, literally pulled
him from a bottomiess pit of poverty and aulckly
turned him into an influsntial village figurs the
community looks up to

The Cenests

In June 2014, Mr Sajja, then a Bualrl District
Publicity Secratary and 29 others, wrote to
State House teeking audience with Prosident
Museveni.

The President accepted to meet them In
September 2014 but the list was trimmed to 16
and Mr, Sajja remained part of the entourage to
State House.

In the meeting, the President advised that
his guests Immediately undertake formal
lessons in both livestock and crop farming at
Kabanyolo under the tutelage of Kabanyolo-
based Sclentists. This would be done under
the watchful eye of Crop Scientists and Policy
makers from the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal
Industry and Fisheries.

“We were taught a lot and that has since
enriched my animal rearing skills,” he says.

It was until December 2014 that the government,
through its agency, NAADS under Operation
Wealth Creation (OWC), dispatched 16 heifers
targeting youth to each district including Bugiri.
Mr. Sajja was one of the beneficiaries.

He currently owns an over 400kg heifer which,
according to him, is the basis of his existence. He
regrets not having embraced the NAADS/OWC
program much earlier.

“At 38, | believe | am very much behind schedule
and have lost plenty of valuable time away from
farming. | delayed to join this programme simply
because | took it for granted but | have seen that
there are very good projects and | will make sure
that | benefit from them optimally.” he says.

He adds: | was given a cow In 2014, | was lucky

of milk
every day

Mr John Sajja, a rasident of Bukaya Village, Nakivamba Parish,
Nabukalu Sub-county In Bugiri District, a proud bansficiary of the project

that it gave birth and | was getting close to 30
=35 Niters of milk per day.| was selling each litre
at Shs 1,400 and would save my She 20,000
solld cash per day for about 8 months.

* Now the cow is In calf and dried up. The first
off spring died of East Coast Fever despite the
treatment given. “With my savings | was also
contributing to education of my siblings but
have also started constructing my residential
house.” Sajja the youthful farmer said while
shaking his head In disbelief.

Apart from getting milk, Mr. Sajja says he has
benefited a lot from the cow where he has been
able to open other projects. “Are you seeing
its cow dung over there?” He rhetorically asks.
"That cow dung is what | take to the groundnut
garden over there and the yields have all been
so good,” he adds.

“This cow Is currently worth Shs 5m and if |

can own it for the next 10 years, | will be a very
rich person with considerable wealth never

“If this cow can produce two

or three more times, | will be
able to educate the people
of this village better on
animal rearing (our people
learn better when they see).
Actually, if | get a model
farm, this place, right from
my sub-county to Bugiri
District, will practice good
animal rearing .

imagined!”
Chattengos

“When the cow falls sick, rernember | am in 5
vary remote area, It becomes costly since | gat
the treatment from Jinja where my vaterinary
doctor stays. At times, he is forced to come all
the way from Jinja to Bukaye village,” he adds.

Feeding the cow is another challenge thag Mr.
Sajja experiences. He needs about Shs 350,
000 per month to cater for feeding on top of
veterinary services and the herdsman.

Cattle rearing reaps benefits and for that, | am
so grateful to NAADS/OWC. For somecne to
save Shs20,000 per day [about Shs 600,000
a month] in such a village like this, speaks
volumes, "he says. He advises the NAADS/OWC
officials to keep helping and monitoring the
rural based farmers to ensure that they don't
mismanage the given projects.

Sajja enced his story telling by urging the youth
to more on ng and

Into such opportunities from NAADS/OVW/C and
others which can help them create wealth. For
many of my colfeagues in rural areas like me,
please start small and these develop
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