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Easy ways of planting g 
£ouRdRYLS al5o known . 
are cultivnted n the somion, g 2L <ol regions of nearly 06 w110 sorT e sEU ol the Gt cries 

Ttis an ImpOFtant logume s, 
sumed slobally parcicularly o s e SO Hifocontats fran 

‘For people i many developing co croundnuts are the princina |5 countries, 
gestible protein containing 25 -3¢ Of di- 
or David Kalule Okells who mogpe: groundaut breeding heading tho 0T £10il crops at the Nationg achioSTunme 

{harces Research Instiure (yo Soror. oxplaing the beat poc s KD 
it e Crop Should adere g oSS ot bumper hirvest and o or fasert ware the o 

Land proparation Dr Okello explains that 1ang repaedeanly bofors (e i 5.0 be s VAng can take place e a 7 - - e R ¥ When the s ; : 
A uniform seedbad with sugg, ing depth and spncing s oy feient Dlant- 

tion, weed control and good morar. SeMina- 
Gon' Land can be Uil g 5t o ploah bt commercia 
tractors. 
Flanting, sowing seed ang 
With the current weather o 

/, the planting date hanges glo,. ally, the planting date is ditficuy g o 
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of holes. fertiliser, 
Oep seeds and 
P g, One must get it 
- from onset, writes 
O inda Afedraru. 
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an- 
However, farmers shoul uld plant as so there isadequate and consis g s Lo0n 83 the sround (o ensure £00d perminagtile R subseaquent plant Exouw, o “Timely planting dates sho tage of periods of higher rainfal Lig2van- ing end of the season drought efferid 2V0id- Farmers are advised 1 on scads in rows and one s i rows and one seed per porm 
For Rroundmut varieties whici, right farmers should Dlane Scren s g 12 spacing is 4Sem by 75em and thosa iy 

{ ing or spot spraying to prevent spreading 
weeds, Thizomes, (ubers or roots. This is 
particularly important for perennial weed 

" species. 
Tt is important to clean all tillage equip- 

§ ment before moving (o the next field to 
avoid disease spread. 
Farmers are advised to use herbicides to 
remaove initial weed prior to planting 1o 

ensure a weed-free scedbed. 
% Larly maturing small seeded 

varieties require 300 - 500 mm while medium 10 Jate maturing 
large sceded varicties need 1000 
~1200 i rainfall. 

nut varicties ST and 6R mafure {aking approximately 00 g eerl while Serenut 8R, ST, 11T and 14 /4 mature between 100 - 110 days, & sl s Important io dig the fiole em deep for efficient a- tion. Sceds that ate slo 
cmerge and a substan ik cmerge 8 andard plant will be 
Shallow planting of seeds of less than sc; can only be considered whon engups werr. tureis available and the climate s ropiar 

Soil type 
Al soils other than very heavy ones are 

suitablefor growing groundnut, but the bast 
imgated land 306,000 plants Faimers are expected 1o plant 80 kilo- grammes of ground secd per hoctave S thic applics to small seeded piants but for with bigger seeds 100 kilogrammen are planted per hectare., i 
Wee 
Farmers are expected to weed the fary twice or three times dependij ced ooncea pending on the weed 

are deep, well drained sandy, sandy loam or 
loamy sand soils. Groundnuts will not grow 
well or fix nitrogen in acidie soils. 

150,000 
NUMBER OF PLANTS 

RECOMMENDED PER ACRE rtiliser requirement 
Groundnuts respond better to residual 

fertility than to direct fertiliser applica 
tion. A soil test is the best way to determine whether fertiliser or lime is required in groundnut growing. 

Hand weeding is recommended to avoid damaging of flowers to cause abortion. It s important for farmers to seout for pests and “The first weeding is done after two woeks . discases, Plants which are affector i i o 

e et e s done s Which are affected mustbe  Liniing is necessary only when the soil pH 
oms Shoudbe berery  Uiseuses. is below 5. However f soil test results are Remove spotty infestations by hand hoe- ~ not available, the general fertiliser yoeom. 
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roundnuts 
mendntion is: NPK ki /ha: 25 ke, of N - 50 ki of o "0 ot 3pply potassium fortilisers when the 

e emergod. Foliar sprays of nutris vy roundnuts have e, 
ents can be applied in casc of dise 

Harvesting and storago 
‘Groundnuts usually give an indication when (o 

harvest. o order to determine the correcl har: 
vest time, the development of the plant must be 

sidered. g 
“Ihe groundnuts should be harvested when 
75 per cent of the pods have reached niaturlty: 
Haryosting at the ight me ives the farmer the 
‘maximum yield and grade. 
When the plant s lefc to over stay in the field he plants will germisate. ) 

U rmers can know hirvest indicutors a5 pods 
mature and the inside becomes brown Lo black, 
while immature pods retaina fresh white appear- 
ance. - 

Orice farmers observe this by uprooting three 
-to five plants at different spots of the field, they 
can'start harvesting. Farmers are advised to remove the sl on the 

" pods and dry under sunshine on polythane pa 
ers for about 10 days. ¥ 

P ptoper Storage i3 encouraged to avoid inci- 
dences of aflatoxin which is on the increase due 16 negligent post handling practices. " 
A furmer who follows the right agronomy wil 

be in position to harvest 1,000 kilogrammes per 
hectare. 

CROP ROTATION 
A weil plannes, crop rotation system can 
ensure ood yields of high quallty. Insider to 
reduce risk In the farming systam, groundnuts 
showld be grown in rotation with other Grops. 
such as maize, 
To avoid buildup of pests and diseases. 
groundnut should N0t be grown continuously 
on the same fand. A rotation of three years or 
longer usually reduces disease burden. 

POTS AND DISEASES 
The common diseases of groundauts are the. 
Rosette Virus and leaf spot which usually 
destroys the leaves and stems causing yield 
loss of up to 70 per cent 
Farmers can contrel it by spraying the whale. 
plant with insecticides, such as dimethoate for 
W0 weeks measuring a mixture of Smis per 
twa ltres of waer. 
Others are ground leaf rust and pests such as. 
rodents, mites, Aphids and leaf minors which 
‘can be avoided through crop rotation, 


