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These varieties ineluge Sere
UTand 14R. R stands for the ;Zﬁigffaf fng 'g'
stands for white tan. The improved Sere.
nut varicties ST and 6R mature early
lakjngappmximwiygu - 100 days
while Serenut 8R, 9T, UT and 14R
mature between 100 - 11p days,

It is important to dig the hple
6cm deep for efficient Bermina-
tion. Seeds that germinate slowly
as a result of deep planting take 1o,

Shallow planting of seeds of less 5
can only bg considered when enoutgﬁanr;:gg
ture s available and the climate js moist,

Generally, 150,000 plants per acrc are rec-
ommended for dry land production and for
irrigated land 300,000 plants,

Farmers are expected to plant 80 kilo-
grammes of ground seed per hectare and
:JTS app_l::.;sl:p small seeded plants byt for
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Hand weeding is recommended to avoid
damaging of flowers to cause abortion. It is
important for farmers to scout for pests and
diseases, Plants which are affected must be
removed.

Remove spotty infestations by hand hoe-

’éél ing or spot spraying to prevent spreading

weeds, rhizomes, tubers or roots. This is
particularly important for perennial weed
species.

Tt is important to clean all tillage equip-
ment before moving (o the next field to

¢ avoid disease spread.

Farmers are advised to use herbicides to
remove initial weed prior to planting to
. ensure a weed-free seedbed.

Early maturing small seeded
varieties require 300 - 500 mm
while medium o late maturing
+ large seeded varieties need 1000

= 1200 mumn rainfall.

Soil type

All soils other than very heavy ones arc
suitable for growing groundnut, but the hest
are deep, well drained sandy, sandy loam or
loamy sand soils. Groundnuts will not grow
well or fix nitrogen in acidic soils.

Fortiliser requirement
Groundnuts respond better to residual
fertility than to direct fertilisor applica-
tion. A soil test is the best way to determine
whether fertiliser or lime is required in
groundnut growing.
Liming is necessary only when the soil pH

. Is below 5.8. However if soil test results are

not available, the general fertiliser recom-

planting groundnuts

mendntion is: NPX kg /ha: 25 kg of N - 50 kg of

- patassium. a2 )
MI)-:; not apply potossium fertilisers when the
groundnuts have emerged. Foliar sprays of nutri-
ents can be applied in case nfdt';(-nsv.‘?‘, .

Harve and

; : o
Groundnuts usually give an !nd;calion wT:‘r?mf
harvest. In order to determine the correc
ué‘.sl time, the development of the plant must be
considered. Lo
" The groundnuts should be harvested wrl;oﬂ
75 per cent of the pods have reached niatul }L"Y:
Harvesting at the right time gives the farmer the
maximum yield and grade. : "
" “When the plant is left ro. over stay in the field
ne plants will germinate. ; )
: F:rmcrs r_‘an%aenow nharvest indicutors as podk:,
mature and the inside becomes brown Lo bla’c g
"'while immature pods retain a fresh white appear-
.ance. 5 »
“: Once farmers ohserve this by uprooting three
‘~to five plants at different spots of the field, they
" can start harvesting. :
‘. Farmers are advised to remove the soil on the

" pods and dry under sunshine on polythane pa-

ers for about 10 days. ke
4 Proper storage is encouraged to avoid inci
dences of aflatoxin which is on the increase due
to negligent post handling practices. .
A fglnner who follows the right agﬂnlﬂn}); wi‘lrl
be in position to harvest 1,000 klogranumes p

hectarc.

CROP ROTATION

A well planned, crop rotation system can :
ensure guod yields of high quality. Inoider to
reduce risk in the farming system, groundnuts
should be grown in rotation with other crops
such as maize, .

To aveid buildup of pests and diseases.
groundnut should not be grown centinuously
on the same land. A rotalion of three years or
longer usually reduces disease burden.

PETS AND DEISEASES

The common diseases of groundputs are the
Rosette Virus and leaf spot which usually
destroys the leaves and stermns causing yield
loss of up to 70 per cent

Farmars can contrel it by spraying the whaole
plant with insecticides, such as dimethoate for
twao weeks measuring a mixture of Smls per
twa litres of water.

Others are ground leaf rust and pests such as
rodents, mites, Aphids and leaf minars which
can be avoided through crop otation.




