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_.Entebbe residents protest dumping of garbage near L. Victoria

BY JACINTA M KANNYANGE

WAKISO. At Nkumba Dumping Site

in Katabi Town Council, Entebbe Munic-
ipality, the air feels thick and oppressive, |
carrying a stench that settles deep into

your nostrils.

Even before the heaps of garbage come
into view, the smell announces itself :

sharp,sour,and unmistakably putrid.

burnt plastic, and stagnant water, all
fused into a single,suffocating odour.

Under the sun, the piles of garbage

slowly decompose, releasing waves

Occasionally,a breeze sweeps through,

further into nearby homes and path-
ways.

The odour clings stubbomly in the air; |
making it hard to breathe. It seeps into

clothingand li long after you leave, |
thing and lingers long mve,gaaiw

Ms Judith Zimbe Nabikindu, anoth- |

refusing to be forgotten.

For those who live nearby, it has be- !
come an unavoidable part of daily life.
People walk quickly past,covering their
: weather

This has now forced them toraise an :
alarm over what they describe asillegal :
dumping of garbage at Katana wastesite. :

The Nkumba dumpsite, which start- :
ed receiving waste after the collapse of '
Kiteezi Landfill in Kampala, was report- :
edly meant to operate temporarily How- :

. may be flowing directly into Lake Victo- :
tinue to dump waste at the site months ° ria. - :

NOsEs.

ever, residents say garbage trucks con-

. later;raising fears about environmental
- contamination, especially because the -

dumping area lies close to Lake Victoria.
For many locals, daily life has changed
drastically since the dumping began.

“We used to have fresh air,but now it is :
hard to even breathe”says Mr Jamal Be- :

sweri, aresident.

He adds that garbage trucks come be- :
. tween 9pm and 4am,adding that locals :
. nolonger sleep because of the noise and
Itisablend of rotting food,damp waste,
- dumping of garbage. _
¢ According to residents, the site initial- :
Iy received waste from Nabugabo before :
. other waste disposal companies joined
of heat that intensify the smell. Flies
- swarm in dark clusters.

thesmell caused by the prolonged illegal

in. Previously, only trucks from Entebbe

i Municipality dumped waste there, re-
¢ ¢ portedly two to three trucks per day. But
but instead of reliefit spreads thestench |
trucks arriving at the site has increased.

since the crisis at Kiteezi, the number of

The impact is being felt across several
nearby zones, including Bukolwa Cen-
tral,Kavund.Lra, and Apollo Zone.

er resident living close to the dumpsite,
says the stench worsens during rainy

“When it rains, the smell becomes too
much. Flies.hover around our homes
and it is difficult to maintain hygiene.
Sometimes when the garbage is levelled,
the smell spreads even further”she says.

Residents also fear that contaminat-
ed runoff (leachate) from the dumpsite

“They dump garbage and extend it to- :
wards the lake, when it rains, the dirty :
i water flows straight into Lake Victoria.”
. Besweri says.

NEMA, ACTIVISTS SPEAK

The Executive Director of
Nema, Mr Akankwasha Barirega,
said Entebbe Municipality still
uses Nkumba site as their land
fill even though they received a
stop notice from Nema as the
overall regulator. :

He adds that the location of
the waste management facility
is totally wrong. “It’s near a sen-

~ sitive ecosystem and the muni-

cipality must find alternative,”
he says.

Mr Henry Mbowa, a climate
change activist, blames the fai-

* lure to enact policies that could
guide the proper management
of waste at the different dump-
sites.

“Thereislack of proper gui-
danceinthe Kampala Capital
City Authority (KCCA) and other
entities on how waste should be
managed,” he says.

Mr Denis Yub, a human rights
activist and sociopolitical com-
mentator, says the government
ought to learn from what hap-
penedin Kiteezi. He expressed
concern over leachate polluting
the lake.

He says because of the pollution con-
- cerns, many households have stopped |
| usingnearby water sources and now rely
. on piped water from the National Water
- and Sewerage Corporation or harvested
. rainwater.
- Accordingly, the situation has also af-
- fected property values in the area. Sev-

eral residents say they have been forced

- tosell their land at reduced prices dueto
. thesmell and environmental concerns.
. “Some people have sold off their plots
i and others have failed to find buyers be-
i causeland haslost value,Besweri adds.

- Theft
. In addition to the environmental chal-
. lenges, locals report a rise in theft in !
. the area, which they associate with the
. influx of people working around the !
i dumpsite. Besweri being one of the site
i mangers, says he has lost some prop- = says.
i erties ranging from installation wires,
. wheelbarrows and cement at times.

Despite the hardships, some commu-

i nity members say the waste site has al-
. so created limited economic opportuni- :
ties. A number of residents earn income
. ingthe National Environment }

by sorting garbage delivered by trucks.

However, many say the costs of cop- :
ing with the pollution are becoming too
high. “Every day we have to buy pesti- '
cides and air fresheners, an air freshen-
er costs about Shs18,000,and pesticides
are dangerous because in the long-run
they can cause health complications,” :
i MsNabikindusays.

Local leaders achov}ledge the con-

~cerns but say efforts are underway to

- uga,local leaders plan to hold cor

. for the dumping site to be ha
. residents wonder why the ¢

. tiestoimplement a clear waste manage-
: ment plan, enforce environmental laws
i -and protect Lake Victoria from pelluton

find a sustainable solution.

Mr Vincent Nsubuga, the secreta Iy for
information of Apollo Zone in Bulp},..
Central,says authorities are consider .,
new wastemanagement initiatizes

“Garbage has been a big challe 0.
some people complain while others e,
efit from sorting and recycling it T
who live close to the dumpsite ars 1+
onesfeelingtheimpacthesays.

He reveals that there is a com
which has expressed interest in
up a facility to convert garbag 5
quettes and manure. According to 9

tior}swit.h residents before the projes
begins.
ty and agree on whether the factor

beinstalled. With time, we hope the
of garbage will be properly mana

o=y 1T

However, locals say there is no |

brought to the location at nig Tt .m:-:.-:
underhand dealings.
They also accuse regulators, includ-

ment Authority (Nema),of failin
action despite repeated compl!
“We have brought Nema officiaks here
two times but nothing has been dona’
Besweri says.
Community members are now calinz
on government and municipal author-




