Leaders stand in the way of
Entebbe hospital takeover

No way. State House had moved to take
over management of Entebbe Grade A
hospital citing security reasons.

BY JOSEPH KIGGUNDU
&AL-MAHDI SSENKABIRWA
jkiggundu@ug.nationmedia.com

ENTEBBE. Government has suc-
cumbed to pressure from Wakiso Dis-
trict leaders and dropped a proposal
by State House to take over manage-
ment of Entebbe Grade A Hospital,
Daily Monitorhas established.

According to Health Minister Dr
Jane Aceng, government will instead
merge both Entebbe Grade A and
Grade B hospitals to form one re-
gional referral hospital.

“It is true our negotiations have
born fruits and the controversy sur-
rounding the Entebbe Grade A Hos-
pital is no more,” Dr Aceng said in gn
interyiew 1 Tues >
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form one regional referral hospital
with more specialists and improved
services.”

Dr Aceng said since the disagree-
ment cropped up on the proposal to
give away Entebbe Grade A to State
House, her ministry undertook to
study the population density of Wak-
iso District and discovered that the
area requires a bigger health facility
to cater for the rapidly growing popu-
lation in the district.

“Currently, the population of Wak-
iso is estimated at 2.5m people and
according to the Ministry of Health
policy, once the population of a dis-
trict or aregion hits 2 million people,
it means that there is need to elevate
the existing facility in that area to a
regional referral hospital,” she said.

The minister revealed that once
Entebbe Grade A is upgraded to a
regional referral hospital, it will be
under the Ministry of Health, but
msed by Wakxso district and
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Uganda’s debt rising

ENTEBBE. Mr Patrick Tumwebaze,

the executive director of Uganda Debt
Network, has said the country’s debt is
worryingly on the rise. “Our debt levels
are rising again, we can debate about the
reasons for that official statistics, say
$7b. some say $9b, but as civil society,

representative from the ministry. we put it to $12b” he told journalists. Mr

| e ] When government through the Tumwebaze made the rmrksgduﬁng the
EEY Ministry of Health first came up regional conference on debt in Eastern
ISSUE with a proposal to give away En- |  Africain Entebbe recently. Prof E;ra
- tebbe Grade A hospital to State |  Suruma, a senior presidential advisor on
Health Minister House, Wakiso leaders led by the planning and economic development. sa
Dr Jane Aceng district chairperson, Mr Matia when the country borrows money to inv
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both Emmbr:erg move, claiming the government used because it is always embezzled b~
GradeAandGrade had sirfister plans to steal t_he four greedy government officials. [Paul Adu
B hospitals to acre-piece of land on which the
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referral hospital. However, government dismissed Mengo starts tralmng
the claims as unfounded. Since :
then, there have been back -and- m;gﬁ;ﬁmsg%dm he
farthnegotiationsbetween cL cultural and traditional education

leaders and Ministry of Health of-
ficials to resolve the impasse.

Dr Aceng said government has
tasked Wakiso District leadership
to identify three health facilities
in the district from which the min-
istry will choose one that will be-
come a district hospital. m“g“:‘“d the ge“e';‘ pfu}b.l:
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Govt blocks Entebbe
hospital takeover
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decide which health facility amgpg_ ‘

those they have should become a d 1:s“
Voices trict hospital and I am sure they wi
soon get back to us,” she sald.'

When contacted, Mr Bwanika was ‘
upbeat ahout the development, say- |
ing the government had flnall“y re- |
sponded to their concerns and “togk
the right decision”, _ _

“When we first received infor-
mation that State House wantegi to |
manage Entebbe Grade A Ho§p1t§l,
we thought they were targeting its
vast prime land and even convert the

facility into a First Family hospital. Of
Itis true our course, this meant that other people
negotiations have ) ok have access to the hospital
born fruits and for treatment, something we had to
the controversy Oppose. I am happy that we are now
fﬁ;’@:ﬁ?im g:i]éing in the same direction,” he \
Zr:::né,:m - According to the draft MoU, which [
DR JANE ACENG, Daily Monitor has seen, State House |
HEALTH MINISTER had promised to renovate and pro- |
mote staff integrity as wel] asequip |
the hospital with modern equip- |
ment. |
The MoU would also allow Staff ‘
House staff accesg affordable treat- \[
ment and care at the facility. "
The agreement Was supposed to |
be in force for five years ang couldbe |
mutually extendeq by the partners in \
case of need. ‘
Dr Robert Kagwire, the distriet |
health officer, saiq once both Entebbe L
Grade A ang Grade B hospitals are |
merged and upgraded to g regiona]

* "When we referral facj ity, it will cater for a big-
first received 8T number of Datients Compared to
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Entebbe Grade thg Improved Services. The hospital is |

Hospital, we 80Ing to get 5 facelift like j was done
thought they wers  on ebbe Grade B
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