2 Doctor |dmXtra

Dentist
Dr Muhammad Matovu

Should you worry
abput gaps in your
child’s baby teeth? -

any parents worry when they see gaps
in their, child’ baby t“mmgap
omething might be wrong, Howev-

er, these spaces are often a sign that your child's
mouth is developing normally, Baby teeth are
naturally smaller than permanent teeth, and
the gaps that form between them create space
for the larger adult teeth to come in straight.
This spacing is a normal and healthy part of jaw

Interestingly,children often have small gaps
near their canine teeth, known as primate spac-
5. These gaps are important because they ac-

commodate the larger permanent teeth that will - ™

eventually replace the baby teeth. Without these
gaps,children may experience crowding and mis-
alignment later on, which might require braces
or other orthodontic treatments.
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Monitor

Argund age six, the first permanent molars
erupt behind the baby teeth without replacing
any existing teeth, If there ism't moughsp_ao'e,t?us
is often when early crowding begins. Monitor-
ing the spacing of teeth during this time can help
identify potential issues before they become

Asimple waytorer_nanbertm.sis that gaps usu-
ally indicate healthy dental developme:}t,whﬂea
lack of gaps may requie closer monitoring. Reg:
ular dental visits are essential for tracking how

chjld'sjmisglwing,huw teeth are erupt-
ing,and whether ‘there is enough room for the

permanmtteah
It is alsoimportant to note that baby teeth are
not just temporary plaCeho]demTheygwde the
ignment of permanmtt_eeﬂm,mpporl prop-
erchewing, aid in speech deve_IOpmml, and help

" maintain spaoemﬂlejmmungcmdbaby

teeth is crucial to ensure that pe;rnam;nt ue;:;
have the best chance of coming In
hg:u%mam gaps in baby Leeplaregenera:ofoz
psivesn B8 LI et
oralhyg]ene,mgiﬂa: Eul . Loy

storil ild's jaw and tooth .
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