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Should you worry 
about gaps in your 
child’s baby teeth? - 

any parents worry when they see gaps 

rething might be wrong Howey- 
ex,these spaces areoften a signthat yourchilds 
mouth s developing normally Baby teeth are 
naturally smaller thanpermanent teeth,and 
the gaps that form beteen them create Space 
for thelarger adult tee'h to comein traight. 
This spacingis a normal and healthy partofjaw 

Interestinglychildren often have small gaps 
near their canine teeth, known as primate spac- 

‘es.These gaps are important because they ac- 
commodate the larger permanent teeth that ill - ¥ 

c eventually replace the baby teeth. Without these: 
gaps,children may experence crowding and mis- 

¥ alignment later on, which might require races. 
orother orthodontic treatments. 
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“Around agesi,the first permanent molars 

) erupt behind the babyteeth without replacing 
! ‘any existing teeth. I there it cnough spacé,his 

isoften when early crowding begins Monitor- 
ing the spacing ofteeth during this ime éan help 
identify potentialissues before they become 
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