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n the corridors of Ugandas legal sys- 
tem, Daniel Wangutusi moves with 
the deliberate focus of alawyer build- 

tor” his hands gliding over DJ decks, 
i the energy of aroom lost 

in reggae’s steady groove. This is not a 
case of split personality but a master- 
fully conducted symphony of passion 
and profession, a life built on the twin 
pillars of a family legacy; justice and 
music. 
"To witness Wangutusi in ither realm 
i510 see a man completely in his ele- 
ment The transition, however,is what 
fascinates. "People often see the two 
‘worlds as contradictory,” he says."One 
is seen as rigid, bound by precedent 
and procedure. The otheris felt as luid, 
driven by emotion and spontanetyBut 

Law tenches you structuro and how to argue n case. Music toaches you to foel and how tomove a crowd. Both, 

‘Wangutusi: 
‘Lawyer by 
DJ by nigh 
Eachnew case is like a new song, you 
learn its structure, its nuances, how 
to presentit. One uses statutes and 
precedents; the other uses beats 
and basslines. But the goal is similar; 
to create something resonant, to 
make animpact, to find the rhythmin 

the structure. 
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Themost de- 
licate part 
of Wangutu- 
sfsbalancing 
actisnot 

- timo mana- 
gement, but 
identity ma- 
nagement. 
Howdoos 
one ensur 

perceivedin- 
formality of 
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forme, they are complementary forces. 
Law teaches you structure and how to 
arguea case. Music teaches you to feel 
and how tomove a crowd. Both,at their 
best,areabout connection.” 

Tho fathor'slegacy 
“The roots of this dual existence run 

deep, nourished by his father, retired 
High Court Justice David Wangutusi. 
The elder Wangutusi is remembered 
ot only for hislegal acumen butfor is 
profound, unabashed love for music,a 
traitthat painted Daniefs childhood in 
vibrant sonic hues. 
~Our home was never silent,” Wangu: 

tusirecalls with a smile. "My father had 
a powerful, well-amplified sound sys- 

at their best, aro about connaction. 

teminstalled. Music flowed from the car, 
the balcony,very room. It was his lan- 
guage of joy:He would pullus from our 
Studies 0 dance,no was not an opton.In 
those moments,he was not a judge; he 
‘wasaman completelyaliveinthermusic” 

“This immersive upbringing did more 
than reateahobby; tforged a worldview: 
‘Wangutusi observed that his father ex- 
cellercein court was paralieed by his - 
sionat home.There was no contlict, 
afulllfe Heshawed me that profession- | 
alistdocs not require the suppressionof 
yoursps e scryling vanttobe 

pocdin hiscareerand ey human 
inl 
fiep:nh.mvmwwnhnn!d. 

‘Wangutus?s own musical journey began | 

as aprivate exploration at 15,a teenage | 
curiosity that grew into selftaught skil. | 
Dy the time he entered | Interna Kampalal 
tional University in 2013 to study law he 

| soon graduating! 
| tiesand birthdays."It was organic.Inev- 
asawitasacarcer path Iwas justsome- 
thingloved that my friends appreciat- | 1) 

The jugglingact 
‘Thereal test came during the demand- 
ingyearsat the Law Development Centre: 

m-.numlhnhluflmadumde— 
ision to not let law school consume my 
identity," he explains. "l went to class, I 
‘studied hard, but I also went out I played 

musicwhen friendsasked Ifyoudo 
not, you emerge with a certifi- 
catebut having missed thelife 
thatshapesyou." 
‘Todayhis weekly schedule 
is a meticulously planned 
testament to this philosophy 
adynamic calendar where le- 

galappointments and DY bool 
ings coexist. His current role is 

rector at Waling Consults, where he spe- 
cilises in the evolving fieids of data pro- 
tection, privacy,and energy lawe This 
rectorship grants him the autononyy to 
*workal hispaceand time"a aucial flex- 
bilitythat enables hisuniquelifestyle. 
“The most delicate part of Wangutusis 
alancng st s ot time management, | 
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robes, but not his eore profissionalisn, 
“There s a way Learry ¢ el th 

nare | oy 
St hat (e 
Tnyself,but theJegal profe=cion. [cann, gould bring ey prin 

aheds 1 

odisrepute” 
This conecious separation i 

wwandmibe Fxeept for his earty 
where he poes straight 

isauniformofone pre 1 
canual DI wear s the uniform of anot ., 
“The physical act of changing e 
psychologieal signal. it helps m 
modescompletely” 

Fatigueand preconceptions. 

‘The lifestyle is rewarding but not wiy, 
out its strains. The primary challenee . 
physical and mental fatigue. A late M 
day night at Safari Maze is often foll, 

by an early Tuesday momning in coury 
"Youlearn to function on less sleep,to 1 

whenyou need to be.Coffee helri) 
hejokes, before tumning serious. “But 
sustainable only because the Diiny 
ergising.not draining It S my release. it 
feltas asecond jobJcould not doit.* 
The second, moresubtlechallenge s <, 

cietal perception. 
*Thereis an unspoken expectation thy, 
lawryers should occupy a certain sociy| 
stratum; certainclubs,certain hobbies ge. 
ingaDJin bars can challenge that sters 
otype” 
He has encountered surprise, sormc. 

times | from both legal peer, 
and nightlife patrons. T have had pecpe 
TmeetasaDJ doa genuine double take 
‘when they are later introduced to ' Coun 
sdwmgunm 'in alegal setting. The cog. 

nitive dissonancecan beamusing " 
Yet,this very friction has becomnea pro- 

fessional advantage. Hs nighthife networ 
hasorganicall bled into huslegal practic 
“Some of my best clients, artistes, eviz, 
‘managers, bar owners, come from 
‘music scene. They see me in both world 
and trust me because [ understand the 
industry from the inside. My passion has 
‘ecomeabridgetomy clients” 
Afoinharmony 
Acowningmomentof validation carne: 

in 2025, when he was selected as the D) 
for the annual Justices Dinner. Ther, aur- 
rounded by the Attorney General,judes, 
and senior legal minds; the very embod- 
iment of his day-world, he provided the 
night' soundtrack Tt wasa fulkcircle mo- 
‘ment,” hesays. To have my passion wek 
comed into the hear of my profs 

affirming It signalled that 
the twoidentitescouldmot oy coeit 
‘but becelebrated together” 
For Wangutusi, the question is never 

“lawyer or DI7* It "lawyer and DU His 
1ife argues against the monolithic profes 
sionalidentity A typical day; waking 
630am, workinga fullegal schedule, per 
'haps arguingin court then unwinding by 
curatinga musical journey for a crowd.is 
notaschism,butaharmony: 
“Icannot claim to have perfected e 

art," he concludes thoughtfully"Lav as 
music, i a continuous leaning process. 
Eachnewcaseislikeanewsong,youleam 
its structure,itsnuances, how to present it 
Oneusesstatutesand precedents; the oth 
eruses beats and basslines But the goal s 
similar; to create something resonant, to 
‘make an impact,to find the rhythm in 
the structure.*_ . 
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