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BY ROLAND D.NASASIRA

n the corridors of Uganda's legal sys-

tem, Daniel Wangutusi moves with

the deliberate focus of a lawyer build-

ing his practice. Hours later,under the
pulsing lights of a Kampala lounge, the
same man becomes "W i Selec-
tor,” his hands gliding over DJ decks,
commanding the energy of a room lost
in reggae's steady groove. This is not a
case of split personality, but a master-
fully conducted symphony of passion
and profession, a life built on the twin
pillars of a family legacy; justice and
muse.

To witness Wangutusi in either realm
isto see a man completely in his ele-
ment. The transition, however, is what
fascinates. "People often see the two
worlds as contradictory,” he says."One |
is seen as rigid, bound by precedent
and procedure. The other is felt as fluid, -
driven by emotion and spontanejty.But :

CRISIS
The most de-
licate part
of Wangutu-
si's balancing
actisnot

- time mana-

gement, but
identity ma-
nagement.
Howdoes
one ensura
the gravitas
ofalawyer
isnotunder-
mined by the
perceivedin-
formality of
aDJ?

for me, they are complementary forces.
Law teaches you structure and how to
argue acase. Music teaches you to feel
and how tomove a crowd. Both, at their
best,are about connection.”

Tha father's legacy

The roots of this dual existence run
deep, nourished by his father, retired
High Court Justice David Wangutusi.
The elder Wangutusi is remembered
not only for his legal acumen but for his
profound, unabashed love for music,a
trait that painted Daniel's childhood in
vibrant sonic hues. '

*Our home was never silent,” Wangu- |

' tusi recalls with a smile."My fatherhad |
. a powerful, well-amplified sound sys- |

: ~__ ' asaprvate exploration at 15,a teenage |
| curiosity that grew into self-taught skill. |
| Dy the time he entered Kampala Interna- |
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Law teaches you structure and how to argue a caso, Music toaches you to feel and how tomovo a crowd. Both, at their best, are about connection.

‘Wangultusi:
‘Lawyer by day,
DJ by night

Eachnew case is like a new song, you
learnits structure, its nuances, how
to present it. One uses statutes and
precedents; the other uses beats
and basslines, But the goalis similar;
to create something resonant, to
make animpact, to find the rhythmin
the structure.

tem installed. Music [lowed from the car,
the balcony, every room. It was his lan-
guage of joy He would pull us from our
studies to dance,no was notan option.In
those moments, he was not a judge; he
wasaman completely alive inthe music.”

This immersive upbringing did more
than createa hobby; it forged a worldview:

cellence in court was paralleled by his pas-
sion at hone. There was noconflict,only |
a full life. "He showed me that profession- |
alism does not require the suppression of |
your spirit. He is everything Iwant to be; |

' respected in his career,and utterty human |

inhis passions.”

tional University in 2013 to study law,he |
was the friend with the "good playlists,” |
soon ing to spinning at small par- |
ties and birthdays. "It was organic.Inev- |
ersaw it as acareer path. It was just some- |

thing I loved that my friends apprediat- |
ﬂl i

' The jugglingact

The real test came during the demand-

i ing years at the Law Development Centre |
| (LDC), where many aspiring lawyers sub- -

merge themselves entirely in books. Wan- |
gutusi chose a different strategy.one of in-

| tentional balance."I made aconsdous de-
| cision to not let law school consume my
.identity," he explains. "I went to class,I |

studied hard, but I also went out. played -
music when friends asked.Ifyou do

not, you emerge with a certifi- -
Daniel cate but having missed thelife |
Wangutusi thatshapes you."
aka Today,his weekly schedule |
Wangutusl is a meticulously planned .
Selector. testament to this philosophy,
adynamic calendar where le-
gal appointments and DJ book-

ings coexist. His current role is Di-
rector at Waling Consults, where he spe-
cialises in the evolving fields of data pro-
tection, privacy,and energy law: This di-
rectorship grants him the autonomy to
*warkat his pace and time," a crucial flexi- |
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bt identity management.t torw does oy,
ensure e pravitas of a lawyeT i not g
dermined by the pen eived INfAMaling o

anp
“For mes the line s dEwn 1y conte,

dre=e o amduct,what Teall pr oy
al etiquette, * he states. In eonirt anel 1)y,

ofMee heds "Counsel wangutish = his oy,
puaee mm—a-,hi:! demeanour formmal

n the DI box, he sheds the symibil,
mmhes, but not his core professionalisy,
“There is a way 1carry myself, n.1.. lan
puape | use,even how Tengaee with 1),
crenad ] am awnre that Trepre=entnot j -
yself, bt ||u-'rr-.:-1 pmrf-'-w:-n Teanne,
:lrlirn:|u.':v\rth:llwn'nldht-rur.nrl;pr».q.,.,.lr
carrerinto disrepute”

This conecions sepamtion extends i ;.
wandmbe Except for his early Wednes |-
i where he goes stright from work |,
always returns home to chanpge. The -,
is a uniform of one profession; his sy
casunl D wear is the uniform of anet ..,
"The physical act of changing clothes s
psychological signal. It helps me swis, J‘I
maodescompletely”

Fatiguoand preconceptions

The lifestyle is rewarding but not vy,
out its strains. The primary challenge i
physical and mental fatigue. A late My,
day night at Safari Maze is often follere
by an early Tuesday moming in coyp
"You learn to function on less sleep, tn b
sharp when you need to be. Coffee hel i
he jokes, before turning serious."But it ;
sustainable only because the Diing is ;,
ergising. not draining It s nmy release |
feltas asecond job I could not doji.”

The second,more subtle challenge is -,
cietal perception.

*There is an unspoken expectation thy,
lawyers should occupy a certain sociy)
straturm; certain clubs, certain hobbies g
inga DJin bars can challenge that sterp.

| Wangutusi observed that his fathers ex- | otype

He has encountered surprise, some.
times skepticism, from both legal peers
and nightlife patrons. "T have had peaple
I'meet as a DJ doa genuine double-take
when they are later introduced to 'Coun.
sel Wangutusi ' in a legal setting. The cog-
nitive dissonance can be armusing.”

Yet, this very friction has becorne a pro.-
fessional advantage. His nighthife networl
has organically bled into his legal practice.
"Some of my best clients, artistes, eveg:
managers, bar owners,come from
music scene. They see me in both worlcs
and trust me because [ understand their
industry from the inside. My passion has
become a bridge to rmy clients.”

Alifeinharmony
Adaowningmoment of validation came

| in 2025, when he was selected as the D)
- for the annual Justices Dinner. There, aur-

rounded by the Attorney General judges,
and seniior legal minds; the very embod-
iment of his day-world, he provided the
night's soundtrack "It was a full-circle mo-
ment," he says."To have my passion wel-
comed into the heart of my profession
was incredibly affirming. It signalled that
the two identities could not only coexast
but be celebrated together.”™

For Wangutusi, the question is never
“Lawyer or DJ?" It is "lawyer and D" His
life argues against the monolithic profes.
sional identity A typical day; waking at
6.30am, working a full legal schedule, per-
haps arguing in court, then unwinding by
curating a musical journey for a crowd, is
not a schism, but a harmormy

"I cannot claim to have perfected either
art," he concludes thoughtfully "Law, as
music, is a continuous leaming process.
Eachnew case is like a new song,youlearm
its structure, its nuances, how to present it.
Oneuses statutes and precedents; the othr
er uses beats and basslines But the goal is

bility that enables his unique lifestyle. . similar; to create something resonant, to

| Themost delicate part of Wangutusi’s | make an impact,to find the rhythm in
P wmﬁgthtMamm@mL ¢ thestructure.”_ .
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