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of State Summit at State House Entebbe.
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1. The popal of Afrtca was 15Y mithon in
1900, Tt is now profected 10 grow to 2.4 bilhon
by 2050

The populanon of Uganda was 1 8 million by
1900 1ty now 40 mitlion. A bigger populanion,
by itsell, should not be a problem. In fact, it
should be a blessing - After all, Africa iy almost
12 millton square mules (the exact tigure (s 11.73
million sq miles or 3022 million sq km)

This means Afitca is 12 times the size of India
and four imes the size of China. Yet China and
India have been having bigger populatons than
Afnca untll recently. The problem, therefore,
is not a bigger popalation. Ttis the continued
under~development of that population

1t s the continuad pre-industnial, pre-capitalist
and radinonal charactenstics of this population
that are the problem. Ia the past, the papulation
was oo smail to disturb the eco-system of the
Nile River system

The modest inc

ase of the population,

Wi IS8
size, as can be seen from China, is acually a
big advantage. They are worke reprencan,
scentists and consumers.

Since, however, the economies are still under-
developed. we should examine, one by one, the
problems mentioned above.

2. The next point, having nated the
phenamenan of population increase, is the
scaraity of elecmaty. There is & measurement

of elecniaty known as Kilowatt per hour (kwh)
Uganda's electnaty consumption per capita in
the year 2012 was 69kwh, today itis 150 kwh
and, after the completion of Karuma, Aswa and

Isimba in 2018/19, the consumption per capita

will be 500kwh. Some of the countnes in the

Nile Basin have got as low as 28kwh per capita.

The US and Norway, on the other hand,
have got kwhs per capita of 12.975kwh and
23,000kwh respecuvely. What does this mean?

It means the cutting of trees and the
destruction of the other bio-mass. -

In Uganda, currently, we are destroying 32
billion cubic metres of the bio-mass per annum.
The destruction of the bio-mass interferes with
the transpiration of moisture from the soil to
the atmosphere which helps in the formation of
rain. The only way to stop the cutting of trees is

fo elecrrify all the Nile Valley countries so that
the population is weaned from using the bio-
mass as fuel tp the i
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and cheap elecinaty will also mean something
clse. It wall mean the lowering of the costs of
production in the Nile Valley which will, in turn,
mean the atracnon of massive investments into
the area. That will enable us to tackle the third
of the four problems stated abowe This s the
lack of industnatisanon in the Nile Valley

3, Lack of industmalisation in the Nile Valley
means that 1o many people are sull in pnmitive
agnculiure and fewer people are in industry,
services, ICT and the public services.
se of Uganda today, agnculture
madates 68 4% of the countrys labour
roc, industry employs 7.49
services employs 24.2% ¢
employs 6.5% of the 1otal la
public service ovs 2 5%
Note, Your Ex
is concerned, the w
than employs”

This is deliberate becaase m
that are in agncultare in Uganda do not
1o be there. The 40 mullion acres of a
land that Uganda has do not need all these
millions of people to produce eMaently. Mact
less numbers are needed to ranonally
production. The crowding in agnc
therefore, part of what is called disgutse
unemployment. Too many people in pnimitive
agnculture put a lot of pressure on the forests,
the mountain ranges, the nver banks and
on what is erroneously called the wetlands
(orobaz, ebitoogo, etc).

They put pressure on these clements of the
environment because the increasing population
is ever in search of more and more land for
agnaulture.

This is because the yield per acre is low
compared to the potential. The y21d per hectare
of bananas has been 5.3 tonnes in the villages
while at the Nyaruziinga project which is ran
by one of our scientists with the government
support, the yield is 53 tonnes. More and more
land for agriculture, but for low yields.

4. The crowding of the population in
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Africais 12 times the size
of India and four times
W thesize of China.Yet China

and India have been
having bigger population
than Africa until recently.
The problem, therefore, is
nota bigger population.
Itis the continued under-
development of that
population

agriculture is also on account of the lack
of alternatives. The other sectors: industry,
services, l,(;T and the public services are under-

If these sectors were developed, the population
would shift from agriculture to those sectors. In

the 1S, the nereemage p{ the population that is
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We produce four million bags of 60y,
four million tonnes of maize, two by
milk, etc. Some of these quantities, wih 1113 of
saentific methods, can Increase by 5 T ey
10 as we saw with the example of 1), ba
carlier (from 5.3 tonnes to 53 tonnes per
at Nyaruziinga)
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5. The shift of the bulk of the POPULay,
agriculture 10 industry, services, ICT
cervice would, now, address the finy o
1s the problem of the environmenta) depy .H,“
referred to carlier While there is the o ""‘\-v ng
warming caused by dinty factories in ), »
of the world that increase the carbon. ;. ' Fany
in the atmosphere. locally there also g0y, 2
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and py
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damage to the environment that hag pq,
serious implications for the N
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The damages arc many; but the ones with
\mphications for the Nile are two: invag;, .
destroying the wetlands and destroyin
forests. There are other dama
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silung of the water bodies because of soi]
crosion, €1c
However, for now, let us concentrare
wo: destruction of wetlands and forey
According 10 our saentists, 40% of 1),
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Uganda receives comes from the loca) \l\' in
water bodies and forests through evapor,
and transpiration.
svaporation is caused by plants suckin, |, i
from the soll or from the water bodies ang cr
throwing it 1n the atmosphere as moistyre
15 what gives us the 40% of our rainfa)]
The northern part of OUr country is a co
free zone for the scientific research in (hjy
matter. The West Nile and the Acholi regiq,
of our country are on the same latitude ag
Karamoja region. Karamoja region, howeyer,
only receives 25.50 inches (650mm) of raiy |,
average while the other two receive 55.9 incle,
(1420mm) per ycar. What is the cause of the s
difference? The swamps in South Sudan gy,
the forests in Congo and western Uganda_
Earlier on, 1 pointed out that many of the
water courses are erroneously called wetlangg
(entobez, ebitoogo, ebisharara, ¢1c). All these g,
in fact, ributaries of the Nile. 3
God covered these tributaries with massiy,
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mats of papyrus and other swamp grasses
such asl:ll;@l in order to also manufactyre
the 40% of our rain. Destroying thy
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s 10 deal with the other environment challenges — the
pes oo pases, e2c. All the Nile Valley countries should be
First World countnes 1o enjoy high Income prosperity as we
protect the Nile

Moareover, while it is proper to focus our minds on the 8%
hillion cublc meters per annum that the Nile penerates, we
chould also remember that God has given Africa other river
systems. The Congo River, for instance, penerates 3,000 billion
cubic metres of water per annum. Every minute of the day
and night, this huge amount of watet Is going Info the ocean,
the Atlantic. The ocean Is obwiously not thirsty for this fresh
water. Have we talked to our Congolese brethren about this
huge resource as part of a prosperous and First World Nile
Valley? The peoples of this area are similar or linked since time
immemortal. 1t is In order for their leaders to try and evolve
convergence regarding a prosperous future for them

We have spent o much time speaking about the rivers
How about the oceans. Why do we forget that the rivers come
from the oceans? Evaporation takes place over the oceans
This evaporation creates rain which fills the rivers we are
talking about

Fortunately, our area is surrounded by oceans: the Indian
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man-made evaporation
using electricity. Have |
not heard people calling
this desalination? Whay
Is the cost of this process
per cubic metre of water?
Is Ivaffordable? Why do
we not use our abundant
uranium to generate
huge amount of nuclear
energy to desalinate sea
water? When this |s
feasible and affordable,
then the sister countries that are at the coast (Pwani) will
now become the up-stream and we the countries that are the
source of the Nile will become the down-stream countries.

I know that our water ministers have been meeting and )
have evolved Ideas, which is commendable. 1, however, see no
contradiction for this high-level summit to take place s0 that
we address the Issue of the Nile strategically — at the strategic
level. When you start from different strategic stand polnts, you
come 1o different conclusions. :

If you start from a parochial strategic stand point of what
Uganda alone should get from the Nile without remembering
that Uganda's prosperity can be greatly assisted by the
prosperity of the other Nile countries, you may come to
different conclusions than If you know that the prosperity of
llgu other countries greatly assist your own.

That brings me 1o my last question. In terms of one's
prosperity, what Is more important, the natural resources or
the human resources? My own answer Is unequivocal. The
human resource is even more important than the natural
resources. Do we need examples? We have quite a few.
Japan, China and South Korea are countries without huge
natural resources, but with huge human resources. Is it by
accldent that in terms of the size of the GDP, China s No. 2
Japan No. 3 and South Korea No. 11 globally? g

Have we sought of how to use the human resource of the
Nile Basin of 550 million persons for mutual prosperity as we
look at the natural resources God gave us?

Uganda is already benefiting a lot from selling exports to the
brother countries of the EAC and Congo and also buying from
them. Yet, this s just the tip of the ice-berg. The potential is
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