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. LastSunday Uganda media fraterni- : ; and resilience in documenting and report-
*eofthe1966con- ~ tymarked World Press Freedom Day (WP- ingon the 1986 t0 2006 civil war in north-
risis.Thecourts'in- - FD) that falls on May 3 with amarch from ernUganda.
villingness toas- Uganda Broadcasting Corporation (UBC) - He braved it all through 20 years and three
Jonalmpmmacy through sections of the cityand backtona- - rebellions [UPDA,HSM and LRA] to docu-
eriod contribut- tional broadcaster’s grounds where a se- ment and tell the world the incredible sto-
oOnofinstitution- - ries of speeches were delivered and the an- ries of violence and survival,of innocence
»alances. - nual Uganda Media Sector Working Group and evil, of villains and saviours,of pain and
’f the most dra- (UMSWG) awards given out. despair,of life and death, of hope and hope-
)ns occurred :  Theawards,now in their sixth year, are the lessness, of politics and religion,of war and
heinfamous  focus on this column for the simple reason. peace, et cetera.
geoftheHigh ~ that thewider public should hear the story When the guns fell silent,he went ahead
‘Trity forces - oftheverydeserving awardees,given that many years later to publish acompendi-
lighCourt  foronereasonor the otherthe mainstream um of these stories in a book titled Warin
Spectswho  : mediagave themawideberth Northern Uganda: A Journalist’s Account™
ated bail. :  Whydid the media not give any space to : (2021). :
‘Strongly - oelebmkthselegaxdarijmahsts?Ms and awarded “for his outstanding contri- Awardee Two: Sheila Kawamara Misham-
tident, the : bution to media development throughIn-  bi was awarded the Journalism Lifetime
) formation and Communications Technol-  Achievement Award for her outstanding
: ogy (ICT)”. courage and resilience in documenting and
sofits au- He set up andmanaged The Monitor’sfirst  reporting on the 1990 to 1994 civil war and
nted with website from the USA.The Monitorwasthe  genocide in Rwanda for Uganda audiences.
first newspaperin Africa to go online. She was one of the few Uganda journalist
not cited . Justice Kenneth Kakuru was recognised [and the only woman] that covered Rwanda
arybut and awarded posthumously“for his out- civil war from the rear lines of the RPF forc-
lPOmt ; standing contribution to the protection es, bringing alive the human and material
itutions, _ offreedom of speech, access to informa- cost of the Rwandan refugees’journey back
mes tion and the whole gamut of rightsthathe  home, the price Uganda paid as theincuba-
lences. - fought to protect and spread.” tor and rear guard of therebels,as well as
with The 2026 awards honoured twolegendary  the barbarity of war. >
dlicex- - warTeportersinrecognition of the factthat =~ Awardee Three: The Institutional Award
ench- *_“Warjournalismis the pinnacle of journal- -~ went to Media Challenge Initiative (MCI) for
oy _isticendeavour or the ultimate formofre- its outstanding contribution to media devel-
~for Oguttu.. ~ porting becauseit demands the highest lev-  opment in Uganda, particularly in“Support-
be- ZOZSDrZadokEhmvmeandDmkeSe- els of courage, ethical judgment, and profes- - ing and Training youngjournalist in digital -
L keba. sional skill while reporting from themost - Creator and Solutions Journalism.” 4
b o A waﬂlnotethatallmtheabovehstam,;_ ~ dangerous and chaoticlocations on earth. st and
re- . journalistsormediasupport/trainingor- - Itinvolves bearing witness to human suf: ngratulations to the current and past
ial ganisations except for three individuals.  fering and documenting historical turn- awaldeesforthelrmltstandmg contribu-
e Baylon Katahikire is anews vendor and at ing points,often requiring journalists to risk tmntoUganda’SJmunahsm.
s the time of the award, he had been selling their lives to expose the truth.”
~ - newspaperseverydayfor32 yearssincehe - Thiswas intandem with this year’s WPFD
g first hit the streetsin 1990. - theme:“Shaping a Future at Peace: Promot-
.Hemsawa:ded‘forhisimportantcon— ingPress Freedom for Human Rights,Devel- o . Sl
vendor t&ethl:st —(gsale ek oAt o e
at point intheprint  Awardee One: John Muto OnoP’Lajurwas ~ § Public-editor@ug.nationmedia.com or
distribution chain” awarded the Journalism Lifetime Achieve- m""m“m bkt 2 B
Mr Edward Baliddawa was recognised ment Award for his outstanding courage '
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