Tayebwa SRR

gan kavera alcohg| ™
50 as to Improve
agriculture Product;,

rrow August 12, is Internagiq, ]
?E,]:,evcr. as (his day is comme, e3L|th Dy,
more youth are being wasted ayg v C‘h’"f)rc n
packed in buveeras, This s directly eq,ﬂap i q,d
roductivity, especially in agrieyy, “ling th
i "5"” anﬂ il iy,
ol packed in sachets is commop o,
rogggﬁ(:’ ?.:“r’l]:mlzreas and slums.) Because gac, “L:lal?d;ﬂlly
e]SP1 ver than the bottled alllernanvcs, consumers 5y, ahlor is
ched I'cale ( without spending a lot of mone ey, "
mj\oc)gording {0 the Uganda Burcau of Stalistics 70 oy
working population in Uganda s engaged "; the /\Bricu“" Ui,
© The sector also cor?mbules 10 over 700 of Ugan, d'}lre
seclgri camings and proV1dps the l}ulk of the ray malmdlx
expd(,mmanlly agro-based mduslriles‘ e s fy,
ptzhoul 44.2% of households derive their llVelihoods fro
{arming, according (o the Uganda National Housep, S\Tn,
2012/13. The World Bank Poverty Assessment Repory 206 ey
shows that poverty reduction among hguseholds Working |
agriculure accounts for 79% of the nationa] Doverty pe m!]
observed between 2006 and 2013. Keeping our g o o

R TN ; T 0dieq
in active productivity is a strategic decmpn that thi
{333}& needs to take otherwise the_ country will face fau,l:fme
increased crime and health related incidents, Teduceq gy,
H:tcrﬁngs and many other factors caused by alcoho] abyg, Port
2 For example, the Famine Early Warning Systqms Networ
e 2017- January 2018 has Predicted thy . .
(FEWSNET) Jun ; ] at
this period, “poor households will face relatively greater B
meeting all of their basic food and non-food negds in Oclobguw
after first season productiOP is exhausted and before Secong g
season production arrives. X
w‘?‘:lo lhil; time, households are likely to be more reljay, on
markets and will face typlcally high staple food Prices, which Wil
lower food access,” further said the report,

While there are other challenges like climate changes, il
society and local leaders have pointed a hn%er at cheap ang
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Uganda indicate that foods imports grew by (499 from $298m
(sh1 tillion) in 2006 to $743m (sh2.3 trillion) in 2012 and haye
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With a population growth rate of 3.03% and food production
growing at 3% (according to the last Agriculture census in 2011),
it means there isn't enough food production. Ultimately, there
will be competition between food for homes and food for sale,
leading to malnutrition and famine in some homes.

That is why I support efforts by the local leaders in Gulu
district, who insist that all alcohol must be packaged in breakable
bottles of 250 millilitres and above as a way of controlling access
for, especially the youth,

Whilst Uganda’s food crisis cannot be merely reduced to the
availability of cheap, illicit and uncontrolled alcohol, it is certainly
a big contributor and a critical solution lies in here. \

| support all regulatory moves aimed at banning the packaging
of alcohol in cheap and €asy to access kavera amongst many
other nitiatiyes,

. Regulation should als see many of the illicit distillers brought
nto the taxable fold, which wi bring in additional revenue

for the Governmen and also contribute to price adjustments
that will make jt more expensive for the youths and underage
consumers- a double win; if you ask me.

Lwas disappointed when (he deadline for production of
alcohol in kaverg yag further extended from September 30, 2017
10 March 1, 2019, | belipye (his issue has not been accorded

© Urgency it requires! With al] the effects, the ban of alcohol
produced in sache; needs 1o be done sooner than later!
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