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taken to the streets at five years old, 
Fatuma Nabuulime, aka, Wonder Gal 
niearly dfopped out of school. She 
has graduated university degree., 
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onder Gal, born Fatuma 
‘Nabuulime, is among the hun- 
dreds of students who were con- 
ferred degrees during the week- 

long 76th graduation ceremony at 
Makerere University in Kampala.Borm 
‘without hands and legs in Kisekka Vil- 

lage, Kisekka Sub-county,Lwengo Dis- 
trict, Nabuulime was born into a fam- 
ily of subsistence farmers with a very 
humble background. 

“  “Thesituation was horrible.Even get- 
ting whatto eat was another hustle on 
its own,” Nabuulime said. Her fa- 
ther later separated from her g 
‘mother,leaving herin the 4 | 

.. carcofasingleparent. | 
As a housewife, her 

‘mother struggled even f 
more. Finding money | 
tocater tothe children's | 
needsand putingfoodon 
the table became extreme- 
Iy difficult 
Streotlife = 
Ataround ive years old,a distant rel- 

ative living in Kampala approached 
her mother and offered totake herin, 
promisingto cater o her needsand en- 
Toll her in school.She never imagined 
she would instezd becomea begear. 

“That was my first time coming to 
Kampala. Upon reaching, the follow- 
ingday] wastakentothestreetstostart 
beggingshe recalls. 
‘The money she collected fed a family 

of more than five members.She would 
hitthestreets as early as 7am,targeting 
‘people heading to work, and remain 
there untillate evening.Food and oth: 
erbascneds came fom whatshecol- 

‘The 26 year-old explains that street 
children are often used as*projects”by 

=, individuals who exploit them 1o olict 
‘money from the public,offering food in 
return as their“salary” 
‘After some time,she ras taken back 

tothevillage o viit her mother. From 
their conversations, her mother ap- 
peared to know what she was doing in 
Kampala but didnot seem bothered. 

“Actually,she told that relative to 
give her part of the money and build a 
house at home because I was earninga 

__ lotfromthestreets sheadded. 
# _ Despite mostly staying at home, the 

wlatinn cemmalkrho 

] 

ACESHEWENT | 

Arcade, Wandegeya, Lugogo, and the 
‘Shoprite area on Ben Kiwanuka Street, 
begging 

‘Aferabout four years ofbegging.she 
finally started school, which reciiced 
the hours she spent on the streets, 
She would beg in the morning before 

school and again in the evening after 
dlasses Her educationjourney beganin 
Kalerwe. 

“That was my daily routine. would 
onlyspendthewholeday on thestreets 
during weekends since on Saturdays 
and Sundays we were at home™ 
Realising it was a lucrative activ- 

ity, her mother decided to take her 
‘back from the relative when she 

— reached Primary Two, since 
JREO she was receiving none of 

| themoney. 
“At first, my relatives 

wiould stay at a distance 

J later they started hiring 
I/ peopletocarry me when 
¥/ 1needed to ease myself 

andto giveme food.™ 
‘Whileinthevillagehermoth- 

ertriedtoenroll her backin school but 
‘nearby schoolsrefused toadmit herbe- | 
cause of her disability Those willing to 
accept her were far away and expen- 
sive. 
She skipped two terms with- 

out studying Due to the diff- 
cult conditionsat home,the 
family eventually decided 
she should return to the 
streets, Another rela 
tive,who was on good 
terms withhermoth- 
exbrought her back | 
toKampala, [ 

Returning to the | 
straets. | 
This time, the | 
‘money she collect. | 
edpaidrentschool | 
fees, food,and oth- 
ernecessites. 1 
“We changed 

thetrick Iwould [ 
govith books to | 
the streets, and 
if people asked, I 
would tell them 1 
was looking for school 
fees?shesaid. 
_In201,Mr 

watching over me, but | 

ition 

<on,alongside Pastor Grace Kint from 
US3UGALYF, an NGO, approached her 
andoffered fotake her toschoolon con- 
dition that she left the streets. 

“HHoved being at school and since my 
maiin intentidh was getting sponsor, 
Tdid not hesitate.just shared the con- 
tact of my brother, and we coordinat- 
ed with the sponsor,who tookime to a 
schoolinMasaka,"she recalls. 
The fifth-bom resumed her educa- 

tion at Jireh Children's Centre in Masa- 
ka.whereshe ficed numerouschalleng- 
es. 

‘As the only learer with a disabili- 
tyat the school,she was isolated by fel- 
low pupils. Hunger nearly forced her to 
dropout. 
“When 1 went back home for hol- 

idays, because I had grown thin, my 
mother told me to drop out 
of school, arguing that 
even if 1 don't 

n streets 
raduation 
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enior Five,she relied on 3 
e o ol el ey 
to push her wheelchair to classtooms 
Evening prep clastes #ould g0 o 

'Ill‘jm:mwhile revising,she dored oy 
“The bell ran for stidents o retirm r, 
the dormitories. but no one wroke ey 
up. It wasonly ater that night that the 
aehool gatekeeper. who was saitehin, 
offclassroom lights,found ber asfeer, 

" felt ke quittin. but since b, 
option apart from stuting, | playec 
conland kept prshine o 

‘Wonder Gal sat her Uganda p 
vanced Certificate of Exucation (1 
et amon the Covie 19 hory 

study. 1 ean still live;*she narrates. But 
her passion for education kept calling, 
She sat her Primary Leaving Exam- 

inations in 2014 and seored Aggreeate 
Her benefactor secured her admis.  sessed usin® the 2020 xam; 

sion to Yesu Alwagala High School in — She obtained tht 
Ryamuliibwa, Kalungu District, where ~ afd was admitted 
shrestudied Senior One arfd Senior Two _mient scholarshi scherme for 
before joining Hope Comprehensive with disabilities ( pur=ye a Bachel, 
High School ih Kalungu to complete /' Social Work and Social Administry;,, 
O-Level. 3t the main campus of Makerer 

ey, 

Despite studying in schools not de-  versity, . 
signed for learners with disabilities 
and facing numerous challenges, she  Atunivorsity andon TikTok 
persevered and obtained a Third Grade 
‘with Aegregate 47. abilities, Nabtiulime could nor 

From Senior Three,she started living  Mary Stuart Hall due to her pe 
‘withhersponsor'schildren n Kalungu, ~ hygiene needs. She required 2 

tained room. With support fro, 
The “Wonder Gal” moniker nors and government o 

While in high school, the director of  $hs750,000 per ser 
Hope High School was amazed by her hostels in Kikoni throy 
independence and ability to perform  versity studies. 

tasks on her own. She could use a 
computer, write and actrvely par- 

ticipatein school actvities just 
like other students. 

Her determination and 
ability inspired the di- 

rector to name her 

Unlike other students living v 

earrings topeers, 
‘Nabuulime later joined TikToc 

in 2024, began live strearm 
intention of motivat; 
buildinga following, it 
ply interacted with 

“Wonder Gal™ Later,after realisin 
When the rewards from liv 

school published  peeling matookedu 
its annual magazine,  stayactiveand 

shewasgivena fullpage Her live stream 
feature. 

After Senior Four,she  comments while 
pursued her A-Level later prepared and 
studies in the same dis- ~ peopleinKampalaand Waxiso 

trict, where she experienced Today, Wonder Gal has 
oneofthe most difficult times. 810,000 foll ikTol 

threemillion ixes. 
Drawing from her life 

she hopes to start an or 
support people livi 
by providing i 
education. 

ATAGLANCE 

‘Wond 

‘ likes watching m 
which are based o 
stories. For examy 
Walk to Remembs 
Remember me. 

Shealso has read 
several books incluci, 

Poor Dad Rich Da 
Robert Kiyosak, 
WonderbyR.J. . 

Matooke and m: 
chicken stew 

People take PWDs. 

for granted but i 
should always 
prove the 
should kecp 
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