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What are neighbouring rights under the 
Copyright and Neighbouring Rights Bill> | 
12023, Uganda Registration Services Bureau 
(URSB) partnered with the Ministry of Jus- 
tice and Constitutional Affairs, the Uganda 
Law Reform Commission,Uganda Commu- 
nications Commission, representatives of Col- 
lective Management Organisations, Uganda 
Musicians'Association,National Cultural Fo- 
rum,Uganda National Music Federation to 
conduct nationwide consultations and pro- 
vide an opportunity for artists to share their 
perspectives,concerns,and suggestions re- 
garding the proposed amendments to the 
Copyright and Neighbouring Rights Act 
(2006). 

e consultations culminated in the 
Copyright and Neighbouring Rights 
Amendment Bill (2025) that was pre- 

sented to Parliament for the first reading by 
MrNorbert Mao,Minister of Justice and Con- 
stitutional Affairs,on May 13,2025. 
Though discussions around copyright asa 

form of intellectual property are dominat- 
ed by musicians, the law grants authors, art- 
ists,and other creators protection for their 
literary and artistic creations. The kinds of 
'works protected include, but are not limited 

to:novels, poems, plays, newspapers,adver- 
tisements, films, musical compositions,cho- 

reography, paintings,drawings, photographs, 
sculptures, architecture, maps, technical 
drawings,and computer software, programs, 
and databases. 
The Copyright and Neighbouring Rights 

(Amendment) Bill, 2025, was passed by Paria- 
ment on March 17,2026,almost three years 
after consultations commenced.Over the 
weekend,social media discussion was dom- 
inated by akey aspect of the bill: neighbour- 
ingrights and who in the value chain is enti- 

Neighbouring rights 
are rights attached to 
the supporting role... 
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tled to theserights, highlighting some level of 
misconception. 
First,whatis the difference between Copy- 

right and Neighbouring Rights? Think of it 
this way: copyright protects the creator of an 
original work,such as the songwriter,the nov- 
elist,or the poet. Neighbouring rights protect 
the people who bring that work tolife for an 
audience, for example, the singer who per- 
forms it the studio that recordsit,and the 
broadcaster who transmitsit. 
Neighbouring rights are rights attached to 

the supporting role played by performers, 
producers of sound recordings and audiovis- 

auxiliaryroleis dependent on the work of the 
original author,and without it thatYole can- 
not even begin. 

Performers: These are musicians,actors, 
dancers, basically anyone who performs a 
creative work.Imagine Sheebah Karungi 
writes and performs asong.She has twolay- 
ers of protection, i.e.,copyright as the song- 
writer and a neighbouring right as the per- 

former. 
Producers of sound recordings and auclic, 

visual works: These are the studios and pr, 
duction houses that invest money and exj, 
tise in recording music or producing films, 
Suppose arecord label spends millions 

lings to produce, mix,and master an artist's 
album. 
Even though the artist wrote the songs, the 

record label holds a neighbouring right in ;. 
sound recordingitself. 
Media houses: These are TV and radio sta- 

tions that invest in transmitting content to 
the public.Imagine UBC broadcasts alive cor. 
cert.Even though UBC didn’t write or per- 

form the music,ithas aneighbouring right in 
its broadcast of that concert. 
‘The Minister for Justice and Constitution- 

al Affairs has the authority to prescribe proce- 
dures for collecting, distributing,and receiv- 
ingroyalties and other entitlements from the 
use of copyright or neighbouring rights. 
‘Under theamendments,the Uganda Regis- 

tration Services Bureau,as Registrar of Cop- 
yright,shall not issue an order or notice to 
block,take down, or obstruct infringing con- 
tentunless the owner of the copyright work 
‘hasa certificate of registration as proofof 
ownership. For clarityif someone uses your 

legal actionif your workis registered with 
UgandaRegistration Services Bureau (URSB). 
TheBillismeant tomove artists from fame 

without income to fame with income. 
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