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Anillus-
tration of

Okello On-
yum. He was
icted of

the murder
of four tod-
dlers by the
High Court
in Kampala.
ILLUSTRA-
TION/ DORMI
ARTS

Makmg sense of Okello's murders

BYDRSYLVESTER ONZIVUA

hlmofthevnllpowertomm
the insane impulse to perpe-
trate the deed, though know-

ing it to be wrong, he is not
criminally responsible.
~ Thecaseof Okello bears some

similarity to that of Richard
Trenton Chase, who killed six

- people in a span of a month,

donewas
was kubsequent-‘
n gﬁltmﬁﬁn'emmts

proving
beyond reasonable doubt that

~the accused was sane when

the act was being committed.
Inlaw,an accused person is ex-
cused from punishment if, as a
result of mental illness, he did
not know the nature and qual-
ity of his act, or if he did know
it,he did not know that the act

itself was wrong. In some cas- -
es, however, the accused is ex- |
empted from punishment on- -
lyin cases of extreme insanity
involving a total loss of under- |

standing.

The rule of insanity has fur- |
ther given the “irresistible im- -
pulse™test by the courts of law. |
Under this rule, the defend- |
ant is immune from the con- -
sequences of his criminal act -
if it is proved that he was com- |
pe]ledtodotheactbyanme—
sistible impulse. That is, if his
Teasoning powers were so far
dethroned by his diseased |

mental condition as to deprive

from December 29, 1977, to

mﬂwﬂlmmueamed
~ the nickname “The

groceries from his car.On Janu-
ary23,1978,heagain shot dead

a 22-year-old woman as she
came out of herhome carrying -

some garbage,and he then sav-
agely mutilated her body. Four
days later, police were called

"to a home in which the whole

The woman of the house, a

year-old son. A 22-month-old

baby, whom the woman was
babysitting, was missing from i
- temporary period of resolu-

a bloodstained crib. The baby
was later discovered dead.

Okello and Chase had 4 histo- -

ry of mental illness, and both
were admitted to psychiat-

ric units at some time in their |
lives. That Okello and Chase

had a mental disorder at some
time in their lives was, there-
fore,not in doubt.

The second pointer to a
crime of insanity is the lack of
motive in the commission of

A CRIME IN LAW

A crime in law consists of the mental aspect, as well as

. most bizarre and ghostly man-

actual conduct. These two el-

the offences; Okello and Chase
apparently picked their vic-
tims at random. In all six mur-
ders that Chase committed, he
acted alone. In the four mur-
ders that Okello committed,
there was no evidence that he
had any accomplices.

Crimes of insanity are typi- -
cally bizarre and ghostly. Po- -

horrified to discover that he
ers stuffed with human body
parts and blood when he was
arrested. Okello slashed the
necks of four infants in the

ner. Both killers made no at-
‘tempts to hide the evidence of
their crimes.

A crime in law consists of the
mental aspect as well as the

ements are derived from the °
Latin maxim actus non facitre-

| umnisi mens rea,which, trans- -
36-year-old, was shot three
times and her internal organs
removed. Her 52-year-old com-
panion was also shot in the
head, as was the woman’s six-

lated, means a person doesnot
incur liability for a crime by
virtue of an act unless he or
she has, as well, a guilty mind.
Mens rearefers to the state of

mind, while actus reus is the
act itself. Mentally ill persons
may, however, experience a

tion of the illness and during -
such a period, the patient may
be held criminally liable if in
conflict with the law.
In Uganda, the Penal Code
Act states that a person is not
responsibleif,atthe
time of the act, they are suf- -
fering from a disease of the
mind that renders them inca-
pable of understanding what
they were doing or knowing

that it was wrong. This princi-
ple reflects one of the founda-
tions of criminal law; that lia-
bility requires both the act it-
self (actus reus) and the guilty
mind (mens rea). Without in-
tmi,ptmishmentlosaitsmor-

The cause of most of the
mental disorders may not be
pinpointed or remains un-

own. However, a number of
these illnesses have been as-
sociated with drugs such as
cannabis, alcohol and cocaine.

_ Stress conditions such as sud-

den bereavement or finan-
cial loss,may also trigger men-
tal illness. Failure of the matu-
ration of the brain may result
in mental disorders that have
their onset during infancy or
childhood. -

nised mental disorder and is
characterised by impaired em-
pathy and remorse, persistent
antisocial behaviour, along
with bold, disinhibited and
egocentric traits. It is now clas-
sified as an antisocial or disso-
cial personality disorder.

For a long time, the psycho-
path was thought to be or
was considered an essential-
Iy normal individual who had
deep-rooted abnormalities of
personality,as aresult of which
he or she was unable to con-
form to conventional stand-
ards of behaviour. What was al-

; soknownwasthatth:spexson

ality disorder was often associ-
ated with criminal behaviour,
without accompanying feel-
ings of guilt or remorse.-

The psychopath has an
inclination to violence and
psychological manipulation,

. impulsivity and narcissism.
- These traits are often masked

the actual conduct. These two elements are derived

from the Latin maxim actus non facit reum nisi mens

rea (a person does notincur liability for a crime by
“virtue of an act unless he or she has, as well, a guilty

‘mind). Mens rearefers to the state of mind, while actus

reusisthe act itself. Mentally ill persons may, however,

experience a temporary period of resolution of the

iliness and during such a period, the patient maybe -
ifiinicanflicimrith

held criminally liaidle:

thedawid X noe 0qeis

. by superficial charm and
| immunity to stress, which

Causes of the psychopathic
personality include genetic

- factors orexperiencing neglect
. ormaltreatment. Risk factors
. associated with the disorder
i include family history and
adversewenvironmentads ifivo 5

. stressors.

Christopher

Scanned with

i & CamScanner’;


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

