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stressful, so using your networks
to form a reliable support system

what you are going through and
can help you navigate any potential
problems you may face. Profession-
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Dairy firm tips rural farmers
in sustaining milk production

Players in the milk industry are starting to equip farmers with drought-resistant practices
aimed at sustained production during absence of rains, William Lubuuiwa writes.

State minister
for Agriculture

Ithough data from the Dairy
A[)evelopment Authority
hows that milk production
in the country shot to 2.2 billion
litres in 2016, up from 1.5 billion

litres in 2010, the records are likely

grovs pasture grasses, besides har-
vesting and storing rain water,” he
said; adding that conservation of
quality hay would ensure adequate
supply of animal feed in drought
for improved production.

The field day was attended by
various stakeholders in the dairy
value chain, ranging from input
suppliers to dairy service provid-
ers, who took farmers through
demonstrations on best practice
in the dairy enterprise.

Mr Gethi said Fresh Dairy’s ravs
milk intake had risen to more than
350,000 litres per day, up from
80,000 two years ago.

in charge to reverse if farmers do not adjust Last year, the processor under-
of Animal to changes in climate patterns. took an equipment upgrade at
Husbandry Speaking at a farmers’ field day its Kampala factory that shot its
JoyKabatsi,  ayent held at Kazo, Kiruhura Dis- installed capacity to more than
accompanied  trict last week, Mr John Gethi, 500,000 litres of milk per day.

by Fresh Fresh Dairy’s director of milk pro- “The stringent milk quality test-
Dairy director  cyrement, called for the adoption  ing regime we put from the farm
of milk of animal feed conservation as a  gates to the processing floor has
procurement way of mitigating the effects of begun bearing fruit,” Mr Gethi
John Gethi drought on milk production. said.

and other “One of the effects of the drought The minister of State for Ag-
officials, is that hit the dairy sector was the riculture in charge of Animal
shown a raw lack of pasture and the drying up  Husbandry, Joy Kabatsi assured
milk quality of water sources. Asaresult, many  farmers that government has set
testing farmers lost a number of animals, aside some money this financial
procedure while production of milk from year for irrigation equipment to
duringa those that survived dropped mar-  enable them grow fodder and pas-
farmers'field  ginally” he said. ture grasses.

day event held Mr Gethi said it was important She said this will help famers
last week at for farmers to adjust to changesin  produce animal feeds for future
Kazo, Kiruhura  climate patterns, including prac-  use.

District. ticing climate smart activities  Ms Kabatsi called on farmers to
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such as conserving animal feeds
and storing water for future use.
“We are also asking farmers to

increase milk production through
adoption of better animal hus-
bandry practices.
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