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Poor schools also
deserveachance

That Ugandans have a poor

reading culture is a common belief
While | have not seen statistics to
this effect, one can probably base
this on the low literacy rates the
country faces Ruralareas in partic-
ular have suffered the misfortune of
not having access to good educa-
tion facilities. Through programmes
such as UPE and USE. the govern-
ment hopes to reach more learners,
however, we are yet to see the fruits
of this. The fortunate thing how-
ever, is that there are means to con-
tribute to improving literacy rates
among Uganda's youth Enter the
golden tool that NiE is. Newspa-
pers in Education have been found
to be 2n important instrument to
help learners especially in rural and
poor schools. Since 2007, Monitor
Publications has been partnering
with different non-governmental
organisations to get newspapers to
rural classrooms. As you will read,
the beauty about NiE is that even
an individual can contribute to im-
proving education by being a spon-
sor. Do not let the enlightenment
of your community be held back by
the Iimitations of wanting govern-
ment systems, read more about
how to benefit from NIE.
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In order to change lives

of pupils in rural and poor
schools through reading,
several non-governmental
organisations have part-
nered to bring NiE to these
pupils

BY AMOS NGWOMOYA
angwomoya@ug nationmedia com

he government, through uni-
T\'ersal secondary and primary

education, is making an effort
to ensure that all children access ed-
ucation. However, more still needs
to be done to produce students who
can compete globally. Newspaper in
Education (NiE), through its part-
ners, are moving in to fill this gap.
Following the launch of NiE in 2007,
several partners have joined the
project to propel its implementation
forward.

Daniel Omaye, the programmes
manager Promoting Equality in Afri-
can Schools (PEAS), says ever since
they joined the NiE project, the per-
formance of the students in the 28
secondary schools, which they sup-
port, has improved.

“Our focus is on disadvantaged
students, mostly in upcountry
schools, who do not have access to
good education. For instance, we
take up students who join secondary
schools after scoring Aggregate 32
at Primary Leaving Examinations but
NiE content has shaped their literacy
levels by improving their grammar,
mathematics and providing other
relevant information,” he explains.

Oyama also reveals that by sup-
porting the project, they wanted
to improve the reading culture
among students in poor schools to
boost their confidence and enable
them compete with pupils in ‘good’
schools.

“There is a lot of improvement in
the reading and writing skills of pu-
pils in our schools. We would like to
maintain this performance by sup-
plying with them many more copies
of NiE to maintain the standard,” he
says.

“‘Newspapers in Education has unlockaa 1

reading skills and grammatical expressions ar® conce.. _ .
ovposed to current events that happen outside thelr environme, . ..

knowledge For instance, they kave learn about import
which knowledae is important for passing examinations

Jane Akello, a teacher of
English during a lesson at
Buganda Road Primary
School recently. Reading
newspapers is said to easing
pupils’ English lessons.
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Some of the benefitting schools

St. James Bbiina, Kampala
Murchsion Bay Luzira P/S Kampala
Kireka COU P/S Kampala

Misindye Church of Uganda p/s
Kireka Barracks P/S

Kityerera-Ark PEAS High school
Sarah Ntiiro Secondary School
Malongo Peas High School

Amuda Primary School

Agwata Primary School

Ngoma P/S, Kamwenge

Bisozi P/S, Kamwenge

Rutsya Unit for the Deaf

Budiba Primary School
Bundibygyo

Bulambagira P/S, Bundibygyo
Budhababgula P/S Luuka -Eastern

Bugabula P/S, Luuka -Eastern
Angwecibange Primary school
Dokolo Primary school

Koroto Primary school

Akoromit PEAS High School
Akore/Acowa P/s

Toroma PEAS High School, Soroti
Town @ the Agent Place
Bwesumbu PEAS High school
Rugendavara(God Trading H'se)
Kaiti Primary SchoolMbale/Butaleja
Nabiganda Primary Schools
Akisim P/S Eastern- Ngora-
Ajeluk P/S Eastern- Ngora-
Aspire PEAS H/S Ibanda Town,
Noble PEAS H/S Ibanda Town

ant persomalities in the werer
and also keeping Informed
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In March, MTN foundation handed
over Shs216 million to Monitor Pub-
lications Ltd to supply 100 schools
in impoverished rural schools across
the country with NiE. While handing
over the cheque, Wim Vanhelleput.te,
the MTN chief executive officer said:
“As a communications company, 70
per cent of our social corporate re-
sponsibility expenditure goes to edu-
cation,” he explained. ;

Joshua Businge, the NiE project su-
pervisor, says they move to different
companies trying to find partners for
the project. 2

“We explain to them our major fg-
cus and those who pick interest join
us. With many partners on board, we
have been able to expand our circula-
tion to all the districts in the country,”
he says, adding: “But there are more
schools we are yet to reach and so we
welcome more partners to support
the project.”

Sandra Batte, the Emst and Young
associate director business gmd
market development, education,
especially girl-child education and

empowerment are some of the areas .

that drive their corporate social re-
sponsibility.

“Mdjority of the disadvantaged
schools out there do not have access
to better learning materials and that
is'why.their performance is alr———

“NIE educates us about gy,
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and this is important, espeﬂia’:"_;"'r, :
comes to examinations at schorl"he" it
emphasises personal hygieng W‘h It oy,
Is very Important as far asg h'*ah), e
concerned.” 15
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“The magazine has helpeq =
my personal hygiene becayse d
isimportant. The storiag abou Ur Rsaty,
make me informed aboys how 413908
my body and also educata cha"-’ for
how they can also improye 4 7955
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“NiE has stories relating to h ;
teach us how to clean oguv bgih -T"&tch L
stories in this magazine als e, :
on how we can relate with oy, friey

especially during group work. Ithag

also taught me to know key figures

in the country such as the Speaker of
Parliament, Rebecca Kadaga -

SUSAN ABURU, KISWA
PRIMARY SCHOOL

poor. By supporting the pr;
want to see literacy levelg impr, 5
among learners,” she says, ove
Batte explains that as an organ:
tion, they aim at transforming th.
lives of Ugandans through empq <
erment. With projects sfich a5 N-w.
make their objectives are met, g
More partners on board Make Nip,
major objective of improving liter.
acy among pupils in poor anq
schools more likely to be realiseq,
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