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A Uqanﬁan dance troupe entertalning guests durlnq the 10th Péar of i
Africa Tourlem Expo (PDATE) at SheKe Resort Munyonyo, on Wednesday
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v known as a lakeside

retreat spot, has steadily
thd into a  sprawling
tonvention complex  whose
modem  architecture  reflects
Uganda's growing confidence
in hosting international events.
The sening is breathaking.
The blue skies menge
ellortlessly with the

shimmering  waters of Lake
Victoria, known 1o ancient
communities  as  Nalubaale
(home of spirits), creating a
majestic backdrop for the 2026
Pearl of Africa Tourism Expo
(POATE),

This vear's POATE carried
an unmistakable atmosphere
of triumph and - renewal.
President Yowerd  Museveni
appeared visibly pleased as he
toured the exhibition grounds.

nodding  approvingly  and
smiling at the swelling numbers
of exhibitors, buyers, inveslors
and tourism stakeholders who
thronged the venue during the
three-day event.

The  culwrally  vibrant
mood symbolised Uganda's
determination 1o retum o
the  international  tourism
map afier the devastating
disruption caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
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The above named person is no longer an employee of

VAAL Real Estate Limited.

He is not authorized to represent VAAL Real Estate Limited in any way
or to transact any business on behalf of the company.

Whoever deals with him in matters relating to VAAL Real Estate Limited

does so at his or her own risk.
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BETWNEEN THE LINES

© This year's exhlbition
showcased how Uganda's
tourism sector Is
diversifying beyond
traditional gorlila
tracking and wildlife
safarls Into sports,
culture, crafts, cullnary
experiences and local
technology Innovations.

BEYOND PHYSICAL ATTRACTIONS
Across exhibition booths, tour
operators marketed community
tourism experiences designed
to immerse visitors in local

* cultures.

The Ewaffe stall attracted
crowds with Buganda cuisine,
traditional  juices, ~ cultural
dress codes and ancient love
potions that sparked curiosity
among guests. Kaynella Farm
narrated the deep Ankole roots

GANDA'S TOURISN REBIRTH

in livestock keeping and crop
farming, giving visitors insight
Into western Uganda’s pastoral
traditions.

Feco-tourism packages
prominently promoted
Uganda’s iconic  altractions,
from  mountain  gorillas
and tree-climbing lions 1o
the thunderous beauty of
Murchison  Falls  National
Park. Guests were enticed with
storics of boat cruises along
the River Nile and adventures
within ~ Queen  Elizabeth
National Park.

The message from POATE
2026 was unmistakable:
Modern travellers are
increasingly seeking authentic
experiences rather than mere
ticking  destinations  off a
chechklist.

International buyers mingled
freely with local entrepreneurs
while tourism boards [rom
across East Africa showcased
regional partnerships aimed
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GIDEON MUSASIZI

The Management of Fotogenix Limited would like to infarm the
general Fublic that GIDEON MUSASIZI whose photo appears sbove
stole cash from the company and is no lenger an Employee of
Fotogenix Ltd. Case Reference : Ref:16/20/05/2026.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Persons who deal with him on any matter pertaining
Fotogenix Ltd, do so at their own risk.

Incase you see him, please report to the nearest police station

and / or contact Fotogenix on 0752-T77424,
0382-TT7424, 0752-TT7422
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GUESTS' REMARKS
“Ugandans love thejr |
myama-chona and ths
beach. You can alw
when they are heade
Mombasa.” Their dress "
English-Kiswahili a
and purchasmg power
them away,” joked Vier. h
Shitakha, the chairpers,, "
the Kenya Tourism Authy,
Joan Ndungu of Dianj |
concurred, adding that ne,
wed couples are in the .
of having their honey,
on the islands. Many r
celebrate every anniversz;
Antonio  Fernandes
the United Kingdom be
emotional while narrating
return to Uganda decades of
leaving during the regime

Idi Amin Dada.
“I felt good seeing my schog
still standing — Bu’vama

Road Primary School. |
visited the classrooms w!
[ studied. [ can walk thr

Watoto Church was previous},
a cinema Femnandeg
recalled warmly adding thai s
now hopes to market | Uzand;
to his clients as an 1d==1
destination for honeymongs
and special events.

For many observers, ths
greatest achievement of POATE
2026 was the restoration of
confidence;  Confidence i
Uganda's ability to host majar
international  gatherings, i
the resilience of the tourisp
sector and that the Pear] ¢f
Africa brand is once agajy
commanding global awtention,

As the sun set over Nalubagl,
POATE 2026 left a powerfy
impression  that  Uganda
mm-lem indneres ie saias o . L

(&) CamScanner




