Kadaga criticises new NDA guidelines on pharmacig,
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_ KAMPALA. The Speaker of Par-
llamenjt, Ms Rebecca Kadaga
has criticised National Drué
Authority’s (NDA) guidelines on
Pharmacies as “disturbing” and
warned that “closing pharma-
ciles when there are challenges

_ of drugsin hospitals” is a recipe
for disaster. ]

~ Ms Kadaga, who was receiv-
ing a petition of the pharmacy
-owners in Kampala yesterday,

: pz:onﬁsed to ask the health com-
.mittee of Parliament to probe
the matter that has pitted the
Pharmaceutical Society of
‘Uganda and Uganda Pharmacy
Owners “Association (UPOA)

.-against NDA. - :

are filled to capacity.

Citizens have also been re-
stricted to operating only one
pharmacy while foreign players
run chains of the same.

Ms Kadaga agreed with phar-
macy owners that the licensing
guidelines proposing a ban on
the opening up of new pharma-
cies in Kampala is amove to re-
strict drug access to the public

The NDA 2018 guidelines re-
quire all pharmacies operating
retail and wholesale sections in
one premise to have separate
pharmacists for each section.

However, Ms Kadaga ques-
tioned why the business com-
munity would be blocked from
operating multipie units in a

. free-market-economy.

- The drug authority recently =

banned the establishment. on
- new pharmacies in Kampala
‘«’€entral Business.aresand ma-»

jor municipalities, saying they I am fighting for the trad-

~ close pharmacies when there .
“are challenges of drugs in hos-

:-ﬁ-.'_'

_ “Theserevelations if true, are
quite . disturbing.. You cannot

t fail

ntown, 1 canno
i * the

ersind
s one as well,

to take up thi
Speaker added.
She said

4 multi-senatoria
content law, tO
layers in business. ‘ )
. Pharmacy owners are de
manding that NDA.offlcmls be
investigated by parliamentover

illegal activities. :
" The dssociation’s Jeadership

through their legal secretary

Among other issues raised,
UPOA decries what they
call stringent levelsof

high handednessanda

radical licensing regime
that has kicked many local
e

 manifested in the differer
“levies charged by Ugang,
- Revenue Authority, NDA gy,

‘with a representative from |

Deo Kalikumutima ajgq .
forensic audit of the au)r Amr_-_l ;
“They are insisting if, Orit,
to have a dual licene ;Ou s
you have to hire at loge €1
pharmacists which i';t by,
costly; it is very unfajr é Vep,
reasonable,” he said. d yp,
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