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. KAMPALA. The Speaker of Par- 
1lamelxy, Ms Rebecca Kada;l 
has criticised National Drug’ 
Authority’s (NDA) guidelines on 
pharmacies as “disturbing” and 
warned that “closing pharma- 
_cies when there are challenges 
of drugs in hospitals” is a recipe 
for disaster. 4 
 Ms Kadaga, who was receiv- 
ing a petition of the pharmacy 
-owners in Kampala yesterday, 
pr_onused toask the health com- 
mittee of Parliament to probe 
the matter that has pitted the 
Pharmaceutica] Society. of 
Uganda and Uganda Pharmacy 
Owners -Association (UPOA) 

.- against NDA. 
The drug authority recently - 

banned the establishment. on 
new pharmacies in Kampala’ 

are filled to capacity. 

Citizens have also been re- 

stricted to operating only one 

pharmacy while foreign players 

run chains of the same. 

Ms Kadaga agreed with phar- 

macy owners that the licensing 

guidelines proposing a ban on 

the opening up of new pharma- 

cies in Kampala is amove tore- 

strict drug access to the public 

The NDA 2018 guidelines re- 

quire all pharmacies operating 

retail and wholesale sections in 

one premise to have separate 

pharmacists for each section. 

However, Ms Kadaga ques- 

tioned why the business com- 

munity would be blocked from 

operating multiple units in a 

free-market-economy. 

“These revelations if true, are 

quite disturbing.: You cannot 

close pharmacies when there . 

are challenges of drugs in hos- . 
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UPOA decries what they 

call stringent levels of 

high handedness and a 

radical licensing regime 
that has kicked many local 

Deo Kalikumutima ajs 

forensic audit of the 
au’qfl]m;] : 

“They are insisting i, Orit, 

to have a dual licence fnu At
y 

you have to hire at 1e'Kthen 

pharmacists which lst tu, 

costly; it is very unfajy 5 ver, 

reasonable” hesaig  tdun 

The acting secret. 

Ms Helen Ndagije, h:SrZi;Z Npy 

the new guidelines e
 nelsa;G 

to ensure equal distl
‘ibut' €ay, 

drugs in the country belo
n ' 

Kampala is over-serveq 

manifested in the differen; 
levies charged by Ugand, 
Revenue Authority, NDA ang 
other urban authorities. T 
pharmacy owners want th: 

~ NDA board fully constitute 
- with a representative from 

the UPOA and the Uganda 
‘Medical ASsociation:™ i kY4 

Ca'«Bg 2 


