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IME warn= of rising debt. Sub-Saharan Afrlcais at the von v usul ueusas i
because of heavy borrowing and gaping deficits, the International Monetary Fund i

has warned. The assessment comes as Africa cantinues to tap international debt Py

markets and issue record levels of debt in foreigr currencies, spurred on by insatia- S S

ble investor demand for yields. This was revealed in the Fund's economic outlook ¢

released in Ghana early this week. [The East African]
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Manufacturers producing
fake toilet papers - UNBS

The danger. The substandard toilet
papers expose consumers, especially
women to a number of dangerous
diseases such cervical cancer and
candida, according to UNBS.

BY CHRISTINE KASEMIIRE
editorial@ug nationmedia.com

KAMPALA. Toilet paper manufac-
turers do not comply with required
standard, which exposes consum-
ers, especially women to dangerous
diseases such as.cervical cancer and
candida, among others, according to
Uganda National Bureau of Standards
(UNBS).- "~ 7. S

The findings are contained in a
research that ' was commissioned by
the surveillance department of UNBS
to find out the PH and bacterial load
makeup and strength of sheets from
which toilet papers are made.

Speaking during a consultative
meeting with toilet paper manufac-

* turers in Kampala yesterday, Ms Pa-
. tricia Ejalu,-the UNBS deputy execu-

tive director; said they-had done an.
analysis of aresearch on toilet papers
they had commissioned recently and

the results werenot sogood. .

- - “We did an analysis and our results
were not so good. Most of the toilet
papers on the market were below [re-
quired standards,” she said,-adding
this exposes consumers to a number

 In January, UNBS destroyed sub-

- standard .goods worth Shs1.7b of

which an'estimated Shs6:4m was the
value of toilet papers. -
The findings, Ms Ejalu said, have
forced UNBS to come up with tough
measure that will effective July 1, re-
quire all manufacturers to get certi-
fication before they engage into the
manufacture of the product.
However, importers said they were
concerned of the existence of pre-ver-
ification of imported products which
they say are the raw materials used
to make the toilet papers that now
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Threat to economy. It is :
estimated that Uganda [
loses up to a tune of or more ‘
than Shs] trillion due to |
the sell of counterfeit and \
substandard, a according
to a recent report published
by the Standard Chartered
Bank Group.

The sub-standard toilet pap

UNBS deems to be substandard.

Mr Walter Adhola, the Tender Roll produc-
tion manager, said the move will increase the
prite of toilet papers, arguing that manufac-
turers will have to shift from their current raw
material source (China) to UK.

A number of manufacturers, according to
UNBS, produce toilet papers in cottages with-
out certification. Other manufacturers are
illegally reproducing existing products, espe-

consumers to diseases. PHOTOBY STEPHEN OTAGE

cially those manufactured in China.

The new certification, Ms Ejalu said, will
require all manufacturer to acquire a quality
mark, which unlike in the past, will be manda-
tory for all toilet paper manufacturers,

The research, which involved 17 locally
manufactured brands and seven imported
ones, concluded that Ugandan toilet papers
are below standards and are a ggnoor +n 1.

~man life.
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