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Tuts patronised by those who drink
espexislly cheap boore. However, the

- area iy also froquented by these who

o not diink

Secunty officens believe it ls &
den for crimunals. The shanty town
I Targely ‘selfcontatned” becaise
bestdes all tnbes of liguor, there are
Tood joints, pork kiosks and rest
oMy

There are hordes of sex workers
and avidea hall One of the
prostittes awall, ardticially light-
skinned woman wriggles her behind
hefore two men, perhaps as @
bargaining chip

Inside the bar
One of the loudest bars seemed 10
have only songs related o aleahol
When I entered, the song Banaala
~  mu Baala (loosely translated as we
were bom in a bar, by Dax Kartel,
was playing. Of course, several
drunkards were dancing.

1 walked over several empty
sachets of Kitoko, Empire and
Champion, all hquor.

In a distance of just 100 metres,

I picked 50 empty sachets of the
. corrosive substances that pass for
== alcohol. The several garbage dumps
were filled with empty sachets.
“Anybody who wants to get spoilt
by alcohol goes 1o Katanga,” said,
Ssalongo Moses Busulwa, a shop
ownerin the area.
The trade ministry had just banned

sachet warags bul In Katanga, it
seemed like nobody had even heard
ahout the ban or it they heard, they
did not care.

Alcohol and unemployment
Maoments later, | met a young man,
commanly known as Kanyankore

He was weanng a faded yellow
NRM T-shirt, with a hazy picture
of President Yowen Museveni
Kanyankore got several T-shirts
carlier in 2016, during the
Presidential campaigns. However,
it seemed they were the only
possessions he had at the ime

“He used to work as a casual
labourer around the shops but booze
has weakened him,” Samuel Ssebatia,
aresident said,

Sschatta painted at a group of
young men whase lives had been
laid bare by tois.

Kanyankore still does some casual
tasks such as carrying bunches
of bananas at between sh300 to
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Gravity Qmutuiu’s sang. Winner
played 10 one of the bars Young
men dance away as thiey sipped thear
Doore i sachets

hicre were many emply buicera
(suchets) scanered all mn‘me place
These ncluded Champion’ swrigr,
Empire, Kioko, Coftee Spunt and
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M'“D‘ihny of them work in the taxis
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ey get I spent an booze, gambling

ople In Katanga take booze In sachets

More cases of lindness resultfrom alcohol consumption

| officer In charge
Dr Sheila Ndyanabangl, the principal medical "the health

of mental health and control of substance abuse at
ministry, sald 23.9 litres of pure alcohol consumed by the drinkers
In Uganda every year is quite high. -y
“However, the more warrying thing s nlm r;‘lglh levels
I d d alcohol.

o

The problem with this Is that they are more
likely to be adulterated. Most of the Incldences
of deaths and blindness we have had from the
past have Involved peaple drinking those brews.
Sometimes they contain methanol which is
harmtul," Ndyanabang| said.

She added that the findings do not bode well
because it is harder for the Government to
requlate unlicensed alcohol. “Itis
easier to regulate the manufactured
alcohol and ensure standards
are kept. We need requlate this
Informal industry In order to
protect the drinker" she said.

sex
m_" 18 @ vicious eyele of poverty for
thiese young men. Every shilling they
et s spent immediately,” explaned
Tulice officer Richard Semitego, who,
for years, fought alcohol and drug
abuse when hie was in charge
% of Universal Pulice, Kisaasi.
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“There are many ehaive alcohol
wucery. Most of them use Tethal
Sbstances and must be dealt with
3 we accept the ban on sachet,”
sasd Augustine Nduhura, the vice
harperson of UAIA

Wenat are thay drinking?
Do ot Rrww whiat ot ave
drinking? | asked Kanyankore. He
o
ely twanslutes,

! e knew
what they were drinking, maybe they
Swoukd not be dowrning the vichen a
fast # they do

Nearly all the sachet bovee bas an
alkohol content of about A0t This
gertadnly higher than most bunled

s that carry alcohol contear of
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A man carrylng booze In Kisaash. Fhatos by Umiara Nau!

situationaround theworld

@ The global cansumption average has risen fram 6.1 1itres
10 6.2 litres per capita per year, according ta the 2011 Glabal
Status an Alconal and Health report.

® The highest consumption thaugh 1s still In the developed
warky, largely In the Eurapean nations, althaugh the report
Indicates the percentage of tatal drinkers has dropped from
68% t 64%.

Ban an sachets
T Guilu, thee local adminisieaton
Bunned the dinking of sacher booze.
“We have reahsed that kaveens
(sachiet bovze) 1s o cheap and
because of this, everybody can
afford " said Gulu district chaivman
Martin Ofara Mapenduzi. And he is

ght, stce the Government has also
followed st
“Sachets are very cheap, easy
1o mave around with, henee the
Increasing abuse,” said rade minister
Amelia Kyambadde.
The hope is that an increased price
will keep many people off. But then,
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They also ncur mnereased medical
expenses and ased cligibility for
develapment opportunities which are
ical levels such as
wnce loans and Operaton
feation incentives.

Also, far a certamn proportion
of heavy drinkers, the amount
they spend an alcotiol exceeds
their income, implying that their
households will struggle with getting
basic needs.

Children growing up in affected

households may also lose aut on
education and be stigmatised.
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hat pe
reasoned Rub North MP N
Kasibante, wha admitted that he
drinks,

Kasibante propased that rather
{han controlling drinking hours. th
authorities should
peaple are drinkin:

Kasibante and others holding s

opinion are nght, it one considers
he following case. Tom Mu:
1 bodaboda nder at Kabira sta
Bukoto, carmies his kaveera in his
jacket, just like Moses Batwawul
faxi tout at Kisaast.

There are many others who &
same. No need 1o sit i bars, jus
shop to buy from. This means ¢
even if they are stopped from si
in a bar, they will sull ke the |

This certainly shows that it is
actually not the tme people dr
but rather what they are danki
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