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Itis hard to see cotton 
farms exceptin some 
areas in Nebbi and 
Madi-Okollo districts, 
where some farmers 
still grow the crop, 
buton less than two 
acre-pieces of land. 

BYFELIXWAROMOKELLO 
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otton growing was once a pre- 
cious cash crop from the preto the 
‘post-colonial era and was regard- 
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amajor source of income that fetched 
huge profit for small-scale farmers 
acrossthe West Nile Sub-region. 
Several farmers (about 1,000) especal- 
yin in the traditional district of the West 
Nile Sub-region in Nebbi, Pakwach, Ma- 
i-Okollo, Arua, and Moyo, depended 

Farmers abandon 

cotton in West Nile 

onitbecauseit was lcrativ. They paid | 
school fees and fended fortheir families 
onthemoney accrued fromit. 
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atiracted the then Dr Milton Obote- 

o Camp. The presence of the facto- 
within the sub-region cut the cost 

‘The government also established cot- 
tonstoresinthekeydistricts,which were 
used for bulking before they were trans- 

tothe factoris. 
But today, the cultivation rate has 

dropped Itishard tosee cotton farms ex- 
ceptinsomeareaslike Parombo Koch,n 
‘Nebbi District, and Rhino Camp in Ma- 
diOkollowhere some farmersstill grow 
the crop,but on less than two acre piec- 
esofland. 
For the past three years,the price has 
stagnated, fetching only Shs1,500 per 

Yet,a farmer spends close 
(5hs3.51m)togrow cotton onone 

acre. 
MrDaudi Ocan, 68,said the price fluc- 

tuationin the world market has discour- 
‘agedseveral farmers. 
“You cannot sell a kilo of cotton at 

'5hs1,500 and expect to reap many ben- 
efits The price was neverstableallalong 
‘ecausein 1994, remember we sold a 
loat $hs300.In 1999, it was just Shsso0 
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season in Nol 

a kilo. And these days it's between 
Shs1,200and Shs1,500,"Mr Ocan said. 

‘The farmer added that with the tedi- 
‘ous work,he spends about Shs700,000 
foranacreofcotton. 
“Idonot want {ogrowit cotton] on a 
largescale because the yield can be poor 

‘Acotton farmerin Oweko Parish, inspects his cotton plantation in tho 2025 
istriot. PHOTO/PATRICK OKABA 
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duetothe poor quality ofthe seed that 
we gt from the market Last year Lon- 
Iy gota profitof Shs150,000.This was a 
great loss because this money has lost 
valugr hesaid, 
MrOkumu Okende, who has been en- 

gaged in cotton farming for the st 30 

Economic Complaxity (OEC), in 
2024, Uganda exported $19.6m 
(Shs68.9b) of cotton, makingit 
the72ndlargest exporter of cot- 
ton (out of 196 countries) in the 
‘world. This means that f the go- 
vernmentinvasts nre-introdu- 
cing tho crop and mecahnisation 
of the crop, farmers would reap 
more henceimprove on rova- 
e for the country throughin- 
creased export. 

years,said he no longer engages in cot- 
ton farming because it is labourinten- 
sive,amongother reasons. 

“Since the government is not both- 
ered about cotton production, I shifted 
toshorttermcropenterpriseslikebeans 
and ice. Other farmers are focusing on 
‘new nterventions like cocoa growing” 
MrOkumusaid. 
He added that when cotton was one 

of the yielding cash crops in the low- 
er Nebbi District including the current 
Pakwach District;a frmer could get one 
tonne of cotton from the one-acre land 
‘with the help of cotton extension work- 
ersemployed by the govemment butto- 
dayitsastalestory. 
Another cotton farmer, Ms Maureen 

Obedi,told Daily Monitor on Monday 
thatwhen her husband died in 1993 she 
used proceeds from selling cotton to 
takecare ofherselfand their children. 
“Cotton farming is being abandoned 

because even the government has 
failed to recruit fild extension workers 
to oversee cotton production. Even the 
price is not stable, and hence, middle- 
‘men dictate the price”Ms Obedisaid. 

‘Farmers are reapingless from their to- 
tal expenditure,right from the preparz- 
tionoftheland hiringof theland,acqui- 
sition of the seedlings, weeding,and up 
tothetime ofharvest. 
Ms Luciano Apio, a farmer in Pawor 
‘Sub-countyin Madi Okollo District, sid: 
“Even the weather patterns are not fa- 
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wourable for the crop. Sometimes the 
drought is prolonged. This affects a lut, 
‘especially when you just planted it. An<! 
also, there are no extension services that 
the gorvernment provies for farmers. 
Government is focusing on coffee gromr- 
ing and abandaning cotton, et people 
need clothes each time™ 
She added that the outbreak of pests. 
ke the pink bollworm is compounding 
the misery of cotton farmers. Asa result, 
farmers are forced to spend more mon- 
e70n pesticides. 
According to the Cotton Development. 
rganisation, in the 2015/2016 financial 

ear about 110,707 kilogrammes of cot- 
ton were produced, with Shs83 billion 
paidout o farmers. 
‘The organisation said several farm- 

erswere engaged in cotton growing and 
production in Uganda between 1960 
and 1994, before the liberalisation of the 
sector. During the 19705 and the 19805, 
‘production, however, declined drasti- 
cally mainly due to civil strife, economic 

turmoil.and poor governance. 
ARer iberalisation, production rose: 

steadilyfrom 33,000 bales in 1994/1995 
toa high of 254,036 bales in 2011/2012. 
And the high international prices in the 
2011/2012 season prompted a recent 
‘high harvest of 47,000 metric tonnes of 
lint. Prices fell the following season, and 
lint production averaged around 18,000 
‘metrictonnes per year from 2012/2016. 
Nebbi District Production Officer 

Leverus Nyakuni said since the govern- 
‘ment hasn't prioritised cotton among-= 
the enterprising cash crops, they can't 
sive much explanation about cotton 
‘productionin the district. 
“We have been advising cotton farm- 

erstoshift to results-oriented enterpris- 
s rather than producing cotton whose 
prices are determined by the middle- 
‘men. Itis a time-consuming crop but of- 
fers litleprofit for farmers; hesaid. 
1n2018,the United Nations Conference: 
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), 
with the support ofits partners,theUnit 
‘ed Nations Economic Commissionuor 
‘Africaand the Common Maret for East- 
em and Southem Africa (COMESA) de- 
signeda project to address someofthese 
challenges, in particular to fill the data 
and policy gaps that restrsin the devel- 
opment value additon activites on cot- 
tonbyproducts. 
'UNCTAD 2018 statistics indicate that 

‘about 250,000 households are engaged 
in cotton production, each with an av- 
‘erage farm size of less than 0.5 hectares. 
‘Withanaveragehousehold size of fivein 
‘Uganda,cotton production supports ap- 
‘proximately1. Lmdl\anp(oplt 

—— 

(%] CamScanner


