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Mobile clinic gives hope 
to TB patients in Teso 
BY SUZAN NANJALA 

SOROTI. Soroti Regional Referral Hos- 
pital has received a major boost in the 
fight against tuberculosis (TB) follow- 
ing the acquisition of a mobile clinic 
van aimed at improving detection and 
treatment, especially in hard-to-reach 
communities. 
The mobile clinic, valued at about 

$300,000 (approximately Shs1.2 bil- 
lion).is expected to expand TB outreach 
services across Teso Sub-region, where 
health officials say many cases remain 
undetected due to limited access to 
health facilities. 
The hospital's principal administrator, 
Mr Bezy Omoya,said the mobile med: - 
ical unit was delivered last week and 

will be deployed across all districts in 
the region to take TB services closer to 
the population. 
“We shall be moving into communi- 

ties to look for TB patients who would 
not ordinarily come to the hospital. We 
plan to visit several health centres,mar- 
kets, churches and other public plac- 
es across the 10 districts in Teso,” Mr 
Omoyasaid. 
He revealed that the hospital diagno- 

ses more than 400 TB cases every quar- 
ter;butnoted that the figures likely rep- 
resent only a fraction of the actual bur- 
den in the community. 
“These numbers are just the tip of the 

iceberg. There are many people with 
TB symptoms who have not yet been 
tested or diagnosed.”he said, calling on 
communities to welcome the outreach | 
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Officials supervise the mobile clinic at Soroti Regional Referral Hospital. PHO- 
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initiative. 
The National Coordinator for TB Mo- 

bile Van Services,Mr Didas Tusumus- 
irize, said the mobile clinics have sig- 
mificantly improved TB detection na- 

tionwide.“On average, more than 1,000 
TB patients are detected countrywide 
each year through the mobile van pro- 
gramme,"hesaid. 
Mr Tusumusirize added that the mo- 

bile clinic is equipped to conduct inte- 
grated screening for HIV, diabetes and 
hypertension, allowing patients to be 
tested and treated simultaneously. 
The Regional TB and Leprosy Coordi- 

nator for Teso, Sr Ruth Frances Ajoket, 
said TB positivity rates remain a con- 
cern. 
“Out of every 100 people we test, at 

least two are found to have TB.At theTe- 
gional hospital, about 20 cases are de- 
tected for every 1,000 people tested,”she 
said. 
Sr Ajoket urged residents to seek med- 

ical attention early once they notice 
symptoms such as persistent coughing, 
night sweats or general weakness. 
“People should take charge of their 

health. Once you notice signs and 
symptoms, do not wait. Visit the near- 
est health facility for testing and treat- 
ment"she said. 
‘The Hospital Director, Dr Benedicto 
Watmon, said the facility is intensify- 
ing TB control efforts in response to the 
high case burden in the region. He called 
ondistricthealth officers to work closely 
with mehpspnars'rs:emnw mnyun— 
lise the midbile clinic. 
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