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Unserlous. Mr Museveni says those
challenging last Saturday poll results
are just unserious.

RWAKITURA. President Museveni
yesterday dismissed Opposition
claims of massive rigging and poll
fraud in the run up to Saturday’s dec-
laration by the Electoral Commission
that he had won the 2016 polls with
60.8 per cent of the total votes cast.

Addressing his maiden press
conference at his country home in
Rwakitura, ura District a day
after he was declared winner, Mr
Museveni said: “Anyone trying to
challenge the results of the elections
must not be serious...that's rubbish”.

Mr Museveni, 71, reasoned that if

re was rigging, he wouldn’t have
loslinl(nmpa]n and Wakiso districts,
which overwhelmingly voted oppo-
sition party Forum for Democratic
Change candidate Dr Kizza Besigye,
whose party has since rejected the
outcome of the February 18, poll out-
comes.

FDC insists they will not recognise
Mr Museveni's victory, and is calling
for an international audit of the re-
sults (see related story on P6).

Mr Museveni, who was still rever-
ing in his victory yesterday, said he
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lost votes in Kampala, the capital, be- -
cause of the work of Kampala Capital . ~
City Authority (KCCA) executive di- e -~
rector Jennifer Musisi. 3 o 3 >
Mr Muﬁvam’ said whereas re-or- 1 - o
ganising the city was good for order,
the problem was that there was no ukaya’ I last Thursday.
adequate sensitisation and provi- "0 ORI s
sion of alternatives for the affected
people. Chinese nationals who were running LArEt udt
Mr Museveni also promised that an industry in Mukono had run out
Uganda will become a middle income of the country thinking that there
country under his stewardship in the would be chaos. However, he.
next five years. the country there would be no chaos
He said he had found that some underhsmglme_
who has beeh:s cred-
lmd for stabilising Uganda, had
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nomic growth due to the weakening ‘editoria}@ug nationmedia com
3Syears Shilling, which in his briefing, said
Inpower. was a result of Ugandans wiring RWAKITURA. President-elect
Election uncertainty worked to the g money id tries. Yoweri Museveni yesterday ac-
Magazine. read about how rtainty inma mﬁ “1 saxd no one will destabilise cused Daily Monitor of being bi-
dlsadvantaga creating UNCe! s h; during and after elections... ased against him and the NRM
economy’s defies odds. keeps rising: of histermin In the next five years Opposition will party, saying the paper gave more
British American Tobacco shareprice 2021, be wiped out. They are taking advan- coverage to opposition party Fo-
~ What tage of internal weaknesses. I know rum for Democratic Change presi-
obseverssay:  theyareliars,”hesaid | dential candidate Dr Kizza Besigye
during the elections.
observershave  fordoing axood job saymx:"lwam to . However, election reports by
described thank the EC for with this media monitors in-
the poll as big job which was not easy. I insisted dicated that Daily Monitor had
being deeply on using electronic finger print read- given Mr Museveni more cover-
ers. And I am glad it worked. I was age than other presidential con-
o being intimidated that this will not tenders, including Dr Besigye.
standards and work, I insisted,” which he said had Addressing lps maiden press
expectations for  €liminated multiple voting and that briefing following the Saturday
anydemocratic  he would in the next five years, if re- announcement by the Electoral
process. sources allow, work on the full com- Commission of his victory in the

puterisation of voting.

“What I would want to work to-
wards is full computerisation of the
voting, where by one would only need
afinger print to vote. That will totally
eliminate any games,” said Mr Mu-
seveni.

2016 polls, Mr Museveni, who dis-
missed concerns of international
poll observers about lack of alevel
playing field in the run up to the
elections, instead complained
that he is the one who had been
denied a level playing field by
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dismisses rigging allegations

president Museveni in his maiden
press conference at his country home
in Rwakitura, Kiruhura district, yes-
torday answered questions on key
|ssues regarding the announcement
by the EC on Saturday that he had
won the 2016 presidential elections.
Excerpts

On voting

l want to thank the people of
uganda who turned up in big num-
pers and decided their future for

the next five years. 1 think 10 million
ple turned up to vote. Some had
to wait for many hours.

1 have not found out from the Elec-
toral Commussion why there were
delays in the areas near Kampala
but I know they normally start with
distant areas and end with the ones
nearer. I don't know why they never
timed it well this time.

1 want to thank the EC for strug-
gling with this big job which was not
easy. | insisted on using electronic
fingerprint readers. And I am glad it
worked. I was being intimidated that
it will not work but Iinsisted.

This is what I have been fighting
for the last 53 years. The elections
we had in 1962, which were full of
mistakes, especially rigging, were
around the problem of either some-
one voting more than once, or people
who were not supposed to vote like
the underage voting.

Therefore, all these years 1 have
been struggling to get rid of that. We
didn’t vote from 1962 we only voted
again in 1980, and I brought it up at
that time they did not accept it. When
we started voting in 1993 for the CA,
we didn’t have the money (to do...)
we made other reforms......like count-
ing immediately after polling and an-
nouncing the results.

ing from traditional to commercial
farmu

Why do! spend time on that? In Eu-
rope, they moved from traditional to
commercial 300 years ago, so when
we are engaged in a struggle to liber-
ate our people, | don't need lectures
from anybody.

How toorganise elections? | was or-
ganising elections at Ntare [school]. 1
know how to organise elections. Who
can tell me about elections? | have
told you the problem with elections
in Uganda has been multiple voting.
‘What level playing field are they talk-
ing about?

The radios are everywhere, [am the
one who does not have a level playing
field with [Daily] Monitor newspaper
there. They would put Besigye on top
of me. They would use a big picture
of Besigye, exaggerating rallies and
they shrink mine or they take a part-
that /Daily] Monitor here, 1 have de-
feated them. I tried to talk to them
politely, 1 even rang their man [His
Highness] The Aga Khan and I told
him ] am going to defeat your traitors
here. So I have defeated them.

They are just seated here in a

All those were reforms we made
in 1993; but there was this problem
of ensuring that it is one person one
vote. That’s where democracy is. If
you interfere with that, if I can vote
twice then there is no democracy.
What I would want to work towards
is full computerisation of the voting
process, where by one would only
need a finger print to vote. That will
totally eliminate any games.

On retiring:
We shall follow the Constitution
of Uganda. But I would not want to

encourage you to be worried about
the who, because this is part of
your problem. You are always wor-
ried about the who... instead of the
what. Why don't you worry about the
what?._.._whether i retires or

Amin came to power, I resigned. I
went to fight Amin. Why? Not be-
cause of the who but because of the
what. In areas like Kabale, you should
be worried about the problem of land
i ead you are wor-

not. Museveni has no problem retir-
ing. As you can see, I have got where
to retire to and I did not need a job.
Even in the first place, I have never
needed a job.

Why? Because I have one here.
What involves us in politics is not the
what, not the who. In 1971, I was em-
ployed in the president’s office, when

inst
ried of when Museveni will die, when
will Museveni go. When the cam-
Ppaigns started some people said Mu-
seveni will die during campaigns..

On poll observers

Me I am not a joker. I am dealing
with a pre-industrial, a pre capitalist
society. 1am telling you people mov-

% newspaper unfair to me-Museveni

Daily Monitor. “1 have told you the
problem with elections in Uganda
has been multiple voting. What level
playing field are they talking about?
The radios are everywhere, I am the
one who does not have a level play-
ing field with [Daily] Monitor news-
paper,” he said.

“They would put Besigye on top

of me. They would use a bls picture
of Besigye, exaggerating rallies and
they shrink mine or they take away
a part. That Monitor here, I have
defeated them,” the president said,

ing to defeat your traitors here, so
1 have defeated them. They are just
seated here in a democratic ngnda.
They would even manufacture pic-
tures. You know they would cut and

i again,

they would even
manufacture pictures, you know
they would cut and add pictures so
that Besigye rallies look big...... That
[Daily] Monitor newspaper has been
an opposition newspapers for a long
time.

Now the headline today was ‘Mu-
seveni again, Museveni tuffudde -
that was the headline. But what can
[Daily] Monitor do to my support?
My support can be shaken by other
factors. What matters is actual social
economic condition of our people.

On NRM losing in Kampala City

The problem is the way Madam
[executive director Jennifer] Musisi
was doing the right thing by remov-
ing hawkers from the streets. But the
mistake was not sensitising them,
telling them why but also failing to
get them alternatives.

headline today was
Museveni tuffudde! (we are dead).
That was the headline. But what can
[Daily] Monitor do to my support?

t matters is the actual social

HOW ACME MONITORING REPORT RATED

I am not working for myself, I am
working for the country. Uganda will
be a First World country in the next
30 years. 1 want to see Uganda as

waving a copy of the Sunday Moni-  add pictures so that Besigye rallies economic condition of our people,” part of East African Integration..We

tor. “Itried totalk to them politely,I 100k big-.... That [Daily] Monitor Mr Museveni said. must create an Africa centre of grav-

even rang their man [His has been an it However, to the Afri- ity which will guarantee our freedom
TheAgaKhanandItoldhimlamgo-  newspaper for a long time. Now the  can Centre for Media Excellence and freedom of all Africans.

(ACME) Media Coverage of the 2016 If these fellows Mbabazi and Be-

l‘ dings, Daily Monitor sigye want to come back (I have no

BS ACH IN NOV gave Mr Museveni more front-page problem) If I can see East African

of Dr 1would be a very happy
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Independent presidential candidate
AAmama Mbabazi, who both got less
than 25 per cent of the coverage.

For example in the ACME Novem-
ber 2015 findings, Mr Museveni got
28.9 per cent front-page promi-
nence, Mr Mbabazi, 26.5 per cent,
while got Dr Besigye got 24.1 per
cent coverage.

The media monitoring reports
also indicated that Daily Monitor
'had provided fairly balanced cover-
age of the three main presidential
candidates and also provided space
and covered issues that were being
championed by all the contenders.
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man. I am mission oriented. I don’t
care about individuals... Those who
‘were with us when they go away and
fight me, I fight them. I didn’t hear
these people talk about East African
integration, I didn’t hear these people

~ talk about unity; they say ‘let him go”

is that a programme for a political
leader?~

On ministers losing

1f ministers are being defeated lo-
cally, it means they didn’t have close
links with the people. That’s the pur-
pose of democracy. People decide
what they want.
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