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giveaway, says ULC chairman

Pollcy. Baguma lsoke explaing
that the land qiveaway is In
line with a policy adopted
after the promulgation of the
1985 Constitution following
discontent by government
that the law did not expressly
provide land for Investment.
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KAMPALA. Cabinet is behind
the giveaway of public and
school land to investors, the
Uganda Lands Commission
(ULC) chairperson has said.

“In most of the land alloca-
tions that ULC puts on paper,
there is a directive from the
Exccutive that land that is cur-
rently not being used by the
school be allocated to an inves-
tor. In some instances some
schools may be translocated,”
said Mr Baguma Isoke, the ULG
chairperson,

Mr Isoke was appearing be-
fore the commission of inquiry
into land matters on Thursday
inKampala.

He explained that the land
giveawayisinline witha policy
adopted after the promulgation
of the 1995 Constitution follow-
ing discontent by government
that the law did not expressly
provide land for investment.

“Inevery municipality, town
counci, this is the situation. It
IS a government policy still in
force and together with that
policy, officers who were using
official cars had them co-owned
by them and government, That
is a policy of government re-
garding land that is stil] being
implemented,” he added.

“There is a committee con-
stituted by four permanent
secretaries which sits and does
that workin all the towns where
pool houses and pool hous-
ing land exists. This is a policy
which should now after 25 years
be revisited,” Mr Isoke told the -
seven-member commission
chaired by Justice Catherine
Bamugemereire,

The commission isinvestigat-
inginto the laws, processes and
procedures in land acquisition,
administration and manage-
ment in the country.

However, the commission
observed that in all complaints
filed for investigation, the ULC
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istries,” commissioner Robert
Ssebunya said.

He added: “Some of thelands
sold by ULC belong to institu-
tions which are there and not
dying tomorrow and therefore,
there will be development. Tl}&
country is not going tobe static
but will be static when develop-
ment comes and you need todo
this todevelop yet ULC has sold
theland” ;

Mr Isoke was appearing be-
fore the commission to answer
questions in regard to fraudu-

- is mentioned in sale of govern- - -lent allocation and-acquisition,

ment property, encroachment
of forest reserves and wet-
lands. : S
“I wonder if this land was
sold before, 1do not know what
ULC would -be handling and
managing. Houses belonging
to government have been sold
and yet sometimes we hear
government is looking for land
to build headquarters of min-

of two pieces.of government
land in Jinja District. < -

- He asked the commission for

some time to enable him pre-
pare adequately to get required
information. PR

The ULCis on the spot fgr.al-
locating Plot 60/62 on Alidina
Road in Jinja Municipality be-
longing to ministry of Finance
to Birus Property Services, a
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ivate developer. :
pn[wgz alleged that the Minister
of Justice, Gen Kahinda Otafi-
ire, while still Trade minister,
irregularly allocated the land
= ﬁnazxiother incident, the ULC
isalleged tohaveallocated more

Affected land

ome of the public
Sand school land given
away by govemment
*toinvestors include:
= =, Shimoni Demanstration =
.- Schoallend; the Uganda -~~~
-* - Broadcasting Corporation _  :
+ landin N:OI:seGo. part’ s - v
- of Kyambogo University - -
grd).’:ia'manﬁe forest land,
* aplot on Nkrumah road *, -
formerly housing a Kampala_
City Council Hospital and
Uganda Railway land in
Nsambye.
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than seven hectare.
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trict Land Board titleq thes

land in favour of aprivate cop,.
pany - Favourite Enterprises .
owned by non-Ugandan,

The ULC is also accuseq of

frustrating the same govern.
ment body, NAFIRY, from ac-
quiring land titles for the lan
it occupies.

Mr Ebert Byenkya; the com-
mission’s lead counsel, sajq the
team is inquiring into the man.-

- —agement and administratiop of

land and this wou]
be land in custody
yetit had allocated
NAFIRI. -~ -

- Mr Byenkya said the lanq
In question is on Block 103 at
Butembe, Jinja.

~ The late Mayanja Nkapgi
handled the land matter cluringgl
his tenure as chairman of the
commission.
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