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For the fourth year running, Vision Group together with
the Embassy of the Netherlands, KLM Airlines, dfcu
Bank and Koudjis Animal Nutrition, is running the best
farmers’ competition. The 2018 competition will run from
February to November, with the awards in December.
Every week, Vision Group platforms will publish profiles
of the farmers. Winners will walk away with sh150m and
a fully paid-for trip to the Netherlands

By George Nita
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“The peels are bought from local
sh20,000 per day. The boiling proc
workers on the premises,” Tuma adds,

A five-acre maize garden was set up this year 10 -
prerdde feeds for the pigs,

Tuma is optimistic that the maize groren at the farm
wonld offset some of the daily feeding expenditure as
almost sh500,000 Is spent on matze bran per month.

“Yie bought Longe 5 maize variety from a farm
supplies shop in Mbale at sh250,000. The transport and
labour cost sh150,000, while another sh400,000 was
used to hire a tractor” he reveals.

Tuma says an attack by armyworms on the maize farm
was repulsed by spraying

Fyer sinoe Rev: Can: Dr. Tom Tuma offically stopped
being a shephend of men, his attention has shifted to
Ples

ON his 15-acre Twiza Mixed Farm, piggery is the main
enterpase as others are in their foundation stages.

In many cases, piggery is synonymous with an
offensive stench. Not the case at Tuma's fam. He
explains that the daily cleaning of the concrete floor and
the pood teeding habits have helped to do away with a
toul odour
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Banana crop
In 2013, he dedicated one acre to bananas and planted
200 suckers procured from Canaan farm in Budondo
village, Jinja district at sh250,000.

Tuma sells his bananas in Jocal markets.

“Each festive season | can an estimated sh260,000
from 15 bunches harvested,” he says.

To ensure a consistent supply of feeds for his pigs,
‘Tuma buys the peelings from the hoteliers who purchases
his bananas. _
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\h-l\Sl;nnxl 1S years ago, he bought 10 Friesian cows at Tom Tuma, 78, was married to Rutg Tuma, ® Tuma says he uses only one boar to mate with all the
oo supply milk on the local market Currently the piggery section boasts of 47 pigs in the former Jinja district woman MP (now sows 10 ensure good yields.
e \‘_c“ % L had underrated the demanding nature separate pe nging tree branches on the farm :'"““")- The couple had four C""d""-' ® “Once | realise the male pig is getting old, | replace it.
and "m‘ ::“R The farm-keeper was not that committed  provide the mandatory cool environment needed to e attended Busoga C?"W' Muwirl for O'level It is one way of maintaining the good quality piglets.” he
Rl xn\\\ £Ot emaciated within six months,” he keep the pigs in good health. 2and Ntare School '"’ Alevel. says.
feedinga v;lry cattle need a lot of care, especially with Tuma got a bachelor’s of arts degree from ® Tuma does not encourage in-breeding at the farm to
P“‘l’k‘fkl\. ?r‘\ cleanliness of the shed. Unless they are fed — Labourers and farm security Makerere University before proceeding to limit the occurrence of genetic variation in offspring.
Henk Y cannot produce enough milk. “There are seven workers on the farm. One of them New York seminary for a master’s of divinity ® “Use the dung from the pigpens as manure for the
and s ‘l'd"““‘";’ "‘:" he opted to abandon the enterprise is an askar to ensure that secunity is guaranteed,’ In 1969. g‘ardcm, \.‘.lurkcrs (ﬂ”e{l and dump it in waste bins at
et ﬂil’ the cartle. Tuma then went into piggery. Matege says. He explains that incentives such as In 1970, he Joined the University of London ated spots for I 10 growing
“To m»‘j‘r‘ years ago. accommodation, timely payments has kept the tumover School of Oriental and African studies to plants,” he says.
mnnd,e‘m] for fh" camborough breed of pigs. | can rate of labourers at 3 minimum. 3 % graduate with a PhD in 1973. He returned to
hmﬁmblc} say that there are no regrets for choasing this “In 2012, a workers' block was constructed adjacent to one of the sows at th Uganda in 1973 to lecture at the Makerere Community benefits
e h&x)m. Tuma emphasises. Camborough are 3 to the farm house at a cost of about shSm. This means .r,.ﬂ."dlml e farm In Iganga district University department of religious studles Matege notes that the locals are being assisted with
bl with both good mothenng and pork traits.  the workers are easily available to ensure things run i lagef T : 3 and philosophy. knowledge on good farming practices such as mulching
undemsure success of the venture, Tuma says he smoothly,” Matege says. : e TLx In 1976, he fled to exile In Nalrobl, Kenya to pruning and thinning for better yiclds.
c_“;“’koﬂ‘mlazf.llnn mpsrm leamn from other farmers ~ Matege says .zlll\r;:xg:\ there I]S (}nouﬁh momr{;:all}i= escape from 1d] Amin's henchmen‘huntlnq Whoever wants 10 lear comes and they get tips.” b
’m_m‘ S0ga and the rest o the country. workers 1o stay on the farm, only four do so, whi : o Y says.
1 also attended farming workshops and rest commute from their homes in the community. = th:n?:y‘;::::" qovernment elements Matege says some farmers in the neighbourhood

shows regularly o update my knowledge. I kept asking

myself that if those who never went to school can make Challenges The amount Tllma : ~ _‘ - g b ¢ » : As a clergy, he served the Church of Uganda bring their sows for breeding at Twiza Mixed Farm.

“In such instances, I first check their pigs for traces

Profits from the farm, how about me?” Tuma notes. Sosipeter Edhiruma, a farm-help, says monkeys have . i 4 ¢ . TR :°’Z3JOV;°" before retiring from priesthood of diseases to keep our animals safe. Once they are OK.
Pig sale. also been a nuisance o[rrfem, espedially after a maize earns from hIS d 4 oy X 1 n . they are allowed into the boar’s sty for mating,” Ma(egc-
Nichotss ihmce‘ s e s’%’;‘ﬁ" Tflmlg» f:_:‘; m e ‘ : e ¥ a trained veterinary officer, narrates, '
2 2 manager, reveal S k
of the 10 sows on the farm produces an average of 10 1o play and they flatten the stems. Haw.c\tr. the piggery fal'm annua“y including transpont, clearing the area as well as planting. ~ Plans
pl%I:xs on each of the three deliveries in a year. Pestnc hlﬂf five dogs bought recently keeps them at | f P s 52 : Tuma plans to start a poultry project and keep turk
one-month old piglet goes for sh100,000 at the bay,” Edhiruma says. ; : . Farm g i TREYS
fs:lhr_l)'n. That means with 300 piglets annually, almost ~ Tuma argues that he sull '“hs “j} laid "r‘g 20, ﬂf’“ from the Sa e o 2y g 3 A bom;l;':\:;u:;lzm the farm at a cost of sh10m mﬂr::?r:sr:l;; gxllce:xla;ro:lcrr‘;sénd local chi
0m is earned.” he discloses. imgation sysiem to migate the eflecs ofdryspels. . _ ; 10 ensure regular water supply. It eeds a 1,000-litre has already been done. My (arget is 0 hywe 5 shoren
He adds that after the deduction of the monthly wages “The last dry spell left most crops dried up. In plq ets 3 3 Y a0k fiom Where wanes fe v led tofthe tievers b : ek 'S to have a disease-
0f sh150,000 for each of the workers plus expenses on 1 hope 1o set up a system 1o water the crops during such . Eritalonak o, pp! pigpens by m‘:::::ﬂ;‘g ;bf;‘el‘_"v"“]d boost profits through egg
. A es.

feeds, a net profit of sh20m is realised from the pigs. times,” he insists. “Push-to-open water taps in each sty allows for

e!ﬁdtl:n( usf1 0}‘1 the resource. The pigs that are thirsty

simply push their snouts on the valve and let off a jet of H

water to quench their thirst,” Matege says. Th ree th l ngs tO
He adds that apart from checking wastage, the

arrangement ensures that only what is needed is Iea rn from Tu ma

released to avoid wetting the floors, which makes the

nt and knowledge
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the Best Farmers' L ' MaJ. David pens stink as well as cause infections.
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charge and journalists are Kasenene, il =, Operation Records keeping to mitigate risks that may come wi
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Story.The winners are not cmr;cmz il i:a : official . lhgle:‘fecgdlmm :Ig:l}J“I}S! mco;]nc for the last seven days.
5 e Kik. » ? % a copy, while another remains at the fai
chosen by an individual, but his farm for - source of X W ,:2 ! house. These records even help us to know whcurar:nhe Have servi
by 2 panel of distinguished | mating. The revenue for < #occasionally Some of Tumy, . feeding is as planned or there were deviations,” he adds. a p ervices of an expert at the
judges of integrity. If breed of piglets people like interacted with S two-mgpth-old piglets that he sells to other farmers, - He explains that the involvement of ama of1 - arm as he ran idr - &
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