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KAMPALA. Uganda Aquatics 
(UAQ)'S dream of having a home is 
qmore than likely to come to life after 
they were granted arenewable 49 year 
1¢4 Yto develop fiveacres of land at Ser- 

ristian High School. 
For years, Seroma were lEg}l!BT partic- 
ipantsin competitions.Over 

the last two years, they have become 
regular hosts of cor ons, especial- 
Iy the Uganda ary School Sports 

AssodHHon ; ‘However last year, Seroma's external 
Jawyer Asuman Nyonyintono request- 
ed and urged the school to become the 
new home of Ugandan swimming fol- 
Jowing his election into office as UAQ's 
executive committee member repre- 
senting the northern region. 

1t was a merging point of interests as 
UAq have also been grappling with the 
issue of finding ahome for eternity. 
"Of course, I know of the need of the 

executive to find an aquatic centre but | 
1also know of Seroma's interest in the 
sport,” Nyonyintono - who was part of 
aselect committee from the federation 
which included vice president (techni- 
cal) Tonnie Kasujja, Erick Kisero (cen- 
tral region representative),and Vivian 
Namale (eastern region representative) 
visited the site last June - told Monitor 
atthetime. 
Suffice to note that when World | 

Aquatics president Husain Al-Mus- 
allam visited Uganda in March 2022, 
he made a commitment that Uganda 
would get a standard 25m pool from 
thebody. 
Al-Musallam also set no timelines | 

as he passed the ball back to govern- | 
ment and then Uganda Swimming 
Federation (USF) to make some guar- 

|I!I|IllIl"|||||I|I||IIIII|l||||I|lI|I||lI|IIlllllllllllllmllUIIHIYVIHHHMHIHHIHIHIVHmmwl\mHuwHmmlv\Hfl\\'lnwumnmnmmvm\nmmumrlummuummvlwmnmmmmmumvuwlvHvllHlnrHHmvumumuuwumlmuml 

in Ruda- 
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sisted that he is not driving for the 
ka Dis- title. 
triet and “Idon’t drive to win the Mation- 

Seroma,UAq bank on each other to 
develop swimming infrastructure 
PROMINENT 

Seroma Christian High Sch- 
oolis highly involved in com- 
petitive sports, dominatingin 
swimming and rising in badmin- 
ton within the USSSA. They are 
aprominent sports school that. 
competes in football, basket- 
ball, netball, and volleyball, and 
were selected to host the 2026 
National Ball games. 

antees that included the latter having 
control over the facility for at least the 
first five years and the former ensuring 
that there would be no taxes involved 
in bringing and installing the pool, 
‘which would be manufactured out of. 
the country. UAq has tried partnering 
‘with various universities on this pro- 
Jjecttono avail. 
“"This is huge as we signed a partner- 
ship (in December) with Seroma,where 
they lease the land to us at no cost," 
UAq president Moses Mwase, said at 
their AGM last Saturday. 

Planstofind money 

However, as the executive commit- 
tee shared their 2026 budget of up to 
Shs1.6billion at the AGM,Mwase re- 
vealed there would even be moremon- 
ey that will be needed to meet con- 
struction works at Seroma. 

Getting ready. Seroma prepars to host Ball Games. PHOTO / AMINAH BABIRYE 

"There are some pending consulta- 
tion but they (Seroma) need us to do 
some preliminary works. When these 
consultations are done, we will need 
to raise funds, probably externally, to 
bring the project to life. We will find the 
money." 
Daily Monitor understands that Se- 
roma would have loved to have a 
50m pool on site but Uganda Aquat- 
ics likely negotiated for the World 
Aquatics offer to be considered first. 
Seroma's resident director Amelia 
Kyambadde said the school "is gifted 
with a board of directors and board of 
governors who believe in holistic edu- 
cation," as she commented on the gen- 
erosity of her parents and directors Lt 
Col (Rtd). Canon Robert Ssekidde and 

Dr.Margaret Ssekidde. 
“Being gifted with 130 acres of land as 

an institution is rare for a private insti- 
tution. But the new education curric- 
ulum has empowered the vision of di- 
rectors and governors to exponentially 
promote sports - an area we have been 
involved in since inception - about 23 
years ago. 
"We have been in ball games and 
swimming. We have a peol and have al- 
50 had our swimmers compete at (Ano- 
ca) Games out of the country but this 
sport (swimming) has been slow in 
terms of growth because thereisalot to 
putin in terms of infrastructure. 
Even when you look countrywide 

at clubs, very few can be able to host 
swimmersin thereownpools. 
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event after receiving outside assi 
tance which is prohibited by the ral- 
Ty regulations. 
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"Gervvernments has sunk a lot of mon- 
ey into other sports, so we thought we 
ton can partner with swimming, which 
is mostly parent and federation fund- 
ed, to develop the athletes,” Kyambad- 
desaid. 
Kyambadde believes the project vrill 

benefit the general Mukono commu- 
nity as Seroma will be given priority of 
access to the facility and skills develop- 
ment programmes, 
“Our school is strategically located as 
Mukono is a hub of many schools but 
wvery fewr have pools. 
Like we see athletics developing well 

in the eastern corridor, we believe we 
can be a main attraction for all schools 
to come and train here as we focus on 
making good swimmers in the central 
corridor.” 

USSSA Games 

Meanwhile, USSSA have also en- 
dorsed Seroma to host their Nation- 
al Ball Garnes I from May 1 to 10and 
Kyambadde believes they are more 
than ready. 
“Inbidding for these Games, we re- 

lied on the strong relationship we have 
with Uganda Christian University, 
Namilyango College, Mukono Bishop, 
and recently Seeta University. 
“There will be over 7000 students at 

the Games- there is no way we can host 
all.of them but our partners will help. 
Football alone needs eight pitches, so 
'weneed this kind of cooperation. 
“We shall focus on hosting the open- 

ing and the closing ceremonies plus 
some finals. Cricket, lawn tennis, rug- 
by, and hockey can be hosted at UCU 
and Namilyango. UCU and Seeta are al- 
50 important for athletes to see, aspire, 
and know which universities to gotoaf- 
ter secondary school,” Kyambadde said. 
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