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Bue that the outgoing
Peaker of Parliament
should have realised
'at “time catches up
With everyone”

BYSYLiviakATUSHABE
he political future of Anita
Among, the outgoing Speaker of
Parliament, has taken an unex-
v Pected twist after a joint securi-
"’ team searched her homes amidst
! |n-;|l-or'.thlp turmoil, compounded by
l"'?' Mwn withdrawal from the mee 1o re-

AN thp epat.
b But iy ps Among see the writing on
1 wall? piecing topether events of the
::N_rl'\\’mnn'lh‘minl toa Speaker who
- 2 have smelt a rat but could have ip-
m‘"“d it for a passing discomfort or
"Crestimated her war chest.

tal s step back and look at a few tell-
1€ signs, Her tenure has been marred
g Controversy that left a blot on her
1age, especially around corruption in
lament and misuse of power. And

¢ ts around this, which we will return
P viET in the piece, may have jolted her
Outiid'the comfort zone.

During the last elections, Ms Among
‘nsured she stood unopposed in par-
'Y primaries and the 2026 General Elec-
Uon in the race for Bukedea Woman
Member of Parliament. even when crit-
1S opined she could have had a victory
chance But the exercise left a bitter taste
N some contestants' mouths and the
Eeneral public.

r"1-"311i’li::_'challcmmr in the ruling Na-
Uional Resistance Movement (NRM) par-
Y primaries, Ms Hellen Odeke, was dis-
Qualified for *not meeting residency
Tequirements”, paving the way for Ms

Ng to be declared unopposed, and
efTorts to have Ms Odeke on the ballot
fell flar.

. In the general election, Ms Mercy Mar-
1on Alupo (National Unity Platform),

" Norma Otai (Forum for Dem-
© . AcChange) were disqualified by the
:‘-Rgomloommm for voter registra-

Tues.
veral critics felt that the struggle
10 contest unopposed may have been
to avert fears of a shocking defeat, and,
therefore, no chance at the speakership.
S0, it was safe to first become MP and
then deal with the rest later.
unopposed also gave her leg-
foom to move around with NRM pres-
idential candidate Yoweri Museveni,
With whom she traversed the whole
country. It was also seen as an attempt
to gravitate towards Mr Museveni and
8ain favour to secure the vote.

While attending an event at Kalule
Gm playground in Kyazanga Town
Council, Lwengo District in June 2025,
Ms Among was seen to be desperately
trying to endear herselfto the First Fam-
ily when she likened President Musev-
€ni to“God the Father”, and his son Gen
Muhoozi Kainerugaba to*God the son”.
_"We believe in the Trinity, We believe
InGod the Father,and God the Father is
President Museveni. God the son is MK
[popular contraction of Muhoozi Kain-
erugaba) and now you are the Holy Spir-
it. Therefore, vote for them.God be with
youall,” Ms Among said.

During the NRM retreat in Kyankwan-
zilast month, it was apparent that there
was another candidate in Laroo-Pece
Division MP Norbert Mao for the seat.
And President Museveni threw the
spanner in the works when he said the
Speaker race was far from over even af-
ter the party’s Central Executive Com-
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Did Among see her

downfall coming?

mittee (CFE) had endorsed Ms Among
and her deputy Mr Thomas Taryetraa,

Ms Amang took matters in her own
hande to warn those who were enter.
ing the NRM ‘bedroom’even when they
were fust puests, in a subtle hit at Mr
Man,

‘This newspaper got reports that intel-
lipence hlncked armgone from distritn-
ing money to MPs in a bid to eampaign
for speakership. Mr Museveni took
the shine when he announced that he
would give each of the MPs Shs100m,
starting with Shs2om to help them
ahead of the swearing-in ceremonies.

To any clever politician, the happen-
ings in Kyankwanzi would ring a loud
bell.

Early this month, at the Patriotic
League of Uganda (PLU) headquarters
in Kampala, Ms Among rebuked claims
that she harboured presidential ambi-
tions for 2031, instead pledging support
for Gen Kainerugaba.

The choice and timing of this reve-
lation was interpreted that she could
have sensed that the PLU teamn was the
new power centre and would have a big

say in the speakership race.

Corruption
Regarding cormuption,in March 2023,
Ms Among posted on her X handle con-
demning grafl. She noted that it denies
dtizens opportunities and service deliv-
“Corruption is a vice that has eaten
out society and billions of public funds
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are Joet every year, denying citizens op
portunities and service delivery” she
noted

Me Amomng was one of the tenior pov-
ernment officials implicated in the
theft of irom sheets meant for the vul-
nerable people of Karamoga,

Following investigations, President
Murceveni ordered officials who had ir-
regularly received the iron sheets to re-
turn them or pay the equivalent, The
outpaing Speaker complied, return-
ing 500 iton sheets to the Office of the
Prime Minister.

At least 20 ministers, 31 parliamen-
tarians,and 12 chief administrative of-
ficers were implicated. Among, them
were Vice President Jessica Alupo,
Prime Minister Robinah Nabbanja, Kar-
amoja Affairs minister Mary Goretti Ki-
tutu, her deputy Agnes Nandutu (since
convicted), and State minister for Fi-
nance Planning and Economic Devel-
opment Amos Lugoolobi.

Amidst public uproar over corruption
and misuse of State funds, Ugandans
led by journalist-turned-activist Agath-
er Atuhaire and Makerere University
lecturer Spire Ssentongo launched the
*Parliament Exhibition® on social me-
dia, particularly on X.

The exhibition, which ran from Feb-
ruary 24 to mid-May 2024, unearthed
several contentious issues, including a
Shs1.7 billion service award to former
Leader of the Opposition in Parliament
(LoP) Mathias Mpuuga and four NRM
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parliamentary backhench eommis-
sioners
A section of MPs requested time to de-

KEY EVENTS

Ms Anita Among, tha Speaker
of tha 11th Parliament, seemed
to havait all,including the salid
backing of tha Prasident, and
hin NRM party parliamentary
Caucus, and was tantativaly an-
dorsaed for re-aloction,

From beaing an ardent member
of the Opposition Forum for Da-
maocratic Change (FDC) party,
whern sha was tha deputy trea-
surer, to joining the ruling Na-
tional Resistance Movement
(NRM) party, Ms Among has had
ametooric rise within a space of
10 years.

Ms Among twice ran in 2006
and 2011 for tha Bukedea Dis-
trict Woman MP seat on the
FDC party ticket and lostin both
elections, She changed party
loyalty in 2016 and ran as an
independent candidate, and em-
erged victorious.

But within FDC, sources said
Ms Among had been President
Museveni's mola in the Opposi-
tion, and with that came the bot-
tomless cash basket at her dis-

posal. :
When she joined the NRM in
2020, Ms Among went unop-
posed in the party primaries and
2021General Election, joining
Parliament for a second term.
She was among the seve-
‘s, ral NRM candidates who
showed interestin
contesting for the posi-
tion of Deputy Spea-
ker, which sheran
forandwon. But
Parfiament Spea-
kerJacob Oula-

s se A Aria .-'.--:‘.;_-E 3 nyah"s death pre-

+ sented her with
another opportu-
/ , nitytorise tothe
~ * helmofpower,
. propelling her to
- bethethirdin
hierarchyinthe
country, after
- - the President
and the Vice

.
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A President.
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bate the enrruption feses mited dur
ing the exhibition, but the Speaker
brshed them off as rmonrs and mere
“eneial imedia talk”,

Armmd the same time, the 115 Depart-
ment of State slapped travel ranctinns
on Ms Amang nver what it described
as “significant corruption® tied to her
leadlerhip of Parllarment. She was sanc-
Honed aloneside Ms Kituti, Mr Laeoalo-
bi,and former Deputy Chief of Defence
Forees, Gen Peter Elwely, These came
hot on the heels of UK sanctions, which

7e Ms Amonge's assets abroad.

When outgoing LoP Joel Scenyonyi
raised the matter in Parliament, Ms
Among retorted that she didn’t care
ahout the sanctinns, insisting the only
passport she needed was the one tak-
ing her to Bukedea, her home district.

It March 2024, then Inspector Cener-
al of Geayernment Beti Karrrya opened
a corruption probe into Parliament,
promising to submit findinges on wnde-
spread abuse of office and unethical
eomtluct to the President. ;

Yet amid the uproar, nothing hap-
pened to her: But the silence may have
heen loud in her political system.

These events were clear storm clouds
on the horizon, signalling that Ms
Amang's pasition was under threat.
She sought to shore up her standing
with the President and her party, the

NRM.

She established a teaching hospital in
Bukedea, commissioned by President
Museveni, with several wards named
after members of the First Family.

Ms Among had also been a fixer in Par-
liament for the regirme’s wishes. She en-
sured government-backed Bills passed
despite public and Opposition uproar,
including the Coffee Bill, the Uganda
People’s Defence Forces (Amendment)
Bill, 2025, and the Protection of Sover-
eignty Bill, 2026, which closed the 11th
Parliament.

Analysts weighin

Political analysts argued that Ms
Among should have realised that “time
catches up with ne”,

Ms Sarah Bireete, the Executive
Director of the Centre for
Constitutional said: “She
was doing wrong. Wrong is wrong.
As a leader, she should haw realised
that what she was doing was wrong.
Abuse of parliamentary budget. Most
importantly her tenure in the House
was really terrible.”

She added:"1 don't know whether she
imagined that she was immune.”

Ms Bireete also raised concerns about
Parliament's internal systems failing
to check Ms Among’s extravagant
spending, noting that the Clerk and
Internal Auditor should explain how

Analyst Yusuf Sserunkuma argued
that Ms Among may not have sensed
danger, believing she had done Mr
Museveni's bidding and expected
gratitude.

He suggested Ms Among’s woes stem
from a transition of power within the
PLU, which seems to have no room for
el

1 think we have a transition
happening right now. And I think
the transitional people are not really
interested in her services.1 think PLU
is getting more entrenched and more
connected to the grid,”Mr Sserunkuma
said.

He added: “While they apprecate the
work she's done for Mr Museveni, they
think she's a big embarrassment. So, 1

- think it's not just the embarrassment.”

So,whether the purge on her regime
is politically-motivated or is a genuine

| fight against corruption is what we will
: seein the coming days.

5 lencg. fladrg sghaa Wdyma i

CamScanner



