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Political analysts ar- 
Bue that the outgoing 
Peaker of Parliament 

Should have realised 
that “tjme catches up 
With everyone”. 

BYSYLiviAKATUSHABE 
he political future of Anita 
Among, the outgoinr Speaker of 
v ent, has taken an unex 

1y Pected twist afer a joint securi 
‘) team searched her homes amidet 
Deakership turmoil, compounded by 
e own withdrawal from he mce tore- i thesent. 
“nm did Ms Among see the writing on 
" wall? Piecing topether events of the L».m few months point toa Speaker who 
Iy have smelt a at but could have i 
nored it for a passing discomfort or 
verestimated her warchest. 
et step back and look at a few el 
¢ signs. Her tenure has been marred 

:’) Ntroversy that le a blot on her 
IMage, especially around corruption in 

iament and misuse of power. And 
toxMtsaround this whichwe will return 
"‘*muwpi«v_mflymmmm 
Oul ¥ the comfort zone. 
During the last elections, Ms Among. ensured she stood unopposed in par- 

1y primaries and the 2026 General Fc- 
Uon in the race for Bukedea Woman 

Member of Parliament,even when cit- 
s opined she could have had a victory 
chance Butthe exerciseleftabitter taste in some contestants'mouths and the 
£eneral public. 
Firsther challenger in the ruling Na- 
tional Resistance Movement (NRM) par- 
Y Primaries, Ms Hellen Odeke. wasdis- 
Qualified for *not meeting residency 
Tequirements”, paving the way for Ms 
Among to be declared unopposed,and ©Morts to have Ms Odeke on the ballot fellflar, 
. In the general election, Ms Mercy Mar- fon Alupo (National Unity Platform), 

Norma Otai (Forum for Dem- 
Change) were disqualified by the 

joral Commission for voter registra- 
; Smg. Jarities, 

veral critics felt that the struggle 
10 contest unopposed may have been 
Loavert fears of a shocking defeat,and, 
therefore, no chance at the speakership. 
S0,it was safe to first become MP and 

then deal withthe restlater. 
Standing unopposed also gave her leg- 
room to move around with NRM pres- 
idential candidate Yoweri Museveni, 
with whom she traversed the whole 
country. It was also seen as an attempt 

10 gravitate towards Mr Museveni and 
8ain favour to secure the vote. 
While attending an event at Kalule 

Garage playground in Town 
Counci, Lwengo District in June 2025, 
Ms Among was seen to be desperately 
trying to endear herselftothe First Fam- 
il when she likened President Musev- 
€Ni 10°God the Father”,and his son Gen 
Muhoozi Kainerugaba to“God the son”. 
*We believe in the Trinity. We believe 
inGod the Father,and God the Fatheris 
President Museveni. God the son is MK 
[popular contraction of Muhoozi Kain- 
‘erugaba) and now you are the Holy Spir- 
it Therefore, vote for them. God be with 

During the NRM retreat in Kyankwan- 
zilastmonth,it was apparent that there 
was another candidate in Laroo-Pece 
Division MP Norbert Mao for the seat. 
And President Museveni threw the 
spanner in the works when he said the 
Speakr race was far from over evenaf- 
ter the party’s Central Executive Com- 
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Did Among see her 
downfall coming? 
mittee (CEC) had endoreed Ms Among. 
and her deputy Mr Thomas Tryebm, 
Ms Among took matters in her own. 

hands to warn those who were enter. 
inf the NRM bedroorn'cven when they 
were just guests,in a subtle hit at M 
Man, 

“This newspaper ot reports that intel- 
ligence blocked anyone from distribat. 
ing money 1o M in a bid o campaign 
for speakership, Mr Museveni took 
the shine when he announced that he 
would give each of the MPs She100m, 
starting with Shs20m 1o help them 
ahead ofthe swearing in ceremonies. 
Toany clever politician, the happen. 

ings in Ryankwanzi would ring a loud 
bell 
Early this month, at the Patriotic 

League of Uganda (FLU) headquarters 
in Kampala,Ms Among rebuked claims 
that she harboured presidential ambi- 
tions for 2031, instead pledging support 
for Gen Kainerugaba. 
The choice and timing of this reve- 

Iation was interpreted that she could 
have sensed that the PLU team was the 
new power centre and would havea big 
sayinthespeakershiprace. 

Corruption 
Regarding corruption, in March 2023, 

Ms Among posted on her X handle con- 
demning grafl.she noted that it denies 
citizens opportunities and service deliv- 
ey 
~Corruption is a vice that has eaten 

out socity and billions of publc funds 

dcOde Ot 

a1 Joet every year, denying citizens op- 
portunities and service delivery.” she 
noted. 
Me Among was one of the senior gov- 

ernment officials implicated in the 
theft of ron sheets meant for the vul- 
nerable people of Karamopa. 
Following investigations, President 

Museveni ordered officials who had ir- 
reularly received the iron sheets to re- 
turn them or pay the equivalent. The 
outgaing Speaker complied, return- 
ing 500 iron sheets to the Office of the 
Prime Minister. 
Atleast 20 ministers, 31 parliamen- 

tarians,and 12 chief administrative of- 
ficers were implicated. Among, them 
were Vice President Jessica Alupo, 
‘Prime Minister Robinah Nabbanja, Kar- 
amoja Affairs minister Mary Gorett Ki- 
tutu, her deputy Agnes Nandutu (since 
convicted), and State minister for Fi- 

opment Amos Lugoolobi. 
‘Amidst public uproar over corruption 

and misuse of State funds, Ugandans 
led by journalist tumed-activist Agath- 
er Atuhaire and Makerere University 
lecturer Spire Ssentongo launched the 
“Parliament Exhibition" on social me- 
dia,particularly onX. 
‘The exhibition, which ran from Feb- 

Tuary 24 to mid-May 2024, uncarthed 
several contentious issucs, including a 
Shs1.7 billion service award to former 
Leader of the Opposition in Parliament 
(LoP) Mathias Mpuuga and four NRM 
- 

partiamentary backhench eommis 
sioners 
Asection of MPs requested time to de- 

KEY EVENTS 

M3 Anita Among, the Speaker 
of the f1th Parfiamont, seemed 
tohava tal, including the solid 
backing of the Prosident, and 
his NRM party parfiamentary 
Caueus, and was tontatively on- 
dorsad for ro-olaction. 
From boing an ardent member 
of the Opposition Forum for Da- 
mocratic Changs (FDC) party, 
‘whore she was tho daputy troa- 
suror, tojoining the ruling Na- 
tionai Resistance Movement 
(NRM) party, Ms Amonghas had 
amotooric rise withina space of 
10yoars. 
Ms Among twico ranin 2006 
and 2011 for the Bukedea Dis- 
trictWoman MP seat on the 
FDC party tickot and lost in both 
alactions. She changod party 
loyaltyin2016 and ranas an 
independent candidate, and em- 
erged victorious. 
But within FDC, sources said 
Ms Amonghad been President 
Musovonis molain the Opposi- 
tion, and with that came the bot- 
tomloss cash basket at her dis- 
posal. 
Whenshojoined the NRM in 
2020, Ms Among went unop- 
posed inthe party primaries and 
2021 General Election, joining. 
Parfiament for a second term. 
‘Showas amongthe seve- 
‘. ral NRM candidates who 

showed nterestin 
contesting for tho posi 
tionof Deputy Spea- 
ker, whichshe ran 
forand won. But 
Parfiament Spe: 
kerJacob Oula- 

4 3 Yahsdeathpro- 
* sentedherwith 

another opportu- 
/. nitytorisotothe 

=% helmofpower, 
. propelingher to 
bethe thirdin 
hiorarchyinthe 
country,after 

— . -~ thoPresident 
and the Vice 

President. 

sl 1 geiom | bad ¢ 

~ National News 
7 

bate the cormuption isses raised dur. 
the exhibition, but the Speaker 
e them offas nimours and mere 

Arouind the sametime. the U Depart- 
eol anctions 

o1 Me Among ov deseribodt 
as“significant corrption”tied to her 
eaderhip of Parlament. She was anc 
tioned aloneside Ms Kifuts Mr Lieoolo- 
bl and former Deputy Chief of Defencr 
Forees, Gon Peter Elwely, These came 
hot on the heels of UK <anctions, #hich 
foze Ms Among's assets abroad. 
When outging LoP Joel Sceryoni 

faised the matter in Parliament, Ms 
Among retorted that she didrt care 
ahout the sanetions, insistine the only 
passport she needed was the one tak 
ing her to Bkeddea, her homedistrict. 
1n Mareh 2024, then Inspector Gener. 

al of Government Beti Karmya opened 
a eorruption probe into Parliament, 
promising to submit findings o wide- 
spread abuse of office and unethical 
conduct o the Prsident. 
Yot amid the uproar, nothing hap- 

pened to her. But the silence may have 
been loud in her political system. 
These events were clear storm clouds 
on the horizon, signalling that Ms 
Among’s position was under threat. 
She sought to shore up her standing 
with the President and her party,the 
NRM. 
She established a teaching hospital in 

Bukedea, commissioned by President 
Museveni, with several wards named 
after members of the First Family. 
MsAmonghad also been afiver in Par- 

liament for the regime’s wishes.She en- 
sured government-backed Bills passed 
despite public and Opposition uproar, 
including the Coffee Bill, the Uganda 
People’s Defence Forces (Amendment) 
Bill,2025, and the Protection of Sover- 
eignty Bill, 2026, which closed the 11th 
Parliament. 

Analystsweighin 
Political analysts argued that Ms 

‘Among should have realised that “time 
catches up with everyone” 
Ms Sarah Bireete, the Executive 

Director of the Centre for 
Constitutional said: “She 
was doing wrong. Wrong is wrong. 
As a leader, she should have realised 
that what she was doing was wrong. 
Abuse of parliamentary budget. Most 
importantly her tenure in the House 
wasreally terrble.” 
‘She added:*I don't know whether she 
imagined that she was immune™ 
Ms Bireete also aised concerns about 

Parliament’s internal systems failing 
10 check Ms Among’s extravagant 
spending, noting that the Clerk and 
Intemal Auditor should explain how 
thingsspiralled. 
Analyst Yusuf Sserunkuma argued 

that Ms Among may not have sensed 
danger, believing she had done Mr 
Museveni's bidding and expected 
gratitude. 
He suggested Ms Among's woes stem 

froma transition of power within the 
PLU,which seems to have no room for 
herservices. 
1 think we have a transition 
happening right now. And I think 
the transitional people are not really 
interested in her services.1 think PLU 
s getting more entrenched and more 
connected to the grid”Mr Sserunkuma 
said 
He added: “While they appreciate the 

‘work she's done for Mr Museveni, they 
think she's a big embarrassment. 50,1 
thinkit's not just the embarrassment* 
So,whether the purge on her regime 

is politicaliy motivated or is a genuine 
fight against corruption s whatwe will 
seeinthe comingdays. 
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