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Malntalnlnq numbers

With 737 pupils, Maxop Ojao,
the headicacher of Moroto
Municipal Primary School
like most headieachers iy

the region, has 1o struggle
he o dculat eion, ha O struggle o
«ﬁd& .‘uh? T, Says Mintain the numbers, The
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According to the teachers,

one cannot send the
Puplls away for non-
Payment or you risk

helping them to drop out

The World Food
Programme (WEP) siill
supports most schools in

Karamoja with food supplics.

Through the Parens

Teachers Associations (PTAs)

and school management

te shirt) hands over a plece of firewood before getting his share

J V o o
) o 1

who has five children in the children are out in the
the school brought his
contribution.

According 1o the eachers,
one cannot send the pupils
away for non-payment or yuu
risk helping them to drop out.

“Sending a child home for
hon-payment of these dues
Is like giving the parents the
much-needed excuse to keep
them at home,” says Akech,

for the girls. This is either
at their homes or for pay at
other people's hnmtl‘s.

John Logwe, a senior
resident of Acholi Inn who
has since been branded a

of keeping parents on their
toes for not taking their
Poor school attendance
The struggle for survival
keeps many pupils out of
school in this part of the

the poor school attendance
and retention to poverty.

stane quarries, brewing and
selling local alcohol, engaged
in petty trade and babysitting

‘friend of education’ because

children to school, attributes
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MAKERERE INSTITUTE FOR
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

committees (SMCs), they
usually agree on how much
Darents can contribute so that
the food is prepared.

At Moroto Rainbow Primary

country. Upper primary
usually suffers the most as
such children get assigned
different tasks at home,
According to the teachers,

“A parent will weigh
hclwlc,cn buying a book and
food for the rest of family.
You can guess what the -
choice will be. So education is

23411541115, 0776542341 (75454111 3 Kampala - UGANDA ||
LM MisditAN 2000 sgmall com Website: wwwmisaar ug
Se Apolia Kaggwe e, ahver Clicom petro stabion

misd14@yahoo.com / misdstaff2000a
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I Located: k07
Email: 'gmail.com

GRADUATION CEREMONY & NEW IN-TAKE

come applyto join:

Buci Admi

1. 8. P & Suppli

2. Journalism, Management

3. Accounting & Finance 9. ProjectPlanning

4. Social Work & Social & Management
Administration 10. Human Resource

5. Public Administration Management

6. lnhrmallonhchnolngy 11. Counselling

7. Oiland Gas Management 12. Secretarial Studies

Choose to study in: Morning,

Afternoon, Evening, or Saturday.
Schelarships available in the aboy

€ programs.

MISD is located on 807 Sir Apollo Kaggwa road, after Ojicom petro station
o Call: 07545411 150776542341
= Now wit

h Shs:20.000/. Reagistration isin proaress;

Schoal, parents agree(

1o contribute shs,000 per
child per term. Buy a5 the
headieacher explains, this
money, which is meant 1o
buy firewood, salt and pay
the cooks is hardly paid, .
On (he other side of lown
is Naltakwae Primary School
with an enrolmen of 650

pupils. The headteacher,
Joseph Korobe, just as
in the other schools,
struggles 10 wurn the
maize flour and beans
supplied by the WFP
into a meal,

“The Government
says you should never

use your own money for
school purposes, but that is
close to impossible. Parents
here are poor and 10 them,
the Government pays for

everything,” he says.

F& Last een oty orie Parent,

not yet a priority,” he says.

HAPPY KITCHEN

Mary Immaculate Aketch, the
headteacher of Moroto Ralnbow
Primary School, says puplls come
to school because they hope to
find food. Children move from one
school to another, depending on
the avallabllity of food.

A happy kitchen, as Markson
4 OJao, the headteacher of the
. nearby Moroto Municlpal
Primary School describes,
Is manlfested in the
school's enrolment.
“These children are
like tourists. If your
kitchen has smoke
all the time then the
number will skyrocket,
The day the fire goes
out, you will see empty

Immaculate Aketch
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Food Pruqr‘” v":"'l
109,000 :""dn; Yany,
currently hap,, & 2y
from the zep, g
programma fp :"“""
raqlon, Thess ta '{"”"
ot (205t two may, f Yan
In thelr 2015 :Qr.,' ay,
WFP set out to 5 A
123,440 chitdran  °rt
282 primary choafy |
Karamo|a at an annu.,"
cost of $11.25 (ahoyy
sh40,581) per cpipy
annually,

"WFP will provids 1007,
of the requirements

In the first three

years, falling to 5qn,
In years four ang flve
and handover tg the
Government by 2020,
reads the document,
But with Increasing
controversy over the
Government takin

an school feeding, it
remains to be saen
whather the programma
wlll be sustained whep
WFP pulls out.

Statistics
According to staristics 4y the
district education nffices,
Morato has about 30,000
school going-children, by,
only 9,800 are in school. By,
even these do not attend
school consistently, according
to Joseph Aleper, the assisin,
district education officer,

Aleper explains that in
the past. the district passeq
by-laws on school attendance
with little success.

“We are planning to
come up with an ordinance
whereby i a parent is found
not to have sent their children
to school, they will be fined,
We are considering having
parents work in school farmg
so that the children can have
what to eat.” he said.

Barazas

The district, Aleper says,
has also adopted the use
of barazas to sensitise the
community on the value of
education.

“This is an issue of mind-
set. The community still has
a negative attitude towards
education and when it comes
to girls, it is worse. Girls are
perceived as a source of
wealth,” he says.

According to WFP,
Ugandans on average
consume 400 kilocalories, less
than what they need every
day.

The situation is worse in
schools as one in three school
children have no food 1o eat
during the school day.

“In the northern and
eastern regions, particularly
Karamoja, scarcity of rain can
exacerbate food insecurity,
forcing families to sell off
their assets to take their
children out of school or
resort to environmentally

UN'agency states.

" he says. harming practices to secure
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