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National News

A doctor, who works as
a police surgeon, told
the High Court sitting
in Ggaba, Kampala that
Christopher Okello
Onyum, the prime sus-
pect in the killing of four
toddlers at a daycare, at
one time contemplated
suicide. He also said he
confided in him how he
allegedly killed his step-
brotherin a bid to help
him avoid life’s trou-
bles. Below is a slightly
abridged version of Dr
Emmanuel Nuwaman-
ya's testimony to the
court last Friday.

BY ANTHONY WESAKA
& JULIETKIGONGO

ustice Alice Komuhangi
Khaukha: Good morning,sir.
Dr Nuwamanya: Good morn-
ing,my lord.
Judge: Okay,can T have your name?
Dr Nuwamanya: My lord, I am Dr
Emmanuel Ng\\'amanya Tam 52 years
old.
Judge: What is youreligion,doctor?
DrNuwamanya: Iama Christian.
Judge: Doctor, you are going to take
the oath.Get a Bible,and swear to speak
thetruth.
Dr Nuwamanya takes the oath
Judge: Doctor, if you feel like sitting
down, let us know:
DrNuwamanya: Yes,my lord.
Jonathan Muwaganya, Chief
State Attorney: What are your full
names again?
Dr Nuwamanya: 'm Dr Emmanuel
Nuwamanya.
Muwaganya: Doctor, how old are
?
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Muwaganya: What do you do for a
living?

Dr Nuwamanya: My lord, I am a
medical doctor, and I work as a police
surgeon. Currently, I hold the post of
deputy director of police health servic-
es.

Muwaganya: Where are you
based?

Dr Nuwamanya: I am based at :
Nsambya, the Directorate headquar-

ters. It also hosts the police health cen-
tre.

Muwaganya: Doctor, what are your :

qualifications?
Dr Nuwamanya: I hold a Master's

degree from Makerere University, ob-

tained in 2011.1 also hold a Bachelor
of Medicine and Surgery from Mbara-
raUniversity which I obtained in 2000.
Muwaganya: Do you hold any other
qualifications apart from those two?
Dr Nl{wamanyn: My lord, 1 hold oth-
er qualifications in management and
short courses on forensic medicine.

Muwaganya:l’-‘orhow]onghaveyou i

been practicing medicine? h

Dr Nuwg[nanya: My lord, I have
been practicing medicine for 25 years
now.

Muwaganya: As a psychiatric doctor |

atthefacilitgwhata:eyourdutis?
DrNuwamanya: Mylord, at the facil-

ity Iwork as a psychiatrist but Talsodo |
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suspected baby killer
contemplated suicide

general practice, which includes treat-
" ing patients. I also examine assault-
ed persons brought to me by police of
different categories, which include the
following: victims of crime, suspects
of crime, or people who have been in-

Muwaganya: How do you come to
. examine suspects of crime?

Dr Nuwamanya: My lord, suspects
i are brought to me by police officers,
; and after assessing them, I make re-
. ports on the police form and hand

inehim?

Dr Nuwamanya: I examined the
personon April 7,2026.

Muwaganya: Who was the request-
ing entity?

Dr Nuwamanya: My lord, it originat-
ed from Ggaba Police Station.

Muwaganya: Under what police ref-
erence?

Dr Nuwamanya: My lord, under
CRB206/2026.

Muwaganya: Doctor, do you still rec-
ognise the person you examined?

: them backto the police officers. DrNuwamanya: Yes,mylord.
Muwaganya: Which police form? Muwaganya: Is he in this court?
Dr Nuwamanya: My lord, suspects DrNgwa{nanya: My lord,the person
! are brought on police form 24 or....,de- | Iexamined is the one across there.
. pendingon the case. Muwaganya: Please take the court
Muwaganya: On the police form 24 : through your findings.
: that you authored, how can youidenti- | Dr Nuwamanya: My lord, I foupd
: fyit? : * | him to be 39 years old,and he had in-
Dr Nuwamanya: My lord,I can juries on the right side of the
: identify it through recognis- 2 forehead, which measured
: ing my handwriting, my sig- 1cm by 0.5cm; he had
| nature,and the stamp from bruises above the right
 theoffice. eye of the size 1.5cm
Muwaganya: I want - by 1cm. He had bruis-
. you to look at the form SUSPECT ALLEGEDLY. es on his abdomen, on
. and tell the court if you the left side of the size
| recogniseit. ATTEMPTED SUICIDE 4cm by 2cm, and more
Dr Nuwamanya: My lord, bruises on the abdomen
1 can confirm that the form . on the right side measur-
that was given tomeis the onelau- _ ing2cm by 1cm. He also had
! thored. : bruises across the back measuring 8cm
Muwaganya: Who did you examine? : by 3cm. The injuries were due to blunt
Dr Nuwamanya: My lord,it wasin : force; they were dry and healing,about
 respect of the accused person, Christo-. : 3-4 days old. The mental examination
: pher Okello Onyum. ; : showed he had normal behaviour; he

Muwaganya: When did you exam-

i was calm and cooperative, his speech

was coherent, his memory was intact,

and he exhibited good judgment.

. His thought process and content
were normal, but he believed in wealth '
through human sacrifice. He was able
to explain the reasons for killing the '

children as fortune hunting or enrich-
ment. He got the idea from recalling
childhood folktales of getting wealth by
sacrificing people. My lord, I noted the
following.He had a history of past men-
talillness.

Muwaganya: What was the source of

what younoted?

Dr Nuwamanya: My lord, the source
was from Mr Okello himself,

Muwaganya: What did he tell you?

Dr Nuwamanya: His tale was from
his past mental illness treated between
the years 2016 and 2025, which was as-
sociated with both auditory and visual
hallucinations. ; :

Muwangaya: What else did he tell
you? :

DrNuwamanya: That he killed his 2
to3-year-old brother in 2016 or2017,re-
portedly to save him from the troubles
of this world. He also attempted suicide
n2023.

Judge: He was giving you that infor-
mation?

Witness: Yes,mylord.

Muwaganya: He told you what?

Dr Nuwamanya: He attempted sui-
cidein2023. P
. Muwaganya: Did hereveal any other
information to you?

Dr Nuwamanya: My lord; he Te-
vealed tome that he was suffering from

, Mr Christopher Okello Onyum (circled), i3 lad t,, the

| sickle cell disease and w;

- icepisodes.

. based on the information th;

in the past, says doctor

| notableto verify.

. he was able to explain the reason
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ment. The findings above 4y, .
tive of amental condition v/},
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Muwaganya: What did Yo v

your findings on? "
Dr Nuwamanya: My findiny.

vided in my note. h
Muwaganya: Were you in 3 Deriy
to verify the information that 1., "
you under your note? G
Dr Nuwamanya: No, my |7 o

Muwaganya: Why?

Dr Nuwamanya: My lord, 1}, ‘\
ly source of information was A (¥
lo himself and he had no medjc,;,, -~
uments,which is the reason I co) .: Q

verifyit.

Muwaganya: Doctor, hows vio
availability of the medical doc
have affected the mental health , e

ment that youmade? g E
Dr Nuwamanya: My lord, th-
ability of the documents woulq ha,
stated whether his condition was o ~..;
and he was discharged as a functiop,,
person. 4
* Muwaganya: And in your oy, 5.
sessment, you have told the court 1, 2t

2!
1

s for
killing the children as fortune hyp,.
ing or enrichment. According to . -
assessment, was this the reason th,, |
he gave for the killing of the childre; il
caused by any abnormal mental states

Judge: I do not understand the queg.
t@on,Mr Muwaganya. What is the que;.
tion?
. Muwaganya: My lord, the Question
is that the doctor says the accused tolq
him that the reason why he killeq the
children was for fortune hunting and
enrichment, so I am requiring the doc-
tor, in his perspective and out of his z5.
sessment,would that reason given haye
been caused by any abnormal me,.
tal state or influenced for lack of better
word?

Judge: Yes, doctor, you can ansyer

-that question. i }
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