time for your chilq

omorrow, the last bal;h of school c‘hildrcn Will |,
coming home for holidays. They will saop 1y, P
back for the third term, wmdmg up the yeqy :m:””“
hoping to go lo the next level, if they qualify fo
Prepare them for the joumey ahcad.

Tiver thought about why some beautifu gy 0
up on the sreels as prostitutes yet 'thlf‘ralel(}hU 9pportiy;,.
{0 pursue @ more meanlngful career in x‘cj { n 'df’ lh.Cy By
how risky it is lo engage In such anti-social behaviour?

We ought o talk to our children, guide and guard them,

We ought to listen and creale quality lime for thpm, The beg
inheritance we can boast pr having given them is not propery,
and fat bank accounts. It is the good education, which siapy, ang
ends at home, Parents and gqardlans are key playcrs in thjs.

We can teach them to be winners through sharing wity g,
our own real life lessons learnt over time through simple g
honest talk and in the right environment. Do your childrp g,
your life’s journey? Wouldn't it shape their destiny if they g
Give it a thought. e

The Uganda Police are grappling with targeted, senseless g
gruesome murders of gir]; in Katabi Tgwn Council and Nansap,
Municipality, in Wakiso dls}qcl. What is your rolg 43 d paren|?
First, a responsible citizen will have the appropriate informajj,,
and use it tactfully to teach thqse around. .

The Inspector General of Police, Gen. Kale Kayihura, explaing(
these murders this week. Between May 3 and August 18, 207,
17 girls and women have been killed in much the same way,
Investigations so far indicate that out of the 1711Yes lost, 11 of the
gitls were into prostitution; four were once married and pogsi|,
had had issues in these relationships. Three of the four were
separated and fending for themselves. One was a business lady
while the last one was a student.

Many of the suspected criminals have been apprehended.
Justice will be done, soon. Killers remain hunted and haunted fo,
life. Do some people derive pleasure in inflicting pain on others?
Aren't criminals born?

Do our innocent, sometimes naive childrer know these facts?
Allow them to know that they have what it takes to ensure their
own safety and enhance their security. It starts with information,
mind set change and belief systems. Help them to become
hard targets, now and in future. Help them to learn life skills.
Talk about winning. Start the journey picking from your own
shortcomings. Start up something in that direction. That could
strely be the famous “destiny changer”.

While in Nansana municipality recently where the Inspector
General of Police released the report on the murders on Monday,
some of the gitls who claimed to be engaged in prostitution
argued that they are led there because they are not into gainful
employment or they were completely unemployed. But are they
employable? Do they have skills? Are they willing to work, to
hassle? And no one is blaming them, but picking lessons from
their plight is critical.

Some of them, without prejudice, wasted their prime time or
missed opportunities for reasons from various angles of life.
Some are directly responsible for who they are, some are not. |
remember a girl who openly told us in 2000, when [ was still a
school teacher, that we had no business dictating how she lived
her life. She was this reckless girl who engaged in reckless sex
with cooks, fellow students and petty business people around
the school, including herdsmen. And when we punished her, she
boldly reminded us that it was her body! She possibly did not
see anything wrong with it. Poor girl!

As responsible parents, we can learn from other parents. We
can read books and journals about parenting. Start up something
tangible with Ch{ldren. The sharing of your past is so fulfilling in
u;elfalune. Inspire your children into greatness by doing great
things, together. Let them be proud of who they are. Teach them
the value of §elf-care, endurance, discipline, focus and hard
work. Be their role model. Love their mother or father, honestly.
But do not forget to be a good listener.

B}( llhese. you will give to the world an accomplished child, a
positive player, a destiny changer, a winner in the right sense of
the worq, not a criminal that makes the world shed tears as the
- v+ ones:pointed out above, Happy Holidays, /. - os0 s 1o

The writer is a senior Police officer in Uganda
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