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Abulldozer demolishes a structure at St Balikuddembe (Owino) Market, on the Nakivubo Channel on March 7. PHOTO/IBRAHIM KAYUMA

How Owino Market
demolition unfolded

Aftera non-negotiable
compensation of Shs3m
at 6pm, demolition took
place at 9pm.

BY SHABIBAHNAKIRIGYA
& IBRAHIM KHALIL MANZIL

or years, the small cluster of lock-
up shops in the Kivumbi section
of St Balikuddembe Market, popu-
larly known as Owino,in Kampa-
la,stood at the centre of a bitter dispute
over ownership and redevelopment.

But on a tense March 7 evening, the
long-running conflict took a dramatic
turn when the traders were given only
a few hours to vacate before bulldozers
movedin.

Mr Mahad Lukwago, the chairperson
of Kasodde and the adjoining area, said
the destruction of the busy trading hub
was preceded by months of rumours,
negotiations,and court battles,

He said the traders first heard ru-

mours of the demolition shortly after |

City Businessman Ham Kiggundu car-
ried out an earlier demolition in anear-
by section of the market.

He said the traders became concerned

and decided to challenge the move in |
court.

“I also reached out to Mr Kiggundu

and asked him to notify the traders ear-

However, Mr Lukwago said many of

the occupants insisted on not leav:
ing, arguing that they had operated in
the area for years and could not just be
evicted without clear justification.

Mr Kiggundu, however, maintained
that the structures in question werenot |

part ofthe official plan of Owino.
“He insisted that the structures be
longing to Mr Kivumbi were not includ:

ed in the official market plan. He also :
argued that tenants were stopped from
paying rent for some years,”Mr Lukwa- i

go explained.

Despite the dispute, the traders said
the eviction happened swiftly on Satur- :

day. Mr Lukwago said most of the ten

ants were given Shs3m each as com- !
pensation at around 6pm, and asked to '
remove their property before 9pm. Af- :

ter that,the demolition started.

The demolished section reportedly
had about 48 traders operating in shops
located both in front and behind the
structures.

Mr Lukwago said most of the traders
managed to remove their belongingsin
time, although two businesses - a salon
and a store - were affected even though
they were not part of the targeted struc-
tures.

Roots ofthedispute

One of the affected occupants, Mr |
John Baptist Kivumbi, said the dispute

dates back decades.

Mr Kivumbi said when he and other
traders first occupied the land in 1997,

it was being used as a garbage collec-
tion point.

op because it was a garbage dumping

site. We built structures there and lat-
er asked the authorities to grantus a

lease,"he said.

Mr Kivumbi, however, said their re- |
quest for a lease from Kampala Capi- !
) - tal City Authority (KCCA) was rejected,
ly enough so they could remove their
property;”he said in an interview oyes- :

aware of the demolition but did
notissue any demolition permit
for that structure. We have
already issued a statement on
the matter. Police are currently
carrying out investigations and
we are waiting for the findings -
Mr Daniel NuweAbine, the spo-
kesperson of Kampala Capital
City Authority,

N ot

and they were instead asked to operate
as tenants.

“We went tocourt and were advised to
resolve the issue outside the court and
apply for a lease under our association.
We later succeeded in obtaining it,” he
said.

But Mr Kivumbi said the situation
changed in 2020 when President Mu-
seveni directed that the city markets be
returned to the government because of
alleged mismanagement.

“After the President’s directive, KCCA
took over the markets. But we rejected
that move because the structures were
ours,”he said.

He 'added that KCCA later relented
and allowed the original tenants to re-
main in the shops and directed them

' not to pay rent for several years.
“We were given that area to devel-

“We even went tocourt and KCCA said
the old tenants were still occupying the
shops and there was no problem,” he
said.

Rumours before demolition

But Mr Kivumbi said the rumours re-
: surfaced last year that the structures
: might be demolished as part of arede-
¢ velopment plan linked to Mr Kiggundu
: yetthe case was still in court. :
. Headded that attempts to contact Mr
i Kiggundu for clarification and more i
i talks to settle the issue have been un- .
: successful. |
:  “I have been trying to reach out to
i him but he has not been pickingupmy
: calls orresponding tomy messages,”Mr
; Kivumbi said.
. KCCAdistancesself
In an interview on Tuesday,Mr Daniel
NuweAbine, the spokesperson of KCCA, :
said: “We are aware of the demolition |
but did not issue any demolition per- :
mit for that structure. We have already !
issued a statement®hn the matter. Po- :
lice are currently carrying out investi- :
gations And we are waiting for the find- :
ings. Webelieve the process willhelp es- :
tablish what happened and provide the :°
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- paring the channel, including

. ing,cleaning, and covering the N

. properties above the covered sect

- it faced significant controversy

o |

necessary solutions.”

Deathreported during derrmlhi,,n
A witness, who preferred anonyy,,
because of the sensitivity of the my, '
said aman believed to be a scrap ey,
tor, who had been moving aroun, -
demolition site died. ¢

“We don't know him, but he wa; |
of the street boys who usually
around the market picking up ;r,,
pieces, the witness said.

The witness added that the map.,
suspected to have been collecting ‘ i
es of iron from the rubble when 1],
cident happened.

The Kampala Metropolitan p,,

' Spokesperson,Ms Rachael Kavialy

firmed that an unidentified hoy, ,‘ _'
found near the demolition are: m O

no Market.“We're still investigatin ..
cause of death and identify the . .
before reaching out to his relatives -

Aboutredevelopment
Following a directive frormn Pre:
Museveni on August 2,2025,w
proved a proposal by Ham Ente
es to build over the Nakivubo Ch
the company began clearing and ..

near Owino Market around Augus: '; :
2025.

The project involves widening, d

e

bo Channel, specifically aiminz to --
dress flooding and waste manageme--
with plans to construct comm

While work started in August

ing environmental impact asse:
by Nema, the national environme;
agency,and approvals from KCCA. lea:
ing to temporary halts in operations.
By mid-October 2025, work was ¢
ported to be around 16 percent ka-r_
plete and has never been halted aczin,
Theredevelopment involved moder:.
ising the drainage infrastructure an}
enhancing the area around Owino.
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