WEEKEMD MOMITOR MAY 2324, 2020

Www.monlitor.co.ug

1
Lunch with the DM

”]|-|||n-,lr!k that
Weaye up the storyline
O Denis Hamson
Obua are of soft
Cotton and hard steel
n equal measure.
Over lunch.at his
residence in Mbahwa,
Wakiso District.he
Vwalks Arthur Armold
Wadero through what
1 feels like servineg in
"he NRM government.

‘Holding four offices at
once was no small feat®

* Jooks hack at having to work with a con
: strained budget.

M clicl not help matters, he adds, that at

i the time the Natiomal Coumail of Sports
i (NCS) and the Uganda Olympic Com-
: mittee were embroiled in power fights.
¢ The Covid-10 pandernic that arrived in
i 2mothreatened tomake abad situation
: worse

Yet.om Olmaa's watch, Joshia Cheptepns

* wrote same of Uganda's greatest sports

. of hishotee for A donk,didnt come easy. :
: He ackmowledpes that eut of the 118
+ Pills passed during the 352 plenary sit.
© tings Parliamient held inder his tenure,
. ammber of them stretched him

: not hke other parliaments,which would
: be faced with one challenging moment. :

Thig, he <ays atve move tathe baleony

.
Donin Hamaon Obua was first
alacted as Mortham Uganda
Youth MP in 2006 bafora repra-
santing Ajuri County from 201,
Ra-olected in 2016 and 2021,

ha becamn State minister for
Sports in January 2020 and as-

“All of them were challenging in equal
measures,in nry opinion,because we are

quiredd him to puash at least finre of his
i senior colleagues in Cabinet to attend

plenary without fil. The=s ineliided

¢ Vice President Jessica Alupo, Prime Min

Ister Robinah Mabhanja, First Demy.
ty Prime Minister Rebecra Kadaga, See

¢ nnd Deputy Prime Minister Moses Ali,

aned Third Deputy Prime Mirister Prkia

. leanga Makadama.

“First of all, it starts with yo. The

. whipper. You, the leader. Yoy the rme m

vast stretch of Denis Hamson i When you look at, for instance, the oth © sumad office as Government
Obua's career has been spentin | chapters, including setting world re-  Padiament.it wasonly faced with Tijiik © Chinf Whip on August 16,2022, © charge of whipping. Tint must (lermeon-
the big cozy offices of Uganda’s : cords in the 5,000m and 10,000m. ¢ warako [Luganda slogan loosely trans- strate and prervicle the highest decree of

Legislative and Executive arms of

Eovernment, which have placed enor-
Mous tasks on his shoulders.

idence in Mbalwa, Kira Municipality,

Wakiso District, the father of five looked |

on responsibilities that, among

1Wala Kadaga, whojoined Pardiament in

“In the Commormwealth [Games), we

i posted the best results in the record of
: participation of Team Uganda. In the
When we met over lunch at his ree.
© sults All [those] are yet to be broken,” he
: purrs,adding: *1left that ministry with :
r ¢ the nickname of a golden minister.”
ot included supervising Rebecca Al

Tokyo Olymipics, we posted the best re-

¢ Iated to mean ‘do not touch!, which was
+ politically to oppose the removal of 75
: year cap for presidential candidates
3 ::rm:;h amendment of Article 102 (b))
¢ hesaid.

i Anti-Homosexuality Bill; Rationalisa
Then came the switch in July 2022 :

i when Obua was appointed Govern- : lic Expenditure (Rapex) Bill; Nation

© meant well for Uganda”he adids.
The tough Bills he refers to include the

tion of Government Agencies and Pub- )
n Parliament Joel Ssemyonyi mounted

His colleagues in the Opposition :
proved strong and oecasionally came

ard on him. Leader of the Opposition P .
: come out against the position of governe

 feadership. Ton must cemtrol your temn:
¢ perament,”he urys.
But in my humble opinion, really when :

you look at the content of the Bills, they
: must be able to develop a one-on-ane

=You must act with the highest e
gree of emotional intefligence. And you

or a peer-to-peer approach, especially
on controversial matters where some
Members of Parliament would want to

1989 when Obua was just nine. : ment Chief Whip. He replaced Thomas : al Social Security Fund (Amendment) | acharged shadow cabinet thatdidn'tre- © ment.”he adds.
ALjust 46, 0bun has already sat in Cabi- | Tayebwa, who served in the same posi- : Bill; National Coffee (Amendment Bill; | lent easily it
F""“"“"‘?"mnandsu\-ndaeal!m}  tion foronly 10months beforebeingele- | Uganda People Defence Forces (UPDF) H Bowing ) '
T of Parliament (MP)for 20 years. He | vated tobecome Deputy Speaker Theof- | (Amendment) Bill; and Protection of ; Toughasnails i After spending two decades in the
It entered Pardiament as the Youth MP  fice of Deputy Speaker had fallen vacant : Sovereignty Bill, : Despite having the numbers, the gov- : House,0bualost the parliamentary rce
for the northern region in2006. i afer Anita Annet Among was elected | “In all these turbulent moments,Ican | emment wing struggled tosail through  inJanuary A recount was needed to con-
IJ““ 24 months after entering the : House Speaker to replace Jacob Oulan-  say that the [NRM Parliamentary] cau- § and.intheend,mostof Obua's successes | fimthedefeat.
1ouse, Obua became a com- ; yah,whohad died inMarch2022. : cuswas able- tositmany times. Iremem- : stemmed from strategic meetings. 3 'Imhn-ppylbgtlmlwukmkage
Missioner, thereby joining the Parlia- : ~ The new position came with two Cab- : ber, like, during the Cof- i - *S0,in each and every debate where : ership of Ajuri, it had only three big
Mentary Commission that serves as | inet offices—at the Office of the Prime  fee Bill, we sat about p i the party had interest, we were soin- : sub-counties But as I leave, Ajuri is now
the top.most decision-making body of : Minister (OPM) and the Office of the : four times Obua -’ tentional in terms of knowing who : composed of seven sub-counties, imphy
Uranday lawmaking arm. i Leader of Government Business at Par- : recounts. ; will debate, who will move which : ing thers are four additional sub-coun-
Despite being a political novice, Obua | liament—which by extension made : =But more #‘ motion and what point,"he says, | ties that came into existence during my
Managed to provide strategic guidance, : him the chairperson of the NRM Paria- : inent = adding: “So, we would always : tenure” Obua shares, adding that his
financial advice, and administrative : mentary caucus. : underration- ( ‘% plan in advance in order to en-  tenure came with four new seed schools,
Support to Parliament. ¢ This was in addition to his duties as : alisationwas _ - | surethat whenit comes toexe- : three more health centres, and ensured
: the Ajuri County MP.He chuckles at the : thecoffee, % %) cution,we are ticking thebax- : electricity supply is extended t6 nearly
Leadership, { taskof juggling four positions. Discipline ; which T i all sub-counties in his constituency,
In execiting my roles  : is paramount. One can only manageto : became i There was another chal- :  On hiswatch,he further discloses,an
and responsibiities, | have an old head on young shoulders if : very hot. 3) lenge, he says after sipping : averageof 100 boreholes were repaired
in addrtion Lo thet ¢ they aredisciplined, he says. | Thereaf his bottled water ; annually
stratagic guidance ¢ Agedjust42,0buawastasked withen- : ter, we had “There are some MPs, for the : “In this last term, every week I would
that Igot time and | forcing party discipline among all 337 { the UPDF lack of a better word, whodon't : be sparing a minimum or spending
again from the : NRM-leaning MPs of the 11th Parlia- : amendment =8 prepare. Why do1say they don't : a minimum of Shsm, supporting a
) national chairmanof  : ment. He also had to schedule govern- : Bill,whichwas prepare? They hardly read. They : Catholic chapel, an Anglican chu:-th,
ey [President Museveni], : mentled Bills,give direction to policies  another contro- wait to be called to come and : then maybe one of the Pentecostals"he
! was also helped by the mere fact | made at the Executive meetingsand k- | versial subject perform their duty” : proceedstoreveal.
that in my leadership career, Ihave | so mobilise MPs to physically attend sit- i matter. Obua's job also re- | So,why was he voted out of the House
#lways taken humility and some bit | tings to provide the necessary quorum ©in favour of a Uganda Peoples Congress
of silence i neededto endorse Bills. : i (UPC)candidate?
- Denis Hamson Obua, former : g : *The MP seat loss was occasioned by
Ajuri County MP and Government J external factors. These are exter-
Chief Whip o\ EPh nal members of the NRM who feel
: = AT threatened by thitlg_rﬁ:mce of
He heavily relied on the leadership ex- : o~ { Obua serving as an MP"he says.
periences gained as the spokesperson : He is, however, unwilling to pur-
of the Commonwealth Youth Forum : sue the undisclosed official, be-
in 2007. He also leaned on knowledge : cause “the God I serve will give
eamned while he served as senior derical : them probably the same menuof

officer in State House under the wing of

the Vice President’s office in 2005,

In 2011, Obua returned to the House,
this time as the Ajuri County legislator :
on the National Resistance Movement :

the fiood that they gave to Obua®

During the 2026-2031 term,
Obua will serve as the vice
chairperson of the north-
ern region on the Cen-
tral Executive Committee

ﬂgﬁlmmmm roles and responsi- (CI':')"D_,ﬁmg_i_].u= R ot
bilities,in addition tothat strategic guid- the yoling patyy P
ance that [ got time and again from the fiigisremating o
national chairman of NRM [President : WAE President Mu-
Muséveni),] was also helped by themere : seveni prepares to
fact that in my leadership career,1 have : name his new
always taken humility and some bit of : Cabinet for his
silence"Obua stated. ' seventh elec-

tive term, it
Agoldenrun remains to be

In December 2019, Obua was ap-
pointed State minister for Sports,
thereby taking over from Charles Bak-
kabulindi,who'had occupied the dock-
et for 14 years.Obua marvels when he

seen if he will
_ handObuaany
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