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The threads that 

s e CHolding four ofTices at 
Obua are of soft 
Cotton and hard steel ] , wminean” QIICE WAS 1O SINMAl IeQ Overlunch.at his i 
residence in Mbalwa, quired him 10 push at least o of his 

enior colleagues in Cabinet to attend 
plenary without fail. Thess inelied 
Viee President Jessica Alupo Prime M 

h Mabhanja, First Depr 

Jooks hack at having toworkwith acom | This he cays aswe mose tothe baleony 
Wakiso District.he strained bud ofhishorree for a drink didnt come easy. 

1 dlid not help matters, he adds,thatat © He acknowledges that out of the 138 = 

Valks AFthur ATnold et the xetimal come of Sperts © Bk paced e the 152 lenary st £ Donis Hamaon Obuawas st 
Wadero through what : (NCS) and the Uganda Oympic Com-  tings Parliament held under histenue, ©  slactad as Northam Uganda ster Robi 

. . o M mittee were embroled in power fights. : anumber of them strtched him Youth MPin 2006 baforn rapra-  ty Prime inister Reberca Kalags, Ser. 
1feels like servingin | The Covid-1o pandemic that arrvwedin - “Allofthem were challengingin equal © — snting Ajurl County Fom 201, ond Deputy Prire Minieter Moses Al 
The NRM government, | 270threstensdtomakeabadsitution : measires inmy opinion becaeweare - Re-slectedin 2016 and 2021, it Thimd Degnity Prime Minister P 

g worse  pothkeother pariiaments.whichwould £ habacamo Stata ministor for feanen Nakadama 
Yet,on Obraa's watch,Josta Cheptegri  be faced with one challengingmoment. | Sportsin January 2020 and as- “First of all, it starts with g, T 

A ast stretch of Denis Hamson : wrote some of Uganda's greatest sports. | When you look at, for instance, the oth :  sumed offica as Government whipper Tou,the leader. fons, thee e 
Obuas carcer has been spentin  chapters, including setting world re- © Pariament.twasonly faced with Tojik | ChifWhip on August 16,2022, charee of whippe i must lerrm. 
the big cozy offices of Uganda's : cordsinthes,600m and 10,000m. watako(Luganda slogan loosely trans strate and provide the highest desree of 
Legislative and Executive arms of  “In the Commormwealth (Games).we | lated to mean'do ot touch, which was eadership. Yot must comtrol goue tem- 

Fovernment,which have placed enar- | posted the best results in the record of : politically to oppose the removal of 75 perament."he says. MOUs tasks o his shoulders. When we met over Junch at his res 
;;*rn_n- in Mbalwa, Kira Municipality, Vakio Distric, the father o five looked 

on responsibilities that, among 
%515 included supervising RebeccaAl 
"'walaKadaga whojoined Paliamentin 
1950 When Obua was st nine. 
Atjust 46,0bua has already satin Cabi- 
et for seven years and served asaMem- 
ber, of Parliament (MF) for 20 years. He 

for the northern region in 2006, 
Just 24 months after entering the 

House, Obua became a backbench com- 
Missioner, thereby joining the Parlia- 
Mentary Commission that serves as the top-most decision-making body of 

¢ participation of Team Uganda. In the 
Tokyo Olympics,we posted the best e- < 
sults Allthose] are et to be broken. 

- purrs,adding Tlef that ministry with 
the nickname of aolden minister™ 
Then came the switch in July 2022 

 when Obua was appointed Govern- 
‘ment Chief Whip. He replaced Thomas 
Tayebwa, who served in the same 
tionforonly 10months beforebeing ele- 

+ vated to become Deputy Speaker. The of- 
st entered Pariament as theYouth MP ¢ R fice of Deputy Speaker had fallen vacant 

after Anita Annet Among was elected 
 House Speaker to replace Jacob Oulan- 
yah.who had died in March 2022. 
‘The new position came with two Cab- 

| inet offices—at the Office of the Prime 
Minister (OFM) and the Office of the 
Leader 

year cap for presidential candidates 
through amendment of Article 102 (b)1” : 

‘The tough Bills he refers to include the ¢ 
Anti-Homosexuality Bill Ration 
tion of Government Agencies and Pub- 
ic Expenditure (Rapex) Bill; Nation- 
1 Social Security Fund (Amendment) 
Bill National Coffee (Amendment) Bll: 
Uganda People Defence Forces (UPDF) 
(Amendment) Bill; and Protection of 

“Inall these turbulent moments, can 
{ say that the [NRM Parliamentary) cau- 
cuswasable-tositmany times Irememn- 
ber,like, during the Cof- 
feeBill,wesatabout . 

Butin my humble opinion,realy when 
youlook at the content of the il they 
meantwellfor Ugandheadds 
His colleagues in the Opposition 

proved strong and occasionally came 
hard on him. Leader of the Opposition 
in Parliament Joel Scenyonyi mounted 
acharged shadow cabinet that didn't re- 

lenteasily. 
Toughasnails 
Despite having the numbers, the gov- : 
ernment wing struggled tosailthrough : 
and.inthe end,most of Obua's successes ¢ 
stemmed from strategic mectings. 
“So,in each and every debate where 

the party had interest, we were soiin- | 
tentional in terms of knowing who 

“You muist act with the highest de 
gree of emotional intelligence And yout 
must be able o develop a one-on-ane 
or a peerto-peer approach, especially 
on controversial matters where sorne 
Members of Parfiament would want to 
come out against the pesition of govern- 
menthe adds. 

: Bowingout 
After spending two decades in the 

House,0bualost e parliamentary roce 
inJanuaryA recount was needed tocon- 
firmthe defeat. 
“Tam happy the time I ook over lead 

ership of Ajur, it had only three big 
sub-counties, But as | eave. Ajuri is now 
composed of seven sub-counties, impl- 

Uranda lawmaking arm. ‘of Government Business at Par- ‘will debate, who will move which : ing there are four additional sub-coun- 
Despite being a political novice. Obua : liament—which by extension made ‘motion and what point.”he says, | ties that came into existence during my 

Managed to provide stratepc guidance, : him the chairperson of the NRM Parlia- adding: “So, we would always | tenure;” Obua shares, adding that his 
financial advice, and administrative | mentary caucus. ‘planin advance in order to en- : tenure came with four new seed schools, 

“This was in addition to his duties as Sure that when it comesto exe- | three more health centres, and ensured Sapport to Partiament. 
the Ajuri County MP He chuckles a the 
taskof juggling four positions Discipline 
i paramount. One can only manage t 
havean old head on young shoulders 
they aredisciplined,hesays. 
Aged just 42,0bua was tasked with en- 
forang party discipline among all 337 

i mentled ill give direction to policies 
made at the Executive meetings and ak- 

“E5). cution,we aretcking the bax- 
A o 

{! “There was another chal- : 
19) lenge, he says after sipping 
) hisbotted watex 

“There are some MPs, for the 

lack ofa etter word, whodon't ¢ 
SV prepare. Why do1say they don't 

prepare? They hardly read. They 
wait to be called to come and 

‘perform theirduty 
Obua’s job also re- 

‘electricity supply is extended 10 nearly. 
all sub-counties n his constituency 
On his watch, e further discloses, an 

average of 100 boreholes were repaired 
ann 
“In this Jast term, every week [ would 

be sparing a minimum or spending 
a minimurn of Shs3m, supporting a 
Catholic chapel, an Anglican church, 
thenmaybe one of the Pentecostals"he: 
proceedstoreveal. 
So,why was he voted out ofthe House 
in favour of a Uganda Peoples Congress. 

sl (UPC)candidate? 
enis Hamson Obua, former “The MP seat loss was occasioned by 

Ajuri County MP and Government external factors. These are exter- 
Chief Whip nal members of the NRM who feel 

He heavily relied on the leadership ex- 
Periences gained as the spokesperson 
of the Commonwealth Youth Forum 
in 2007. He also leaned on knowledge 
€amed while he served as senior derical 
officerin State House under the wing of 
the Vice President’ officein 2005. 
In2011,0bua returned o the House, : 

threatened by the presence of 
Obua serving asan MP’hesays. 

Heis, howeverunwilling to pur- 
sue the undisciosed official, be- 
cause*the God I serve will gve 
them probably the same menuof 
thefood that they gave to Obua.” 
During the 20262031 term, 
Obua will serve as the vice: 
chairperson of the north- this time as the Ajuri County legislator 

on he National Resistance Movement em region on the Cen- 
(NRM partyticket Executive Commif 
“In executing my roles and responsi- (et m?:‘f:p 

bilties,in additiontothat strategicguid- decision-making or- ance that I got time and again from the 
national chairman of NRM [President : 
Museveni] I wasalso helped by the mere : 
fact that in my leadership career | have 
always taken humility and some bit of 
silence;"Obuastated. 
Agoldenrun 
In December 2019, Obua was ap- 

pointed State minister for Sports, 
thereby taking over from Charies Bak- 
Xabulindi,whohad oceupied the dock- 1 
tfor 14 years Obua marvels when he 

Denis Hamson 
Obua, former 
Ajuri County MP 
and Government, 

gans 
As President Mu- 
seveni prepares to 
name his new 
Cabinet for his 
seventh elec- 
tive term, it 
remains to be 
seenif he will 
hand Obuaany,


