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Faith worth
_believing in

n a world where religious leaders are often seen
as receivers of tithes, of offerings, of Teverence,
‘exceptions stand out like light in fog. Father
Raymond and Father Buve are such exceptions.
These are not men who merely preach about
compassion. They practice it with calloused hands.
In many communities, the gap between faith and
daily survival is wide. Sermons address the soul,
but what of the stomach? What of rent, sickness,
unemployment, abuse? Tog often, congregants
leave church with lifted Spirits but unchanged.
circumstances. Father Raymond and Father Buve
close that gap.
They understand that faith without works is
not just biblically hollow; it is Practically useless. A

prayer for a hungry family is incomplete without
a meal. A blessing

for a job seeker rings hollow
without a connection or a reference. These priests
have become bridges between belief and action.

In an age where trust in religious institutions
is declining, often Justifiably, given the scandals
and excesses that dominate headline, men like
these restore something Precious; credibility.

i that faith was never meant to be

be inconveniencedby other people’s pain.

The word “minister” originally meant servant.
Not CEO.Not celebrity Not brand manager. Servant.
Father Raymond and Father Buve have not
forgotten that. They receive nothing from their
congregants that they do not first give back, and
then some, often in secret. Their pulpits are not
thrones but launching pads for the good of their
followers. They do not measure success by the
size of their congregations or the volume of their
offerings, but by the number of families that slept
with food, the children Wwho stayed in school, and
the elderly who did not die alone.

Other religious leaders would do well to watch
and learn, Not every intervention requires a

iracle. Sometimes it Just requires showing up,
listening without an agenda,and doing something
real, something that costs something. In a noisy
world of performative piety, Father Raymond and
Father Buve offer a quieter but far more powerful

Wwitness: they serve. And in that service, they make
faith credible again,
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