__ of garthworms and maggots
,-‘:;Eti':’i"-"cn Urm;culture is taking shape
il 22 viﬂdiﬂg value to the warms
'qugaf"'da'l_'].l;m into chicken and cattle
by iur{‘(’ he latest phenomenon. Desire
BT [ e e

:fib;isaali writes.

cost of feeds is among the
challenges farmers face today. W_hen
it comes to poultry farming, the prices
ytry feeds keep fluctuating causing
of POL rmers uncertainty and obviously,
.”'.‘i ¥ osts of production. However, being
higher €052 Jour own feeds is both savi
- ble to make your OWILK SEng
i inpovalve. R e S
M ristopher Bakawa, a student at Ngle_ue
versity puswng a Bachelors of Agricul-
B Facrepreneurship and Farm Manage-
¢ ont shares how to make lasting, nutritious
pcds from MAZEOTS. .

“iis is one of the ventures at our univer-
fy meant to solve the problem our farmers
oo concerning feeding of their animals and
ivds,” he explains. .

1 further explains that maggots contain -
. Jol of proteins. “There is also a tendency
s duplication of feeds. For example, part of
me silver fish powder can be sand and part
yfit s silver fish, bringing complications to
firdls such as failure to lay eggs. Again, after
ealising the problem with silver fish - being
bimensive and rare of late, we compared it to
ggots,” he elaborates. ‘
part from being free, maggots can be
1d or bred everywhere and anywhere

w io get maggets
ou can eat food, have leftovers and in

Add value to those
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‘ We have packaged this product and

in there, are other elements. We ha‘w:-

dry banana peelings — which contain
corbehydrates and starch; These we

?igo dry and crush into a powder. The
Lh|rc! element is anthill soil, which is very
‘nutritious to the birds. This makes the
rrixture both balenced and nutritious

Th!? birds grow fatter within a short
nericd of time and the farmar spends

l2ss compared to the high cost of buying
poultry f_eeds." Bakewa notes, adding that
g;\;vgégoogramme bag of ;he mixiure is at:

He further mentions that the advantage
maggots have is that they grow in just

a few days and multiply in thousards
because the flizs lay eggs in hundreds.

SO.‘ EG,' a farmer willing to try out these
Autritious feeds, the procedure is that
simpla,

the dregs of local brew, remains of animals
from butcheries, the abattoir or decompos-
ing ma.'rter. Since some farmers are Muslims
and might be uncomfortable working with

maggots
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local brew extracts, they can us¢ any other mat-
ter that decomposes 10 bring maggots. This then
acts as the place where our maggots will feed and
d,” Bakawa notes.
‘ b'r%%r' a sustainable supply, maggots are left to
grow into black soldier flies. “In the larva stage,
they are maggots, however when they grow, they
hecome flies. So get your extract, put them tn
container or any surface (it works best in anetted
area where flies cant escape). After a few days,
these adults will lay eggs which in three to fog.r
days grow into maggots - which are our target in
“this case,” he narrates.

Heating the maggots : :
“Tuse a simple technology, one that s sustain-

able and casy touse,” Bakawa shares.

After the eggs mature Into maggots, get an
iron sheet, spread the matter where maggots are
1 growing, and set fire below the iron sheets (it
shonldnt be too much to kill them instantly).
At the same time, underlay a surface below the
iron sheet on which maggots will fall. As the heat
circulates, maggots will automatically start mi-
‘ grating to where thereisnoheat becausethey are
living things. As the heat reaches them, onc will
see the maggots falling off from the ron sheet.

Drying the maggots

ing a powder out of them.

he says.

«] can either use the solar drier or just dry the
maggots under direct sunlight. 1 can overlay the
maggots on aniron sheet, and on asunny day, dry
thern directly. They eventually die, get dry mak-
ing it possible for one to crash theminto powder,”
he says. Because maggots are soft, one can either

use a piece of paper to crash them or direcily use
their hands and crash them between palms, mak-

“We have tested these on our birds and they
are proteinrich. One can then independently feed
- them to the birds, or mix them in maize brand,”




