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Numbers. Puplls
of Butale Primary
School in Masaka
District display
locally made
pads. Statistics
from Sembabule
District education
department
Indicate that 300
. pupils missed
“ | Primary Leaving
* ! Examinations
! In2016as
they reportedly
dropped out
of school due
to teenage
pregnancy and
early marriages.
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Early marriages hurt
girl-child education

Eafly m,arrlages. According to United Nations
Chlldr.en s Fund 2016 report, nearly one in every
two girls in Uganda is married before 18 years.

BY MOSES MUWULYA
‘ editorial@ug nationmedia.com

SEMBABULE. Despite gov-
ernment’s effort to offer free
primary, and secondary edu-
cation, the rampant cases of
early marriages have derailed
the primary school completion
rate among girls in Sembabule
District, education officials
have revealed.

According to Mr Paul Bwana,
the Sembabule District edupa—
tion officer, the completion
rate for both girls and boys in

the district is as low as 35 per

cent, with many girls deprived
of their right to education as
they get married at a tender
age.

Statistics from the district
education department indi-
cate that in 2014, 2015 and
2016, a staggering 250,254
and 300 pupils respectively,
missed Primary Leaving Ex-
aminations as they reportedly
dropped out of school due to
teenage pregnancy and early
marriages. )

Records show the pupils
did not even fill Form-X, are-
quirement for joining second-

ary school. These cases were
mainly registered from cattle
rearing sub-counties of Ntuusi,
Lugusuulu and Lwemiyaga
where early marriages are
common, Mr Bwana explained.
Teachers from schools in the
three sub-counties attributed
this to primitive social norms
which ought to have ceased
long time ago.

“A good number of parents
in the three sub-counties
still look at the girl-child as
a source of wealth, mainly
in form of cows and thus put
pressure on their daughters
to get married to bring home
bride wealth,” he said.

Mr Moses Matovu, a head
teacher at Kabukongote Pri-
mary School in Ntuusi Sub-

I "~y

county, one of the areas wh_ere ear|
marriages are rampant, said on gy.
erage, about four girls d;op out of
school every term, especially those
in Primary Six and Primary Seven,

“What defeats my understanding j
that many parents take it as a normgy)
practice and don’t fear inviting me
grace the giveaway functions of thejy
children,” he said.

He said a section of parents in the
area loathe him because he has con-
tinuously reported them at police
over marrying off his pupils at a ten-
der age.

“They look at me as an enemy be-
cause I make them lose out on getting
cows from their would be sons in-law,
Some have even plotted to have me
transferred to another district, but
have not yet succeeded,” said Mr Ma-
tovuinaninterview with Daily Moni-

torrecently.

j".i
THE ESTIMATED NUMBER
OF GIRLS WHO ARE
DEFILED EVERY MONTH IN
SEMBABULE DISTRICT.

Mr Emmanuel Kamiyingo, the
chairperson of Ntuusi Sub-county,
said as local leaders, they seem to
have failed as their efforts to con-
demn early marriages are fruitless
since parents have continued to
marry off their young daughters.

“We have a big challenge that calls
for a swift government intervention.
We need strong deterrent penal-
ties for the offenders, otherwise, a
big gender disparity in education is
looming,” Mr Kamiyingo says.

According to United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNICEF)’s State of the
World’s Children 2016, nearly one in
every two girls in Uganda is married
before the age of 18.

On June 16, 2015, government
launched the African Union Cam-
paign to end child marriage and its
first ever National Strategy on End-
ing Child Marriage and Teenage Preg-
nancy (2014/2015 2019/2020), which
was developed in partnership with
civil society organisations.

Led by the Ministry of Gender, La-
bour and Social Development, the
strategy contained a multi-sectorial
monitoring and evaluation frame-
work, as well as an indicative budget
for the implementation of the strat-

egy.
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