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Watchin,
h-rdnui;rlnr
progress
inschool
| carries
special

° meaning. It
ropr t Imost two decades ago.
continuit;
rom Primar R e
chance for Cacio grew up in Oparugo Village
. T the naxt where she attended Moyo Town Coun-
° - S generation. cil Primary School. But her education
<7 . InMoyo, ended in Primary Six after her father
i~ S 1 earlymar- died.
/ o riage, tea- “When I lost rry father, there was no
/ nage pre- one to support me at school,”she re-
. A i3 gnancy

° | R 424 1 and po- At 15, while her peers prepared for
| R verty Primary Leaving Examinations, she
continue entered domestic work to survive, She
to push joined the home of Dr Jimmy Opigoin

many girls Moyo as a housemnaid.
outofclass- “1 went there because life was hard,”
(-] [ ] . rooms. she says."I did not know what would

- g : . happennext.”
PHOTOS/ As a child, she had promised her fa-
b . TREVOR ther she would become an account-
* LUTALO. ant, but that dream faded when school
ended abruptly.
Her journey was not defined by v d B 7t L esrning through work

. <2 | . Cacio proved disciplined and eager

sudden leaps, but by the slow, de-
;‘ | in Moyo,she briefly served the family

liberate acquisition of skills, learn-  /* | iaorsbe e uic g
ing from every chef she'worked 2 2 | Sear yelrs atershe tramsitioned from *
under, improving her language sl service to the family’s hos-
bite by bite, and navigating the ! P hat move changed the direction
dual demands of career and gt OENTHERST

5/ _ She began in junior kitchen

to learn. After working for some time

echool. But when you arearsund
ple who speak it eyery Aoy, youy
prove,”she says.

Today, ahe ecomfurtably ke i,
welenmes visitors and comm,,
cates with guests frorm different jy,,
grounds, sormething she onee doyy,,
she eould do. "

Tha cartificata that matinred
Despite years of experiencs ¢
cio wanted formal recomnition .I
skills. J
anfy tarpet was at least Lshenl ),
acertificate,”she says. e
with support from her empep,
<he enrolled for 2 certificatn oy,
catering and Bakery which o, ol
pleted about three gears agn
For someone whe left scheg) inp
mary Six,graduating carried e, 4
sonal meaning. It affirmed thay ),
ucation had notended at 1217, "
fication formalised nearky twe .,
of hands-on training and s, "
ened her position in the ke, L1
I never knew it would hapr,..,
this,”she says. n

Holding her ground
Penthouse Inn empleys 3 s,
and Cacio is the only woman 2"
kitchen. .
“Being a lady alone in the k),
everything looks at you. she <, 7
asmall laugh. "
Professional kitchens dermarn .,
ina, precision and long heue
male-dominated space,she has . °
on consistency and harel work
“You must put in alot of effors
are lazy, you cannot work lop, -
says, Her 18 years at the same b
flect both personal resilienc
ployer stability She describe
ployers not as bosses, bt :
“1 consider them as my
carne here as a lost child tryi
a living and they have wa
grow into a mature Woman c:
standing on her own two fest.”
Through marriage and mothe:
she rernained employed. The .
supported her training and r
her through different stages ¢
continuity that has provided =
nomic stability
Motherhood as motivation
Cacio enjoys seeing hert
dren (two boys and a zirl)
wants them to thrive. Her firs!
in Senior One, the second in
Four,and the youngest in bakry
Her routine remains steady, ;.
4am, children prepared. y .

turning home.

*This work is really helping
says.”]1am able to pay school fee;
take care of them.”

motherhqod without drama, /' i : roles, learning through obser- - Having lost her own education ;.
only persistence. N] vation and repetition. Over the hardship, she is determined tha i
L. @ years, she worked under seven _ children stayin -
. diﬂ';mt me&‘:h - ﬂy‘SomeﬁIm' it depends on your -,
“Every chef who came, 1  ily. Sometimes it is early preznanc,
BYTREVOR LUTALO Iea.rrll_]t somethli.ng,';he says. | Somﬁmah'ardship:shesg-fm al
A “When one left, another
e Neovo piscrier, I8 came.I worked with all of = Redefiningsuccess
while most homes are them.” | Asa young girl in Uganda, Cacio e
U still asleep, 35-year-old # She first mastered ]o_cal 1 he\!eds;:cmhadasn@edeﬁniﬁcr;;
{2 Cicio i already awake: mshﬂmd: as malakwang,sim- = university degree and an accountary,
Bsmy.m ise, she has finished her sim paste and smoked fish.Grad- - title.
I "'“l““m ﬂnms.premm‘ i uallyshe expanded her skills toIn- Decades later, she has not achieye.
children for school, and readied herself | amn o aiee s s A |
oreshed o rhee el pmsmmmnmﬁmdmamt | regret, A
sees the older two off, and heads to 4 e exposed her toncw tastes | _Instead,she has bult adifferent kin
SRR Moo ok 2 Rk, and cultures. The hml;en_bemmevher | of prosperity; nearly two decades .,
asl mud:we o“-‘em was, but a8 a certified /, :llassmom,wurhng with internation- continuous employment, a profes
cook and assistant chef. Her " m‘mﬁ“&h . = | abilitytt% TANICY 1 Ehed
journey o the hotel kitchen began {7 | *You start learning English from thmtghhuownlahc?zpo S
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