Following. Residents of Lukodi follow a live screening of court proceedings during Dominic Ongwen's trial at the ICC on December 6 last year. The Danish Ambassador to Uganda, Mr Mogens Pederson, has handed over
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video screening equipment to Gulu District authorities to enable resident follow the court proceedings. riLe FHoTo

ICC donates video equipment
to LRA-affected communities

Purpose. The equipment, which includes
radios, generators, Dvd players, public
address systems and television sets,

will facilitate monthly screening of video
recordings of the ongoing trial of Mr
Dominic Ongwen.

BY JULIUS OCUNGI
editorial@ug.nationmedia.com

GULU. The International Criminal
Court (ICC) has handed over assort-
ment of video screening equipment
to 23 select parishes from four case
locations connected to the trial of
former Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA)
rebel commander Dominic Ongwen.

Mr Ongwen is facing 70 counts of
war crimes and crimes against hu-
manity at The Hague-based court in
the Netherlands for his alleged role
in attacks on Lukodi, Abok, Odek and
Pajule displacement camps in north- -
ern Uganda between July 2002 and '’

Charged. Dominic Ongwen

December 2005.

The equipment, which includes ra-
dios, generators, Dvd players, public
address systems and television sets,
were purchased under the “Access to
Justice Project” being implemented

Ve ' .

ONGWEN
TRIAL

Mr Ongwen is the
first former child
soldier and the
first of the five
top LRA warlords
indicted by ICCin
2005 to face trial
at the court.

Others who were
indicted include
Raska Lukwiya,
Vincent Otti, Okot
Odhiambo [all
presumed] and
elusive LRA leader
Joseph Kony, who
is still alive.

by the ICC, with funding from the
Danish Embassy.

The project aims at making the
trial of Mr Ongwen more accessible
to LRA victims in northern Uganda.

Speaking at the hand over event
held in Gulu Town on Monday, the
ICC’s outreach officer for Uganda,
Ms Maria Kamara, said the equip-
ment will expand the ICC’s continu-
ous efforts to respond to the infor-
mation demands of the communities
affected on the trial of Mr Ongwen.

She said the equipment shall fa-
cilitate monthly screening of video

recordings of the trial of Mr Ongwen
in the case location areas, including
Coorom village in Amuru District,
the birth place of Mr Ongwen.

“This exercise sets in motion the
very first objective of the access to
justice project, which complements
the numerous efforts we have made

CONTINUES TO PAGE 12 -

briefly

Suspected thief killed

LIRA: A suspected chicken thief died
at Lira Regional Referral Hospital after
he was allegedly beaten by a mob at
Olago village in Amuca parish in Lira
Sub-county on Monday. The deceased
was reportedly found in possession of
one the chicken out of the five that
were allegedly stolen from a home of
one of the residents on Sunday night.
A mob reportedly descended on him,
beating him into coma, but died at
the hospital where he was rushed for
medication. [Patrick Ebong]

Woman raped, killed

LIRA:Police in Kole District on
Monday recovered a body of an
unidentified woman suspected to be
in her 30s, which was dumped near
Otino-wa Primary School in Ayer
Sub-county, Kole District. The officer-
in-charge of criminal investigations at
Kole Police Station, Mr Jimmy Agaba
Mogi, said they were notified of the
body of the unidentified woman by
residents. Mr Agaba said the victim
is suspected to have been raped
first before being strangled to death.
He said police took the body to Lira
- . haspital mortuary. [Patrick Ebong]
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court to reach out to victims
zid different stake holders{ who
ave been yearning for the infor-
mation related to the trial of Ong-
wen,” Ms Maria sajd,

The Danish Ambassador to
Uganda, My Moge

g towards
ringing peace inthe region,

“Ido hope that by Watching the
Screening of thg trial, the victims
and affecteq Communities i
find that Justice is served. Yoy
[victims] have suffereq violence
for a long time, thoge who com-
Mitted the atrocities should alsq
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