
o then visited the Wom- 

'Woman sues clinic for organ damage 
Complaint. She accuses a doctor 
at Marie Stopes International of; | 
being reckless while inserting-an: 
Intra-Uterine Device into her uterus, 
causing complications. 5 

‘BY JULIET KIGONGO 

jigongo@ug nationmedia.com 

KAMPALA. ch‘)max_xhas sued a re- 
nowned family planriing and repro- 
ductive health service provider Marie 
Stopes International for negligence 
and damages worth Shs400m. 

- :MsIrene Chekwoti sued the health 
» fzggi.lity and Dr Sarah Mutesi at the 

Givil Division of the High Court, 
claiming that her internal organs 

ing family planning services: 

NGO, provides contraception and 
safe abortion services across Uganda 
and dozens of other countries around 
theworld. - 
Ms Chekwot in court documents 

een by Daily Monitor, claims that in 

were damaged when she went seek- " r 
; .,;_ffi!rflie',rdahnsthat she reported back 

" Marie Stopes, an international - 

September last year, she sought fam- 

ily planning services at Marie Stopes 
in Bweyogerere, on the outskirts of 
Kampala, where Dr Mutesi works 

and advised her touse an Intra-Uter- 

ine Device (JUD), a family planning’ 

method. 
She claims that during insertion of 

the TUD into her uterus, she experi-. 

enced a very sharp and unbearable 

piercing pain and bleeding ‘which she 

immediately complained about. 

She asked Dr Mutesi to stop the 

procedure-and remove the IUD. She 

claims Dr Mutesi refused to heed her 

plea. 

Checkup 

Through her lawyers, Ms Chekwoti . 

o Marie: Stoppes International and 

asked that the IUD be removed since 

the pain had persisted. = 

She says instead an abdominal ul- 

tra sound scan was carried out indi- 

cating there was no IUD seen. 
She also claims that after failing to 

detect the JUD in her body, the he;dth
 

facility, recommende
d an abdominal 

X-ray be carried ou I 

Gwaatiro Hospital, al
so in Bweyoger- 

ere. 
Ms Chekwoti claims 

dicated she had a foreign 
the resultsin- 
body in her 

_abdomen. 

| also went to Paragon 

Hospital [also in Kampala] 

whose ultra sound scan 

indicated there was a 

misplaced 1UD and | was 

advised to seek a-better 

and advanced medical - 

hospital,” IRENE CHEKWOTI. 
COMPLAINANT 

The court documents further indi- 
cate that Ms Chekwoti had other ab- 
dominal X-rays from Mengo Hospital 
inKampala, which recommended an 
operation, but Marie Stopes again 
disagx“eed,‘ saying it was not neces- 
sary since the IUD was coming out. . 

t on her at nearby tility Centre, Bi 

Shesays shi 
. International and Fer- ’s Hospital 

it 2 ukoto in Kampala, for 

consultations, further t
rea tment and 

management where sh
e was admit- 

ted with a diagnosis of 
alost TUD and 

uterine perforation. 

Ms Chekwoti claims 
1 

hysteroscopy laparosco
py findings 

indicated she had a dama
ged blad- 

der, forcing her to travel to G
ermany 

for further treatment. 

Ms Chekwoti contends that Df
 Mu- 

tesi acted recklessly and negl
igently 

in the process of inserting the
 IUD 

into her uterus for which she no
w 

seeks special, punitive and gene
ral 

damages worth Shs400m. 

She claims the doctor failed to 

ascertain the depth of her uterus 

before inserting the TUD in her ab- 

the hospital’s 

““domerrinstead-of the uterine cavity, 
thus damaging her organs. 
Marie Stopes International is ex- 

pected to file a defence within 15 
days from the date of service of the 
‘summons.


