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By Dismus Buregyeya
UPDF Marines Fisheries Unit
has  destroyed 14,689kg of
Immature fish impounded in
Kasese and Panyamur in Nebbj,

The UPDF operations ¢o-
ordinator for the southwestern
sector, Captain Isaac Ewaga,
said part of the destroyed
immature  fish consignment
Teportedly belonged to motor
rally ace Ponsiang Rwakataka,

The fish was bumt on
Sunday at Bwala hill in Masaka
municipality on the instructions
of the Masaka Chief Magistrate,
Samuel Munobe, According
to Ewaga, the rotting  fish,
intercepted  last
Kasese, was not fit for human
consumption.

Ewaga said the operation
against catching the immature
fish, especially, in Masaka
region, was successful.

“You can hardly find a truck
ferrying immature fish on
transit in Masaka region. The
operation, which has lasted
four months, has registered
significant success,” he said.

He also revealed that two of
the fish processing factories in
the area have since reopened
because of the impact of the
UPDF operation,

“The majority of the fish
factories had ~closed down
because of the scarcity of fish.
Two of them have re-opened,”
he said. Early this year, President
Yoweri Museveni launched the
military ~ operations to curb
illegal fishing practices and
catching of immature fish.
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WHAT LOCALS SAY

Ivan Busulwa
l'ask the UPDF
and court to
give out the
impounded
immature fish to
the locals. Burning E

Major James Nuwagaba
commands the UPDF Marines
Fisheries Unit operations on

various lakes and rivers,
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| commend President
Museveni and the UPDF
for the operation:;
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i«rn]?&n;undreds of tonnes pf
immature fish impounded in
a space of four months. :
At least 70 vehjc‘ei,
including motorcycles wh;c
were impounded ~carrying
immature fish are being kept
at the Kasijagirwa base in

aka. ) ;
Méfvaga in an interview with
the New Vision asked local
politicians to  support the
operation to revive the fish

industry: L
“I get calls from pohtxqans
criticising  the operation.
Instead, they shopld
appreciate that ﬂleg_al fishing
is dangerous,” he said.
New Vision leamt that
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Masaka district chairperson, -
- Jude Mbabali and the UPDF

Marine authorities on Tuesday
held a closed-door meeting
to discuss the military
operations.

In the past, Mbabali had
contested the eviction of
communities from the landing
sites. ;

However, Ewaga insists
that the said landing sites,
which are not gazetted, were
destroyed because they served
as illegal fishing hideouts. The
affected landing sites are in
Masaka and Kalangala.
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Hoima wopy
trained i
addition

. A total of 4,

in Hoima districg "
completed a ONE-paq,
course in maging .
made necklaces, dgg,;P ’
carpets, dyed Clothes R
and baskets, using [oc
available materjzjs -
The training, Which
ended on Saturday, 03
conducted by the Ugang,
Investment Author, Uy
in partnership with Bunygry
Women Development
Association at Millanniyp

ally

a suburb of Hoimga
municipality.

The women, most of them
widows, the elderly ang
girls received startup
kits worth sh9m to Make
items for sale and improye
their incomes. Shariph;
Nabulya, from Small
and Medium Enterprises
department at UIA, said
they are equipping the
woman with lifetime skills
to start their own projects
to cause family change.
Speaking on the behalf

of the trainees, Beatrice
Baguma said they were
also given skills in business.
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