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Sudan diplomats given 48 hours to leave Uganda

.ﬂreMomtorof May 10,1995,
reported that President Musev-
eni had become convinced that
his personal safety was in danger,
-and that the government in Khar-
toum wanted him assassinated.
i BY ISAAC MUFUMBA
hirty-one years ago yesterday,
S it emerged that Uganda’s de-
“ X cision to sever diplomatic ties
with Sudan had arisen out of
apolitical clash and concerns
— wu!hepasomlsafetyof
My President Museveni.
‘cion is that Wndasevu'eddlplommcnes
peoplecan  with Sudan in April 1996 amid in-
 mistake creased tensions fuelled by accusa-
theongoing  tions that they were both funding
each other’s rebels.
Whereas Uganda accused Sudan
betweenthe of supporting the Lord's Resistance
NRAandthe Army (LRA) with, among other
us military training, arms and
thatkindof  uniforms,the government in Khar-
—thing The toum also accused the government
~ training in Kampala of offering similar sup-
port to the Sudan Peoples’ Libera-
‘has been tion Movement/Army (SPLM/A),
goingonfor  which was fighting for independ-
- thelastfour ence for the Christian and animist
,-‘L;- south of the country
Wis South Sudan eventually gained in-
Hﬂwm, « dependence on July 9,2011,after a
January 2011 referendum where
ﬂiclas 98.83 percent of voters chose sepa-
oOfficeratthe ration from the predominantly Ar-
USembassy aband Muslimnorth.
inKampala.
Facade

immediate cause of severing ties
had been the refusal by the Suda-
nese diplomats in Kampala to hand
over a cache of arms that were be-
lieved to have been in their posses-
sion.

The Sudan News Agency(SANA)
reported on Apnl 21 that securi-
ty operatives in Kampala had sub-
sequently raided the home of the
military attaché. Though the agen-
cy reported that they had not ac-
cessed the premises, it considered it
a breach of diplomatic procedures
and protocols.

“The Ugandan authorities... or-
dered the Ugandan security forc-
es to beat up and fire at members
of the embassy. After this, they laid
siege to the office of the military at-
taché, in a flagrant violation of the
Vienna agreement on diplomatic

pala had, before the raid, issued an
order directing several Sudanese
diplomats toleave Uganda.

“On April 21,Uganda served notice
of expulsion on 11 diplomats in the
Sudanese embassy in Kampala, giv-
ing four of them 48 hours to leave
the country and the others to leave
within 14 days. The Ministry of For-
eign Affairs said the measure was
aimed at equalising the two coun-
tries' diplomatic representation in
Kampala and Khartoum. Neither
embassy will have more than five
officials,” KNA reported.

On the list of those who were or-
dered out of Uganda within 48
hours was the first secretary, Has-
san Muhammad al-Tom; the mili-
tary attaché, Lt-Col Haidar al-Hadi
Hajj Omar and the administrative
attachés, Adam Muhammad Abd

al-Hadi Adam and Badr ad-Din Hus-
sein Riziq Hussein.

Seven others, Mu'tasim al-Amin
Muhammad al- Hassan; Awad Taha
al-Tom Taha; press attaché Hassan
al-Umdah; Abdallah al-Badr al-Bari;
Khalid Mahmud Hamad; and Ab-
dallah Abd al-Karim Abdallah, were
given a fortnight to exit Uganda.

“The two countries are undoing
the pledge made by Sudan’s Vice
President, Zubeir Muhammad Salih,
and Uganda's Vice Prime Minister,
Eriya Kategaya, to normalise their
relations,” KNA noted.

The raid and subsequent expul-
sion of diplomats came a day after
LRA, under the command of Vin-
cent Otti Lagony, the deputy com-
mander of the rebel force, raid-
ed Atiak Trading Centre and Atiak
Camp in Kilak County, Gulu District
and massacred 155 people.

Atiak Camp was where most of the
people had been forced to settle fol-
lowing the outbreak of the war.

So gruesome were the LRA's ac-
tions that Mr Joshua Opanga, Tan-
zania’s High Commissioner to Ugan-
da, described it as“a tragedy of un-
imaginable proportions”.

Security concerns

However, 21 days after Uganda
had ordered the diplomats out, it
emerged that the alleged cache of

. arms was a facade.

Quoting the Indian Ocean News-
letter (ION) of early May 1995, The
Monitor of May 10,1995, reported
that President Museveni had be-
come convinced that his personal
safety was in danger and that the
government in Khartoum wanted
him assassinated.

The newspaper reported that the
ION had reported that “both the

Uganda and US intelligence had un-
covered a plot against Museveni's
life, with the leading role played
by the Sudanese military attaché
to Uganda, Lt Col Hayder ElHadi
Omer”,

ION was quoted to have report-
ed that Lt Col Omer was a
of the Sudanese intelligence, add-
ing that the sudden increase in the
number of members of staff who
had been attached to the Sudanese
embassy in Kampala had been part
of the plot to assassinate Mr Musev-
eni.

The alleged assassination was re-
portedly planned to send a message
to Sudan’s neighbours and their al-
lies, the United States, Saudi Ara-
bia, Egypt and Israel, that Sudan al-
s0 had allies.

At the time, Sudan had been con-
sistently accusing the United States

THE RAID

At the time, it was stated
that the immediate cause
of severing ties had been

were believed to have been in
their possession.

The Sudan News Agency
reported on April 21 that
security operatives in
Kampala had subsequently
raided the home of the

premises, it considered
it a breach of diplomatic
procedures and protocols.

An illustration of security operatives in Kampala outside the home of the Sudanese military attaché. ILLUSTRATION/ IVAN SENYONJO
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