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‘Reduce your bill by
harvesting water
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Aveording to Peter Maturz, an
ennneer with Plenco Pluminnge and
Ernneenng Company, sach purpose
mnvalves a different set up, equip-
ment, mantenance and costs,

Tobegin with, all you need i rn,
4 moof and a contamer in which to
collest the water. However, Mabirn
siys @ more saplisticated system
can be incorporated o your
home's plumibing system e provide
water for a vanety of household
needs. from toiket flusiung o generail
home use.

“Install a gurter on the roof ana
put an underground tank with a
water submassive pump. Tlus wall
pump the water to the reserve
tank and fnally into the househoic
plumbing system.” Mabinzi clan-
fies.

Mainnzi adas that rainwater har-
vesting systems, sumple or compiex,
have the same basic components.

“These include a catchument area
to caphure the rainfall usually from
the roof of the house, 3 conveyance
System o move the water from the
rocf 1o 4 STOTAge ared. a storage
system to hold the ramwater and a
distribution systam to get the waler
from storage to where if 1s being
used.”

_ There could also be full integra-
Don with the existing plumbing sys-
termn in the house
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Where above-ground water tanks may not be sesthetically pleasing, underground water

&
tanks are hidden from view. e T

i
THE APPROXIMATE COST IN
SHILLINGS OF A 500 UTRE
PLASTIC WATER TANKIN
KAMPALA.

Chonse 3 %ark that can store 3 corsider
able armourt of wtme oo o

[t may be necessary t have an
in-ground collection system that
zathers ail the water drained f
downspouts locared ar different
positions around the house 1o take
full advantage of the rainwater that
falls on the roof. Patrick Ssemanda, a
constructor of concrete tanks in Mu-
kono, recummends tanks made from
rock or conereta because they last
longer. although they are a bit costly,

Safety meas=r™s
Tom Kavimba, a crest tank seller and
installer observes that mimwater
can be easily contaminated by leaves
and other debrs on the roof as well
as from dust and local air pellunon.

Depending on the intended use
of your rainwater, you may wish 1o
consider some form of filtration and
disinfection of water from the stor-
age tank o reduce potential health
risks, particularly if you wish to use
the harvester minwater for dnnking.
One way to ensure water safety is
o remove the conraminants before
they collect in your storage =nk

«Another option is to nsrall 3
filrranion system such as gurter

filters or to get rid of the

first several litres of rainwater at the
start of each rainfall. " says Kayimba.

Site selectien g
The placement of your ranwarsr
harvestng system is essential. While
choosing the site, nsure that thers
is enough distance to keep your wall
and foundation safe from spillage
Factors o consider according to
Mabirizi include loeation of tps,
and septic tanks, depth to bedroek
and soil classification, accessibil-
ity and aesthetics for you and your
neighbours.
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