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Entebbe  Intemanonal  Anpurt,
Toeared in Wakiso district, will, in a few
months’ time, redefine the counin’s
fmage  The aiport,  which  was
commissioned i 1951, 18 cormenily
undepoing @ major upgrade and
exparsion.

The  Chma _ Communications
Construrion Company  (CCCC),
the fim contracted o upgrade and
expand  the aiport. is currently
camying oot preliminary enganeering

inchiding — earthworks

activities,
and grading in preparation for the
commencement of actual constrntion
work, The fust phase of the upprade
and expanston programme Is g
funded by a $200m (about \h7ls!$
loan from the Extm Bank of China
In the first phase, the old runway
(12/30) and the main one (17/35) will
be srengthened with a new asphalt
overlyy A runway s the surface
designed for the airrafts (o use for
takeoll and landing
The old apron 2 (parking area) for
planes of VIP, including one for the
President, will also be strengthened
with a new asphalt overlay. The
apron 4 for UN planes will_have
a new concrete pavement added.
Apron 1, which is located near the
existing terminal butlding, will also
be strengthened and expanded 10
accommodate six aircrafts. Another
apron will be established at the new
cargo cenmre that will be constructed
to accommodate three large and three
small cargo planes.

Acording 10
taxiways, the path between aprons

and runways, will be expanded and
strengthened with an asphalt overlay.

Carsten  Kaergaand, the  project
director for COWI, an international
firm that developed the upgrade and
expansion design, said the airport
wiuze upgraded and expanded in

the  design,  the
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New cargo centre

A new cargo building sittina on
10.000 sagam metres will be sel UP
some melres away from the e;_tsllm:l
one. Civil works are beind carried O:J
on Ihe site, and there will be & ne Y""
route between the new carg® facilt
and apron 1. sy

A new terminal will alsobe -
established at the new carge
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Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO)
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New terminal bullding

It is anticipated that the upgraded
and expanded Entebbe International
Airport will be able to handle 5.5
million passengers each year, up
from the current estimated 1.5 million
travellers. For this to happen, the
existing terminal building will be
expanded by bringing down parts
of the existng terminal building
and creaing more space for mﬁ:

for Dar Alt
Partners, a consultant firm on &
project, sald the constru |
involve more than just upgrading
construction of two new Structufes -
a terminal and cargo facility-

“Phase one Is like designing
new airport. The airport will b
a lot better than it is today
the upgrade and expansion,”
explained, adding: "An airport
a key infrastructure. The desion
has to be well prepared and all
construction materials have to be
tested to ensure they conform to the

passengers to exit through Al
complex with ease. The new terminal standards. ¢ the
building will also have more boarding _The size and inl_rastrurlure El
gates and bridges than the existing airport is determined by the volume fort
facility. It will sit on 20,000 square of passengers and cargo it handles.  Expect com ' Tusibira the
metres. F Because of the current cargoand  Eng. Jobn wns e aviaion
“The new terminal building will be passenger traffic, even after the director of m{hpﬂ il Aviation
connected to the old one and they will upgrade and expansion, Entebbe security ar the i if the
function as one facility. That means we airport will not be as big or as busy  Authority (CAA) )'I: S hanced 10
shall have one central security scan as Jomo Kenyatta International fadility’s czpaﬁ]lly it
and there will be no need for being Airport in Nairobi or Julius Nyerere  handle 35 mi D;ﬂlpmm mmugﬂ!"-@
checked more than once,” Kaergaard International Airport in Dar-es- means rh
explained. Salaam that still record a higher the airport oamfm —
The old cargo centre, which is number of passengers and ¢argo According to G2/ o Enebbe
located near st i traffic than Entebbe due to several  of passengers amiving 2 50 by
factors, mainly ic ones. Iniernational Airport is groWig 74
10% annually, and IS

cate the existing ¢
bmldmg, will be demolished to
facilitate the expansion of the terminal
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NATIUNESS

' 3.5million passengers annually |

this upgrade and expansion
will give Uganda a new face.”
he added.

Once the revamped airport
Is linked to the Kampala-
Entcbbe  expressway, which
is also being built by CCCC,
Jianming noted that movement
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[ Ding Jianming, CCCC's
project manager, sald the
alrport upgrade and expansion
work Is a design-and-bulld
undertaking, and that a great
deal of time had to be invested

in the designing before the
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between Entebbe and Kampala for
Ugandans and visitors will be fast. A
rport and an expressway, he
\

aviation security 5 “l)l'l] Ay,
e A start of the actual construction

of each country's infrastru

airlines could be
flights o0 enable ap o d 1 ) busine:
civil works on sg"mnm,s':‘%: i
A, me S‘-'ﬂiorz in connecting the area hosung the
“ airport and the city.
Heexplained thy the. [ I Now that the design is almost ready, ~ “Each country needs an airport and
we are dealing with the sites for the new  an expressway,” Jianming added.
Eng. Pamick Muleme, the head of

have capacity to ;
handles 55,000 tonpg B‘Ergn iy
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which is fresh progyc,':
and horticultural prl:)gc' "‘Clum?:\u to complete thz design,” he added.
e, fy llanmlng explained that the upgrade and expansion activities at
construction of the new cargo facility Eniebbe International Airport.
“The airport is being expanded

Ding Jianmi 3
for CCCC. said e Pt
and expansion wor 71
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will start this month. The upgrade

is expected to be
ZOZI,P complete by May 9,

“For every country, an international
airport is the face of that country. The
new visitors see the airport first and  added.

cture stock

cargo centre and access roads. Inside
::19 airport, a lot of work is acwally design at Uganda National Roads
cing done. It has taken us 10 months  Authority, explained that the Entebbe-
Expressway project inspired the major

and expansion of the airport was because of the Kampala-Entebbe

commissioned on May 10 last year,and ~ Expressway. The Kampala-Entebbe
Expressway is essential for the airport

because it will enable visitors and
Ugandans to easily get to Kampala
from the airport and vice versa,” he
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