te s
o despr o o the mainland -

osd crammed 01
i 5111:5 fing gear and the ferry
ﬁfed forward the white 1ine
Gisappeare der the water
The ferty’ 1d engine
revved up 8 ote higher t0 pull
¢ vessel out of the landing
d and puked up

e, It groaned ab
qoke as the engines finally

pulled the oveploaded ferry
away from the mound of eart
clled a'landing platform. I -
thought it was nosediving as it
wmed to face Kiyindi side.

The Police officer who had
been registering the travellers
said the gear on one side had
already given way, the reason
why the ferry had to turn to
ensure that the only landing
gear left had to face Kiyindi.

: Normally, the ferry is like a

l{%lﬂ; there is no front or back.

i ;usft moves in the direction

aresafcmg' The landing gears

Upt s0 supposed to be lifted
0 prevent people, cars

to
oif farm produce of =

and any load from rolli ;
case of any turbulenclll,n[%n(:”l "
the many times [ have useclvrlw'
ferries — Kayunga-Mbulam, l??
Bukakata-Kalangala and Kj i
Buvuma — [ have not seen [y}ln(h-
landing gears raised. ‘

[ decided to patiently wait
for the second trip. I took som
photos and video clips as the ’
ferry sailed away, thinking that
in case of any disaster, [ would
have the last record of the ill-fated
vessel. [ was surprised to see thg
ferry returning after three hours
Anothe.:r hustle to board started.

Having parked my car since '
morning at about 9:00am, I
joined another desperate lot who
wanted to reach the mainland. I
saw latecomers driving their cars
onto the ferry as the officers in

- charge seemed not to care who
- had come first.

It was a district official who

" opened my eyes to the fact that
some traders have a way with

the ferry staff and get their goods
and vehicles on the ferry before

~anyone else. My office ID and

threats to expose this unfairness
earned me a place on the ferry.

“The market day, Friday, is
usually like this. Sometimes it is
worse,” the district official said.
Many islanders cross t0 sell their
produce and buy household
items, but many more g0 to
drink and enjoy themselves on
the mainland in Kiyindi, Buikwe
district. We always pray that the
ferry does not sink under the
weight,” he explained.

" Horrible landing

Apart from the overloading, the
landing was shocking at bot
Kirongo and Kiyindi. The ferry
just hits the mounds of eayth wi
a thud, jolting and propelling

everything on board forward.

you are standing, as Im
you may g0 crushing into your
neighbour or the vehicles o1 poard.
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