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Final: Amus 1-O Bukedea . won the 2024/25 Fufa Women’s
Semis: Amus 0-0 Kitende (4-2) | Cup, reinforcing the school’ grow-
Quarters:LondonO-1Amus sporting footprint.
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Last 320508 0:0 Amus .8 the school-affiliated side currently
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Groupstage ‘=~ T © Busoga United, scoring
Mukono Kings 1-4 Amus 35 goals with a +27 goal difference.
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) or years, school football re- { They are compact without
@ . volved around a familiar | ', stzble_xinmlmeﬁyknmhelpes— ball, disciplined in transition, and
axis. When the conversa-  the national championship quali- | | | tablish St Andrew Kaggwa Gombe Mmmmm
tion turned to dominance, ' fyingin2015,2016,2017,2019,2022, | in 2022, guiding them to a nation- 5 =
the names that rolled off every mmmandmwzozs . al final in Arua before returning ~_ [1eir defensive record in Lira, just
tongue were usually St Mary’s Ki- & s to Amus. There were also internal ~ ©0e g0al conceded in eight match-
tende, Buddo or Kibuli. Now there | Beateninfinal i i :.nelm asystem built on struc
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I and perhaps at the summit itself. ing to St Julian, but only after elim- :ddﬁ;'ﬂ:)ﬂm kline, Amus
When Amus College edged Buk- | inating St Mary’s Kitende in a pen- ‘ lamm v to win tight games
edea South 1-0 in the final of the | alty shootout (10-9) in the semifi- | Coach Richard Malinga also rather mm
‘ USSSA Boys Football Champion- = nals.Months later,they made histo- played a defining role in shaping | How
| ship in Lira City,it was not merely ' ryin East Africa by winning their Amus’recent identity. ! h.“u",ﬁ' 'U" ﬁn
| the crowning moment of asuccess- | first FEASSA title in 2024, beating In 2024, he guided the school to | s b eed ’d"°°1 rencsialiat
ful tournament campaign: Kitende 1-0in the final. their maiden FEASSA title after DS have oS
It felt more like the completionof | At the heart of the current gener- | beating Kitende 1-0, and also led |~ MarysKitende mastered it fornear-
a carefully engineered football rev- | ation is captain Jamal Iddi Rashid, them to the USSSA national final ‘le ]deudes_ Pt e
i olution. The triumph announced | a tough defender whose calmness the same year, where they lost 3-0 anhved' tions. .
| Amus as the new kings of school | under pressure defined Amus’ : to St Julian. s to enter
i football in Uganda. | tournament run. - g Malinga later moved on and won tha . m enhas
| Amus’ 1-0 victory over Bukedea | Intight knockout games especial- | Tuchar. Richard Malinga (top),  the 2025 crown with Buddo rein- space. 1 ady :
South in the final was not a flam- | ly the penalty wins against JIPRA = the head coach of Amusiscar-  forcing his reputation as one of the ?eesudofﬂs U16 plpgime mmmg
. boyant coronation. It was a grind, ' and Kitende, Rashid acted as the ~ried shoulder highby his players  most decisive tournament coach- - /=7 e squa S“ggﬁ‘; o
‘ the kind of final that reveals more = emotional anchor. after the final in Lira, among es. At Amus, his influence remains begmmng.w INning team may
about character than talent.Across | “We believed from the first day = whom was striker Mudhasir ljosi-  part of the foundation thatbuilta "5 0 & 0 o
eight matches, Amus concededjust | in Lira that this was our tourna- = ga.PHOTOS/GEORGE KATONGOLE ' winning culture. e be;ngl Yot
once. ment, Even when games were = figurein Amus'football identity. ency. Bukedea Comprehensive are
They won three matches 1-0,sur- = tight, we trusted each other. That | Working under tk.e guidance of = Afootballfactoryinmotion uwceyshng i
vived two goalless draws and twice | belief carried us through pen- school director Patrick Isiagi, Kin-  Amus are no longer just a school 1o SSis et
held their nerve in penalty shoot- | alties and pressure,” he said. tuhasspentyearsbuildingastruc- = team.They are an ecosystem. The Kyaddondo S is emerging
outs. This was not dominance tured football pipeline initially ~institution now boasts five inter- n,i',“hs d:smpto;: e
through spectacle. | Thearchitect combining academy recruits from = national-standard pitches and aemAEn gr gror :ch el fp 'f
It was dominance through con- = Behind the scenes, youth coach  Kampala with homegmwn school | a 10,000-seater stadium with an ;m‘&mt. B '.‘o‘év’ CA00LI00LS
trol. Amus’ rise has been con- ' Nimrod Kintu remains the central eight-lane athletics track. new kings in Sapir Hills.
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