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Today's campesitive job mar-
ket s forcing some individu-
2ls to 2pply for co-current
programmes in order to kill
wa birds with one stone by
a0 ui'rnj the required skills
in the same pericd of study.

BY ESTHEROLUKA
eclud2@ug.naticnmedia.com

etida Nankya wanted to go back

to school to further her studies.

She wanted to study two pro-
grams at the same time, one prob-
ably during weekdays and the other
during weekend..

tiesmaking iriquiries of whether they

offered co-current existing courses

(programmes running at the same
time with others within the same

. institute).

“1 wanted 1o study a Bachelor of
Arts in Mass. Communication and
probably a Diploma in Education.
But most of the universities did not
have the study option. Some of the
administrators mentioned that even
if there was a possibility of study-
ing two programmes in the same
academic year, the timetables would
clash,” Nankya says.

The 30-year-old is still figuring out
herr.cxt step.

Wiy soms universities offer
co-current programmes
In learning institutions such as Is-

. lamic University in Uganda (IUIU),

co-current programmes are offered,
although they are very few.

Dr Umar Mwebesa, the deputy aca-
demic registrar in charge of admis-
_51an and registration at JUIU, says
it is possible to study courses co-
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He says it is possible for a student
wants to pursue a Bachelor of Arts in.
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Islamic Studies and Diplomain Edu-~ . . e SR

cation majoring in Arabic. “The advantage of
doing these two together is that in the end,
one is accredited as a teacher because they
would have acquired techniques of teaching,”
Dr Mwebesa says.

Regarding the advantages of co-current
programmes, Dr Mwebesa says they are help-

- ful in equipping students with diverse skills

that can enable them compete favourably for
jobs. “For example, if a teaching job has been
advertised and it is stated that knowing any
foreign language is an added advantage, then
a graduate in Islamic studies with a diploma
in Education majoring in Arabic has an upper
hand at attaining the job,” he says.
Co-current courses also save a lot of time.
“You kill two birds with one stone. Instead
of pursuing another programme after a par-
ticular period of time, you have the option of
juggling both of them,” says Dr Mwebese.
Cvexrwh:

AtUganda Christian University (UCU), though,

- Not common: here

*1am avare that studying co-current
programmes IS a common aspect in learning
institutions abroad (overseas). Unlike in

. those institutions, ours do nat have encugh
resources in terms of logistics and human-
resource Including lecturers. Besides, the-
load weuld be tao heavy e the students
2nd would ruin their chances of passing

) examirations. For this reason, the practice
is not commoa in Uganda's leaming - -
institutions.”
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students are restrained from studying two
programmes co-currently. For example, one
cannot pursue a Bachelor’s degree in Business
Administration alongside Law.

Ivan Naijuka, the assistant spokesperson at

UCU, notes that the institution does not allow.

it because juzgling two programmes would
overwhelmthe sludent andintheend !ead to
poor grades.

“The umvcrsny wants students to concen-~
trateand put their energies into studying one
programme in an academic year so that they
can attain excellent grades." Naijuka says.
Besides, the university limits the number of
course units a student studies in a semester.
Students are expected to attend 70 per cent

.of the lectures of a particular programme,

minus which they do not quahfy to sit for the
examinations.

Despite the disadvantages thal come with
taking on two courses, it yay be one of the
ways to get more qualifications in a short p°~
riod of time,
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