or Mr. Jackson...
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athematics!
The biggest
headache

: forMushoin
Primary Seven. Healways

heasks, he neverseems to
catchup. Thismakes him

himevenmore concerned
isthat he hadimproved
inPrimary Sixwhenthe

remainhismathteacher
in Primary Sevenbutalas!

Qlow, hewas strugglingagain. :

Andhethoughtthe problem : Want to grow,” Musho said,

: halfjoking.

was TeacherJackson.He
needed totalktosomeone
aboutit.

“Good afternoon,
Teacher Sylvia,” he said
softly.

You look troubled. What
is onyour mind?” Teacher
Sylvia looked up from her

papers and smiled warmly. . :
“Do you have a moment?” :

Musho asked.

“Of course. What is the
matter?” Teacher Sylvia
asked.

“It is Mathematics...”
Musho hesitated.

“That is not my subject, °

Musho,” Teacher Sylvia
said. :

“Iknow. | am sorry,”
Musho started to walk
away.

“Musho, do not go. | am
listening”

“Mr Jackson... | do
not like him,” Musho
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whispered.
“Why not?”
‘He is too strict. | feel too

scared in his class.

Teacher Sylvia gestured

for him to sit. “Tell me,” she
: said calmly, “do you dislike
feelslostinmostlessons.No Mathematics because it

atterhowmanyquestions :
e : fear your teacher?”

is difficult, or because you

“l do not know,” Musho

sadand scared. What makes said, unsure.

“Musho, disliking a

teacher can make the
: subject seem even harder.

headmistressbecametheir : Mr Jackson may be strict,

mathteacher. Hehad hoped i but strictnessisnota .

that the headmistresswould : bad thing. Sometimes it

: isanother way of pushing
: learners to grow.

“Maybe, for me; | don't -

Teacher Sylvia laughed.

: She knew Musho was

: saying this in jest but she
i also knew he was saying
: something that was

¢ concerning. She let him

“Good afternoon, Musho. : ing.
| : speak his mind as she was

i Answerthi_s \

4§ Why does Musho
i mstruggle with
Mathematics?

: "¢ Whydid Musho
B wimprove in P6?

3 What does
: wMusho fear

P about Mr. Jackson?

4 What advice
“I"ndoes Teacher
Sylvia give him?

' Musho’s strategy to
~ crash Mathematics

: trying to figure out a way

: to help Musho. Musho was
: worried that the worst
: might happen.

“I really need help now

 or | will fail mathematics at
: PLE,” Musho said.

“Were you ever good

at math?” Teacher Sylvia
: asked.

“It was my worst subject

i in Primary Five but last year
: when the headmistress

: taught us mathin P6, |

: started understanding it

: and performing better,

: Musho said.

“Why do you think

: youimproved when the

: headmistress taught

: math?” Teacher Sylvia

: asked.

i “Because she was nice to
: me,” Musho said.

“Soyou think Teacher

¢ Jackson is not being nice to
: you?”

“Yeah,” Musho said.
“Musho, not every

teacher will be nice to you.
¢ You have to grow up and
: learnto follow the lessons

i even when the teacher

! is not being nice to you,
 Teacher Sylvia said.

“Or, you could tell him to

i be nice,” Musho said.

“Why don't you approach

: him and tell him how you

feel?”

“Because he intimidates

i me. | fear him,” Musho said.

“Okay. Thank you for

reaching out to me. Leave

: it tome, | will handle it,” she
: said.

As soon as Musho left,

: Teacher Sylvia called

: Musho's father.

To be continued...
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